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TERMS OF SALE 


Please read carefully, as there are changes in our terms which affect all buyers. 
This is a public auction and mail bid sale conducted by a licensed and bonded auctioneer. The auctioneer reserves the 
right to open bidding on each lot at a reasonable price, usually 5-10% over the second highest mail bid, and at his 
sole discretion may set bidding increments and vary these increments as he deems the occasion requires. 


All lots will be sold to the highest bidder as determined by the auctioneer. Mail bids will be executed by 
Numismatic Fine Arts and must be submitted in even dollar amounts only. In case of identical bids, the lots will be 
awarded to the earliest bidder. A mail bid has priority over an identical floor bid. 


In the event of any dispute during floor bidding, the auctioneer shall have the right to re-open the bidding or recall 
the lot and put it up for sale again. In the case of a catalogue error, the auctioneer will announce the correction and 
will sell the lot subject to those changes. Lots will be sold in their numbered sequence unless the auctioneer directs 


otherwise. ALL FLOOR SALES ARE FINAL. 


All coins in this catalogue are unconditionally guaranteed to be genuine and as described. Claims to the contrary must 
be made in writing to Numismatic Fine Arts within five days after receipt of the coins. The parties would then agree 
to submit any claims (except for non-payment for items purchased) to binding arbitration under the rules of the 
American Arbitration Association then in effect. Judgment may thereupon be entered on any award in any court of 
competent jurisdiction. 


Grading, which is subjective, and other adjectival descriptions are the opinion of the cataloguer, and no warranty 1s 
expressed or implied, since they can and do vary among experts. 


No lots may be returned by floor buyers except for reasons of authenticity. No lot may be returned by mail bidders 
without advance written permission of Numismatic Fine Arts, and any such request must be made within five days 
after delivery of the lots. 


Bids cannot be accepted from those under eighteen (18) years of age without the written consent of parents guaran- 
teeing payment. Bids made on behalf of corporations must be personally guaranteed by one or more of the princi- 
pals. 


A BUYER'S PREMIUM OF 10% ON EACH LOT WILL BE ADDED TO THE PURCHASE PRICE AND INCLUDED ON 
ALL INVOICES. 


All sales are strictly for cash in United States dollars, drawn on a United States bank. All lots delivered in the state 
of California are subject to the appropriate local and state sales taxes, which will be added to the invoices, unless a 
resale permit or exemption certificate is on file with Numismatic Fine Arts prior to the auction. 


Shipping is at the expense and risk of the buyer. Handling, insurance and registration charges will be added to 
invoices for lots to be delivered by mail. 


Payment must be made promptly and is due on receipt of invoice or notification that bids are successful. Any lot 
not paid within 30 days of the auction date will be subject to a service and collection charge of 1% per month (12% 
per annum). Title does not pass until lots are paid in full. Numismatic Fine Arts reserves the right to maintain 
possession of all lots and to require full payment before delivery is made. The buyer is responsible for attorney and 
other judicial fees and expenses involved in collection of any overdue debt. 


Bidders unknown to us must establish references prior to the auction, and must deposit 25% of the bids submitted. 
This deposit will be applied to successful bids, with overage refunded and any difference billed. 


It is the responsibility of the buyers to comply with foreign customs or other regulations. We decline all respon- 
sibility for any consequences arising from contravention of such regulations. Errors in bidding are the sole respon- 
sibility of the bidders, and we strongly suggest that mail bidders check their bid sheets carefully. 


The prices on the enclosed sheet are estimates based on recent international market prices. These are not limits or 
reserves but are intended as a guide for bidders. The auctioneer reserves the right to refuse any bids which are less 
the 60% of the published estimates provided with the catalogue. 


BIDDING IN THIS AUCTION CONSTITUTES FULL ACCEPTANCE BY THE BIDDER OF THE FOREGOING TERMS OF 
SALE. 





ROMAN COINS 


All enlargements are 2:1 unless otherwise stated. 








ROMAN REPUBLICAN AND IMPERATORIAL 


Aes Grave 


403. Cirea 225-217 B.C., as (284 gm). Rome mint. Laureate head of 


Janus on raised disk, no mark of value/Prow of galley right, I 
above, all on raised disk. Crawford 35/1. Sydenham 72. Haeberlin 
pl. 15, 8-10. 

Rare variant without mark of value on obverse. Very fine plus. 


Anonymous 

404. Circa 225-215 B.C., silver quadrigatus-didrachm (6.40 gm). 
Rome mint. Laureate Janiform head of the Dioscuri/Jupiter, bran- 
dishing thunderbolt and holding sceptre, in fast quadriga driven 
right by Victory, ROMA incuse on tablet below. Crawford 28/3. 
Sydenham 64. A pleasing example. Extremely fine. 


Anonymous 


405. Circa 206-195 B.C., bronze as (38.30 gm). Rome mint. Laureate 
head of Janus, | above/Prow of galley right, star above, I before, 
ROMA in ex. Crawford 113/2. Sydenham 264. 

An outstanding specimen. Extremely fine. 


Q. Servilius Caepio Brutus (M. Junius Brutus) 


406. Circa 54 B.C., silver denarius (4.03 gm). Rome mint. Bare head 
draped of left Junius Brutus, Cos. 509 B.C., BRVTVS behind/Bare 
head draped of C Servilius Ahala, Mag. Eq. 439 B.C., AHALA 
behind. Crawford 433/2. Sydenham 907. Babelon (Junia) 30. 

About extremely fine. 


Brutus, one of the principal conspirators in the plot which led to 
Caesar's assassination on the Ides of March 44 B.C., issued this 
coin when, at the age of 31, he held the office of moneyer. The 
type clearly illustrates his admiration for his illustrious an- 
cestors who championed the cause of the Republican constitution 
against the forces of tyranny, deeds which he believed he was 
emulating ten years later. 


L. Cornelius Lentulus and C. Claudius Marcellus, Consuls 


407. 49 B.C., silver denarius (3.98gm). Apollonia mint. Triskeles, 
with Medusa head at center and three ears of corn between the 
legs/Naked Jupiter standing right, holding thunderbolt and eagle, 
LENT MAR behind, COS before. Crawford 445/1b. Sydenham 
1029. Babelon (Cornelia) 64. Extremely fine. 


This interesting type belongs to the period of the Civil War 
between Caesar and Pompey. In 50 B.C. the latter was granted 
command of the Republic's forces in Italy, and he transported his 
army from Brundisium to Greece the following year, accom- 
panied by the consuls Lentulus and Marcellus. In 48 B.C. Pom- 
pey was defeated by Caesar at the famous battle of Pharsalus, 
and fled to Egypt where he was assassinated soon afterwards 
The triskeles was a family type of the Marcelli 


C. Julius Caesar, dictator, and P. Sepullius Macer 

408. 44 B.C., silver denarius (3.87gm). Rome mint. CAESAR DICT PER 
PETVO, laureate and veiled head of Caesar right /[P. SEPVLLIVS] 
MACER, Venus standing left, holding Victory and sceptre, shield 
behind. Crawford 480/13. Sydenham 1074. BMCRR 4173. Cohen 
39. Very fine plus. 


In the final months of Caesar's life the placing of his portrait on 
the coinage did little to allay the fears of the Republicans that he 
was aiming at a restoration of the monarchy, The veil worn by 
Caesar on this variety refers to his possession of the office of 
Pontifex Maximus. 


M. Antonius, with C. Julius Caesar (deceased) 


409. 43 B.C., silver denarius (3.78 gm). Gallic mint. [M ANTON IMP], 
bare head of Antony, bearded, right, lituus behind/CAESAR DIC, 
laureate head of Caesar right, jug behind. Crawford 488/1. 
Sydenham 1165. BMCRR Gaul 53. Cohen (Caesar & Antony) 2. 

A little weakly struck on obverse, otherwise extremely fine. 


Following Caesar's assassination in March, 44 B.C., Antony 
consolidated his position in Rome and then took possession of 
Gaul. Threatened by the increasing influence of Caesar's great- 
nephew and heir, Octavian, Antony began striking denarii in 
Gaul seeking to further link himself with the memory of the mar- 
tyred dictator in the public consciousness. Eventually, towards 
the end of 43 B.C., Antony and Octavian joined forces and 
formed, with Lepidus, a Triumvirate to administer the affairs of 
the Republic for the following five years. 


Octavian, with C. Julius Caesar (deceased) 


410. 43 B.C., gold aureus (8.06 gm). Italian mint. C CAE{[SAR COS 
PO|NT AVG, bare head_of young Octavian, bearded, right/C CAE 
SAR DICT PERP PONT MAX, laureate head of Caesar right. 
Crawford 490/2. Sydenham 1321. BMCRR Gaul 74. Cohen 
(Caesar & Octavian) 2. Very rare. Very fine. 


Ex Garrett Collection (NFA-Leu, May 17th 1984, lot 679). The 
20-year-old Octavian, great-nephew and heir of Caesar, is here 
portrayed at the very beginning of his long political career, 
which was to span almost six decades and see the firm estab- 
lishment of a monarchical form of government in the Roman 
world. This issue was made just prior to the formation of the 
Triumvirate by Antony, Octavian and Lepidus in November, 43 
Bc 





M. Antonius and Octavian 


411. 41 B.C., gold aureus (8.04 gm). Mint traveling with Antony in 
the East. M ANT IMP AVG III VIR R PC M BARBAT QP, bare head 


of Antony right/CAESAR IM[P PONT] III VIR R P C, bare head of 


young Octavian, bearded, right. Crawford 517/la. Sydenham 
1180. BMCRR East 98. Cohen (Antony & Octavian) 7. 
Reverse off-center. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Following the defeat of the Republican leaders Brutus and 
Cassius at Philippi (42 B.C.), Antony undertook the reorgani- 
zation of the eastern territories of the Roman world. During the 
course of his travels in Asia Minor he had his first encounter 
with Queen Cleopatra of Egypt, at Tarsus in Cilicia. They were 
to spend the following winter together in Egypt. Relations with 
Octavian were becoming increasingly strained at this time, but 
Antony continued issuing coins with the portrait of his fellow 
triumvir at least until the end of 41 B.C 


M. Antonius and Octavian 


412. 41 B.C., silver denarius (3.87 gm). Mint traveling with Antony 
in the East. M ANT IMP AVG III VIR R P C M BARBAT QP, bare 
head of Antony right/CAESAR IMP PONT III VIR R PC, bare head 
of young Octavian right. Crawford 517/2. Sydenham 1181. 
BMCRR East 100. Cohen (Antony & Octavian) 8. 

About extremely fine. 


Octavian, with Divus Julius (Caesar) 

413. Cirea 38 B.C., bronze as? (19.06 gm). Italian mint. Bare head of 
Octavian, bearded, right, DIVI F behind, star before/Laurel 
wreath, encircling DIVOS/IVLIV[S] in two lines. Crawford 535/2. 
Sydenham 1336. BMCRR Gaul 108. Cohen (Augustus) 95. 

Rare. Attractive dark green patina. About extremely fine. 
Ex NFA XII, March 1983, lot 137. This issue places emphasis 
on Octavian’s status as the adopted son and designated successor 


of the "Divine Julius" at a time when relations with Antony were 
becoming increasingly strained. 


ROMAN IMPERIAL 


Augustus 30 B.C. - A.D. 14 


414. Silver denarius (3.84 gm). Brundisium (?) mint, Circa 29-27 B.C. 
No legend, his bare head right /Triumphal arch, inscribed IMP 
CAESAR, surmounted by statue of Octavian in facing quadriga. 
RIC 267. BMCRE 624. Cohen 123. Brilliant. Superb. 


\/though Octavian did not receive the actual title of Augustus 
until 27 B.C., his reign in effect commenced with the death of 


415. 


416. 


417. 


418. 


419. 


Antony in 30 B.C., at which time he became undisputed master 
of the entire Roman world. This is part of a large issue of auret 
and denarii made from a south Italian mint, probably Brundisium, 
in connection with Octavian's settlement of large numbers of 
demobilized troops following the end of the civil war. The re- 
verse type probably commemorates the triumphal arch erected in 
the Roman Forum in 30 B.C. 


Silver denarius (4.07 gm). Brundisium (?) mint, Circa 29-27 B.C. 
No legend, his bare head right/IMP - CAESAR either side of 
laureate terminal figure set on winged thunderbolt. RIC 269a., 
BMCRE 628. Cohen 114. About extremely fine. 


The function of terminal figures was the delineation of boun- 
daries, the significance here being the restoration of Rome's lost 
eastern territories following the defeat of Antony and Cleopatra. 


Gold aureus (7.79 gm). Lugdunum mint, 15-13 B.C. AVGVSTVS 
DIVI F, his bare head right /Bull butting right IMP X in exergue 
RIC 166a. BMCRE 450. Cohen 136. Very fine plus. 


Silver cistophorus, or triple denarius (11.60 gm). Ephesus mint, 
Circa 24-20 B.C. His bare head right, IMP CAESAR below/AVGV 
- STVS either side of six ears of corn, the stems bound together. 
RIC 481. Sutherland "The Cistophori of Augustus" (RNS Special 
Publication 5) pl. 27, rev. die 67. A splendid example. Superb. 


Silver denarius (3.61 gm). Samos (?) mint, Circa 21-20 B.C. His 

bare head right, CAESAR behind/AVGVSTVS above young bull 
standing right, head erect. RIC 475. BMCRE 663. Cohen 28. 

Rare. Of elegant style. Hairline striking-crack. 

Pleasant toning. Extremely fine plus. 


Augustus wintered on the island of Samos in 21-20 B.C. where 
the age-old cult of Poseidon was associated with bulls. 


Silver denarius (3.79 gm). Spanish mint (Colonia Patricia?), 
Circa 18 B.C. [SP]QR PA[RENT] / CONS SVO above and below 
upper part of consular robes (toga picta over tunica palmata) be- 
tween [Roman eagle] and wreath/CAESA[RI] AVGVST[O] above and 
below empty ornamental quadriga r RIC 99. BMCRE 397. Cohen 
78. Scarce and interesting. Superb. 





420 


421. 


422. 


423. 


Divus Augustus 


424 


Silver denarius (3.72 gm). Uncertain mint, Circa 17 B.C. CAE 
SAR below his youthful bare head right, within oak-wreath/ 
\VG - VST either side of candelabrum ornamented with ram's 
heads, within wreath entwined with bucrania and paterae. RIC 
540. BMCRE 684. Cohen (Caius Caesar) 2. 

Very rare. Extremely fine. 


This enigmatic type appears to be associated with the cele- 


bration of the Ludi Saeculares in 17 B.C. Aurei and denarii of 


this issue have traditionally been assigned to Augustus’ grandson, 
Caius Caesar (20 B.C. - AD. 4), but this attribution, attractive 
as it may be, is fraught with difficulties. The youthful features of 
the portrait are not easy to explain, but it should be noted that 
contemporary issues at Rome show a rejuvenated head of Julius 
Caesar. 


Silver denarius (3.69 gm). Lugdunum mint, 15-13 B.C. AVGVS 
TVS DIVI F, his bare head right /Bull butting right, IMP X in 
exergue RIC 167a. BMCRE 451. Cohen 137 

About extremely fine. 


Copper dupondius? (21.56 gm). Rome mint, P. Lurius Agrippa, 
moneyer, 7 B.C. CAESAR AVGVST PONT MAX TRIBVNIC POT, his 
laureate head left, Victory standing left behind, adjusting the 
emperor's wreath and holding cornucopiae/P LVRIVS AGRIPPA III 

VIR AA AFF around large S C. RIC 426. CBN 620. Cohen 447. 
A splendid example of this very rare and interesting issue.. 
Brown patina. Extremely fine. 


Ex Mazzini Collection (vol. I, pl. xxii, 447). Ex NFA XI, 
March 1983, lot 157. The "Triumphal” coinage of Augustus was 
struck by all three moneyers for the year 7 B.C. The occasion 
was, undoubtedly, the celebration of Tiberius’ military successes 
in Germany, for which he was further rewarded by the granting 
of the tribunician power the following year. 


Bronze 22.5 mm. (9.80 gm). Antioch mint, 5/4 B.C. KAIZAP{[I 
LEBALTQ APXIJEPEI, his laureate head right /APXIE/PATI 
KON/ANTIO/XEIS/ZK in five lines within archieratic wreath. BMC 
Galatia, Cappadocia & Syria, p. 167, 135. Sear (Greek Imperial 
Coins and Their Values) 109. Brown patina. Extremely fine. 


died A.D. 14 


Copper as (11.11 gm). Rome mint, under Tiberius, Circa A.D. 
22-30. DIVVS AVGVSTVS PATER, his radiate head left/Large $ C 
either side of altar-enclosure, with double-paneled door, PROVI 
DENT in exergue RIC (Tiberius) 81. BMCRE (Tiberius) 146. 
Cohen (Augustus) 228. 

\ magnificent specimen. Dark green patina. Extremely fine plus. 


Tiberius 


425. 


426. 


427. 


A.D. 14-37 

Orichalcum sestertius (25.01 gm). Lugdunum mint, under 
Augustus, A.D. 8-10. Tl CAESAR AVGVSTI F IMPERATOR V, his 
bare head left/Front elevation of the Altar of Lugdunum, Vic- 
tories on columns on either side, ROM ET AVG in exergue RIC 
(Augustus) 240. BMCRE (Augustus) 572. Cohen (Tiberius) 28. 
A fine early portrait of Tiberius. Very rare. Very fine. 


Ex NFA XII, March 1983, lot 165. As heir to the imperial 
throne Tiberius shared in the large output of aes coinage featur- 
ing the Altar of Lugdunum, though issues in his name are rarer 
than those of Augustus, especially in the case of the largest 
denomination, the sestertius. 


Silver denarius (3.71 gm). Lugdunum mint. TI CAESAR DIVI AVG 
F AVGVSTVS, his laureate head right /PONTIF MAXIM, female 
figure (the Empress Livia?) seated right, her feet on stool, rest- 
ing on sceptre and holding branch. RIC 30. BMCRE 48. Cohen 
16. Nice full flan. Extremely fine. 


Silver denarius (3.81 gm). Lugdunum mint. Another specimen, 
all as last. Very fine plus. 


Caligula A.D. 37-41 


428. 


429. 


430. 


431. 


Silver denarius (3.76 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 37/8. C CAESAR 
AVG GERM PM TR POT, his laureate head right /AGRIPPINA MAT 
C CAES AVG GERM, draped bust of Agrippina Senior, mother of 
Caligula, right, her hair falling in queue down her neck. RIC 14. 
BMCRE 15. Cohen (Agrippina & Caligula) 2. Extremely fine. 


Much of Caligula’s coinage honors the memory of deceased 
members of his family, especially his mother and father, Agrip- 
pina Senior and Germanicus, both of whom were political vic- 
tims of the reign of Tiberius. 


Silver denarius (3.37 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 37/8. C CAESAR 
AVG GERM P M TR POT, his laureate head draped/GERMANICVS 
CAES P C CAES AVG GERM, bare head right of Germanicus 
Caesar, father of Caligula. RIC 18. BMCRE 19. Cohen (Ger- 
manicus & Caligula) 2. Very fine plus. 


Orichalcum sestertius (29.77 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 39/40. C 

CAESAR DIVI AVG PRON AVG PM TR PIII P P, his laureate head 

left/S P Q R/P P /OB CIVES/ SERVATOS in four lines within oak- 
wreath. RIC 46. BMCRE 58. Cohen 25. 

Struck on a full flan, and with a splendid portrait. 

About extremely fine. 


Orichalcum sestertius (27.85 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 39/40. 
Another specimen, all as last. 
Another handsome piece. Dark brown patina. Very fine plus 





Nero Claudius Drusus 


432 


Antonia, mother of Claudius 
433. 


Claudius 


434. 


435 


father of Claudius, died 9 B.C. 

Orichalcum sestertius (30.66 gm). Rome mint, under Claudius, 
Cirea A.D. 50-54. NERO CLAVDIVS DRVSVS GERMANICVS IMP, 
his bare head left/TI CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG P M TR P IMP P P, 
the Emperor Claudius, son of Drusus, seated left on curule chair 
amidst arms, S C in exergue RIC (Claudius) 109. BMCRE 
(Claudius) 208. Cohen (Nero Drusus) 8 

Brown patina. About extremely fine. 


The younger brother of Tiberius, Nero Claudius Drusus cam- 
paigned successfully in Germany for several years, but tragically 
was killed by a fall from his horse during summer camp in 9 B.C. 
He had married Antonia, the daughter of Mark Antony, and was 
the father of both Germanicus and the future Emperor Claudius, 
who issued a coinage in gold, silver and aes to honor his memory. 


died A.D. 37 


Orichalcum dupondius (13.35 gm). Rome mint, under Claudius, 
Circa A.D. 41-50, ANTONIA AVGVSTA, her draped bust right, hair 
in long plait/Tl CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG P M TR P IMP, the Em- 
peror Claudius, son of Antonia, standing left, veiled and togate, 
holding simpulum, S - C in field. RIC (Claudius) 92. BMCRE 
(Claudius) 166. Cohen (Antonia) 6. Trillmich "Familien- 
propaganda der Kaiser Caligula und Claudius - Agrippina Maior 
und Antonia Augusta auf Munzen,” p. 23, 63 (this coin). 
Beautiful green patina. 
Patch of corrosion in reverse field, otherwise superb. 


Ex Leu 33, 1983, lot 24. Ex Munzen & Medaillen 28, 1964, lot 
277. Ex Santamaria 1961, lot 198. Ex Munzen & Medaillen 10, 
1951, lot 18. Antonia, like her husband, was extensively honored 
posthumously on the coinage of her son, the Emperor Claudius. 
She had outlived her husband by 46 years, but took her own life 
during the reign of her grandson Caligula. 


A.D. 41-54 


Silver cistophorus, or triple denarius ( 11.60 gm). Pergamum 
mint, Circa A.D. 41-2. TI CLAVD CAES AVG, his bare head left/ 
COM - ASI either side of distyle temple, inscribed ROM ET AVG 
on entablature, containing standing figures of Claudius in mili- 
tary attire, holding spear, crowned by female on right, holding 
cornucopiae. RIC 120. BMCRE 228. Cohen 3. 

Portrait of magnificent style. Extremely fine. 


Silver denarius (3.64 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 46/7. TI CLAVD 
CAESAR AVG PM TR P VI IMP XI, his laureate head right /PACI 
\VGVSTAE, Nemesis standing right, drawing out fold of drapery 
below chin, and pointing with caduceus at snake on ground at her 
feet. RIC 39. BMCRE 40. Cohen 58. An unusually fine example 

of this denomination. About extremely fine. 


436. 


437. 


438. 


Orichalcum sestertius (28.88 gm). Rome mint, Circa A.D. 41-50. 
TI CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG P M TR P IMP, his laureate head 
right /EX S C/OB/CIVES/SERVATOS in four lines within oak- 
wreath. RIC 96. BMCRE 115. Cohen 39. 

Brown patina, About extremely fine. 


Orichalcum sestertius (29.13 gm). Another specimen, all as last, 
but of cruder style and with clumsy lettering on reverse; 
possibly the product of a temporary mint in the newly-conquered 
province of Britannia, or some unofficial establishment in the 
West (cf. RIC pp. 114-15). Very fine plus. 


Copper as (11.31 gm). Rome mint, Circa A.D. 50-54. TI 
CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG P M TR P IMP P P, his bare head left/ 
Large S -C either side of Minerva advancing right, brandishing 
spear and holding shield. RIC 116. BMCRE 206. Cohen 84. 

A truly outstanding specimen. Lovely brown patina. Superb. 


Nero A.D. 54-68 


439. 


440. 


441. 


Silver denarius (3.47 gm). Rome mint, Circa A.D. 65-6. [NERO 
CJAESAR AVGVSTVS, his laureate head right /Salus enthroned 
left, holding patera, left hand at her side, SALVS in exergue. RIC 
60. BMCRE 90. Cohen 314. 

Outstanding portrait. Extremely fine. 


Silver denarius (3.16 gm). Rome mint, Circa A.D. 65-6. Another 
specimen, all as last. Very fine plus. 


Orichalcum sestertius (28.24 gm). Rome mint, Circa A.D. 64. 
NERO CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG GER P M TR P IMP P P, his lau- 
reate head left/Aerial view of the harbor of Ostia, with crescent- 
shaped pier, with portico, on left, and similarly shaped row of 
breakwaters or slips on right, pharos surmounted by statue of 
Neptune at the entrance, reclining figure of Tiber left in fore- 
ground, holding rudder and dolphin, five ships moored within, 
one entering the harbor, another departing, AVGVSTI above, POR 
OST between S - C below. RIC 182. BMCRE 135 variant (eleven 
ships depicted). MacDowall "The Western Coinages of Nero" 
113. Cohen 35. Rare. Dark brown patina. Very fine plus. 


Ex Leu 33, 1983, lot 27. Ostia, at the mouth of the Tiber, was 
about 16 miles from Rome and served as the city's port during 
the Republican and early Imperial periods. When silting became 
a major problem a new harbor was constructed by Claudius 
about 2 miles to the north of Ostia, and given the name Portus. 
Nero completed this work and commemorated the achievement 
on a handsome series of sestertii depicting the new harbor 
installations. 
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442. 


444. 


Orichalcum sestertius (26.94 gm). Rome mint, Circa A.D. 65. 
NERO CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG GER P M TR P IMP P P, his 
laureate head right, aegis on neck/Roma seated left on cuirass, 
right foot set on helmet, holding small figure of Victory and 
grasping parazonium at her side, pile of shields behind, ROMA in 
exergue, SC in field. RIC 275. BMCRE 180. MacDowall, op. 
cit., 137. Cohen 264. 

Delightful glossy green patina. Extremely fine. 


Ex Prof. Prospero Sarti Collection, G. Sangiori, Rome,1906, 
#70. The great fire of Rome, which devastated half the city in 
A.D. 64, may well have been the work of the emperor himself, 
though he tried to blame the Christians. In any case he seized the 
opportunity to build himself a vast new residence known as the 
Domus Aurea (Golden House) which, together with its land- 
scaped gardens, covered an area of some 125 acres. The coins 
issued in honor of the goddess Roma commemorate Nero's 
restoration of the city following the conflagration. 


Orichalcum as (10.01 gm). Rome mint, circa A.D. 64. NERO 
CLAVD CAESAR AVG GERM P M TR P IMP P P, his radiate head 
right /GENIO AVGVSTI, Genius standing left, sacrificing from 
patera over garlanded altar and holding cornucopiae, S - C in 
field, I in exergue. RIC 218. MacDowall, op. cit., 271. Cohen 
108. Scarce and interesting. Very fine. 


Nero experimented with the imperial coinage and contemplated 
the exclusive use of orichalcum for the aes denominations, 
instead of the combination of orichalcum and copper established 
by Augustus. The numeral in exergue indicates that the coin has 
the value of one as, and dupondii of this series are marked "II." 
This innovation did not survive the reign of Nero, and future 
emperors reverted to the use of copper for the as and quadrans 
denominations. 


Silver tetradrachm (15.26 gm). Antioch mint, A.D. 63/4. NEPQN 
KAIZAP SEBAXTOS, his laureate bust r., wearing aegis/ETOYE 
BIP.I (= year 112 of the Caesarian era, and regnal year 10), eagle 
standing right on thunderbolt, wings spread, palm-branch before. 
Wruck "Die Syrische Provinzialpragung von Augustus bis Traian" 
47. BMC Galatia, Cappadocia & Syria, p. 175, 198. Cf. Sear 
(Greek Imperial Coins & Their Values) 618 (different date). 
Extremely fine. 


Civil Wars 
445. 


A.D. 68-69 

Gold aureus (7.22 gm) in the name of "Divus Augustus”. Spanish 

mint, A.D. 68, April-June. DIVVS AVGVSTVS, radiate head of 

Augustus right/PAX, Pax standing left, holding caduceus in right 

hand, corn-ears and poppy in left RIC 114. Martin "Die anony- 

men Munzen des Jahres 68 nach Christus" A24. Cohen (Augus- 

tus) 221 variant (with reverse legend PAX P R). 

Extremely rare: only two other specimens recorded. 
Light scratch in obverse field. Very fine. 


In the spring of A.D. 68 military revolts broke out in Gaul and 
Spain against Nero's tyrannical regime. Galba, governor of His- 
pania Tarraconensis for the previous 8 years, was proclaimed 
imperator by his troops at Carthago Nova and gave his support 
to the revolt of Vindex in Gaul. Eventually, following the defeat 
of Vindex and the suicide of Nero, he accepted the titles of 
Caesar and Augustus and took up residence in Rome. The coin- 
ages of these revolts, comprising mostly silver denarii with some 
extremely rare gold aurei, is mostly anonymous, though some 
bear the portrait of Augustus. The rebels were honoring the 
memory of Rome's first emperor, and the peace which he brought 
to the Empire after a period of civil war, and in so doing were 
condemning the present occupant of the throne as being unfit to 
govern. 


Galba_ A.D. 68-69 
446. Silver denarius (3.56 gm). Rome mint, late A.D. 68. IMP SER 


447. 


GALBA CAESAR AVG, his laureate head right /DIVA AVGVSTA, 
the Empress Livia standing left, holding patera and resting on 
sceptre. RIC 186. BMCRE 8. Cohen 55. 

An exceptionally fine specimen. Superb. 


As a young man Galba had been a favorite of the Empress Livia, 
so it is scarcely surprising that he should have honored her on 
his coinage. 


Silver denarius (3.58 gm). Rome mint, late A.D. 68. IMP SER 
GALBA CAESAR AVG, his laureate bust right, with slight drap- 
ery/ROMA RENASCES, Roma standing left, holding Victory and 
eagle-tipped sceptre. RIC 204. Cf. BMCRE 28 (plated). Cf. 
Cohen 206 (same type in gold). Rare. Extremely fine. 


The reverse type refers to the hoped-for political and economic 
recovery following the disruptions of civil war. 





448 


449, 


Otho 
450. 


Vitellius 


451. 


Orichalcum sestertius (26.87 gm). Rome mint, Circa June- 
August A.D, 68. IMP SER GALBA AVG TR P, his draped bust 
right, wreathed with oak/Victory advancing left, holding 
palladium on outstretched right hand, palm-branch in left, S - C 
in field. RIC 255. Kraay "The Aes Coinage of Galba" 209. Cohen 
259. With the Este Collection countermark (a small silver eagle) 
behind the emperor's head. Struck on a full flan. Good very fine. 


Ex Este Collection. 


Orichalcum sestertius (26.77 gm). Rome mint, Circa October 
A.D. 68. SER GALBA IMP CAESAR AVG TR P, his laureate and 
draped bust right/LIBERTAS PVBLICA, Libertas standing left, 
holding pileus (cap of Liberty) and sceptre, S - C in field. RIC 
388. BMCRE 70. Kraay, op. cit., 183. Cohen 112. 

Dark brown patina. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 69, January-April 


Silver denarius (3.49 gm). Rome mint, before March 9th. IMP M 
OTHO CAESAR AVG TR P, his bare head right /SECVRITAS P R, 
Securitas standing left, holding wreath and sceptre. RIC 8. 
BMCRE 17. Cohen 17. Good very fine. 


Although Otho's reign lasted a mere three months his Roman 
coinage, which is all in the precious metals, can be divided into 
two distinct groups - those issued before and after his assum- 
ption of the title Pontifex Maximus on March 9th. 


A.D. 69, January-December 


Orichalcum sestertius (26.72 gm). Rome mint, Circa April-May. 
A VITELLIVS GERMANICVS IMP AVG P M TR P, his laureate and 
draped bust right(MARS VICTOR, Mars, in military attire, 
advancing left, holding small figure of Victory, and trophy over 
left shoulder, S - C in field. RIC 115. Cohen 61. Very rare. 
With the Este Collection countermark (a small silver eagle) 
behind the emperor's head. About very fine. 


Ex Este Collection. Although he had been proclaimed emperor 
by the legions of Lower Germany at the beginning of January, in 
opposition to Galba, Vitellius was not recognized at Rome until 
after Otho's suicide on April 17th. His period of undisputed po- 
wer was brief, for on July Ist the legions at Alexandria pro- 
claimed Vespasian emperor, and Vitellius was overthrown less 
than 6 months later 


Vespasian A.D. 69-79 


452. 


454, 


Silver denarius (3.29 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 70-71. IMP CAESAR 
VESPASIANVS AVG, his laureate head right /Captive Judaea seated 
right on ground, in attitude of dejection, at foot of trophy, 
IVDAEA in exergue. RICIS. BMCRE 35. Cohen 226. 

Extremely fine. 


The Jewish Revolt had initially broken out in A.D. 66, during the 
reign of Nero, but distracted by the civil wars the Romans had 
been unable to deliver the coup de grace to bring the conflict to 
an end. With Vespasian firmly established on the throne his elder 
son, Titus, finally captured Jerusalem on September 7th-8th, 
A.D. 70, thus giving rise to an extensive issue of commemorative 
coinage. 


Silver denarius (3.30 gm). Antioch mint, A.D. 72-3. IMP CAES 
VESP AVG PM COS IIII, his laureate head right/No reverse legend, 
captive Judaea, in attitude of dejection, seated right on ground at 
foot of palm-tree, behind which stands Titus right, in military 
attire, resting on spear and holding parazonium. RIC 363. 
BMCRE 510. Cohen 645. Very rare. Drill-mark 

in upper reverse field. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


The activity of provincial mints producing Roman denominations 
was a legacy of the civil war period, and gradually disappeared 
as conditions returned to normal under the strong rule of the 
Flavian dynasty. 


Orichalcum sestertius (26.10 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 71. IMP 
CAES VESPASIAN AVG P M TR P P P COS III, his laureate head 
right /IVDAEA CAPTA, palm-tree between male Jewish captive 
standing right, his hands bound behind his back, and female 
captive seated right, in attitude of dejection, piles of arms 
around, S C in exergue. RIC 424. BMCRE 533. Cohen 232. 

Rare. Some tooling, but with brown patina. Very fine plus. 


Titus arrrived in Rome in June of A.D. 71, following his great 
victory in Judaea the previous September. He was warmly 
greeted by Vespasian, and father and son celebrated a magni- 


ficent joint triumph at the end of the month. This was the occa- 


sion for a large and varied output of aes denominations com- 
memorating the defeat of the Jewish rebellion. The large and 
handsome sestertii of this series are probably the best-known 
pieces of the entire coinage of Vespasian. 





Divus Vespasian died A.D. 79 
455. Silver denarius (3.41 gm). Rome mint, under Titus, A.D. 80. 
DIVVS AVGVSTVS VESPASIANVS, his laureate head right /Victory 
advancing left, placing shield on trophy, at base of which captive 
Judaea is seated left in attitude of dejection, EX - S C in field. 
RIC (Titus) 59a. BMCRE (Titus) 112. Cohen (Vespasian) 144. 
Rare. Extremely fine. 


On this commemorative issue, struck after his death and 
deification, there is a clear reminder of the event in Vespasian's 
life for which he was best remembered - the quelling of the 
Jewish Revolt. 


Titus, as Caesar under Vespasian A.D. 69-79 

456. Gold aureus (7.30 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 76. T CAESAR IMP 
VESPASIAN, his laureate head right /Heifer standing right, COS V 
above. RIC (Vespasian) 187. BMCRE (Vespasian) 185. Cohen 
(Titus) 51. A most attractive piece. Extremely fine. 


The reverse type would seem to refer to the famous statue by the 
Sth century Greek sculptor Myron, which had been placed by 
Augustus in the Porticus Apollonis and later transferred by 
Vespasian to the temple of Pax. There is a reproduction in 
bronze of this statue in the Cabinet des Medailles in Paris. 


457. Gold aureus (7.36 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 76. T CAESAR IMP 
VESPASIANVS, his laureate head right /Heifer standing right, 
COS V above. RIC (Vespasian) 187. BMCRE (Vespasian) 187. 
Cohen (Titus) 53. Several edge marks. Very fine plus. 


Titus A.D. 79-81 


458. Silver denarius (3.12gm). Rome mint, A.D. 80, January Ist-July 

Ist. IMP TITVS CAES VESPASIAN AVG P M, his laureate head left/ 

TR P IX IMP XV COS VIII P P, tripod, with fillets, surmounted by 
dolphin right. RIC 27b. BMCRE 80. Cohen 323. 

About extremely fine. 


The great eruption of Vesuvius on August 23rd/24th A.D. 79, 
which caused the destruction of Pompeii and Herculaneum, led 
to a whole series of coin types designed to be propitiatory to the 
gods. These consisted of symbols representing the various 
deities, the tripod and dolphin type being representative of 
Apollo. An actual service of atonement probably took place, in 
which these objects were displayed for the approval of the gods. 
All the issues of Titus’ reign were cut short, before July Ist A.D. 
80, by another great fire in Rome which seems to have destroyed 
the mint installations and to have totally disrupted the production 
of coinage 


Julia Titi, daughter of Titus 
459. Orichalcum dupondius (15.01 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 79-80. 
IVLIA IMP T AVG F AVGVSTA, her draped bust right, with 
elaborate coiffure, the hair rolled in a chignon at back of 
head/Vesta seated left, holding palladium and sceptre, VESTA in 
exergue, S-C in field. RIC (Titus) 180. BMCRE (Titus) 256. 
Cohen (Julia) 18. Rare. A fine portrait of this Flavian empress. 
Green-brown patina. Very fine plus/Very fine. 


Domitian, as Caesar under Vespasian A.D. 69-79 

460. Silver denarius (3.47 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 76. CAESAR AVG F 
DOMITIANVS, his laureate head right /Pegasus pacing right, COS 
III] above. RIC (Vespasian) 238. BMCRE (Vespasian) 193. Cohen 
(Domitian) 47. About extremely fine. 


The reverse is a restoration of a type used by the Augustan 
moneyer P. Petronius Turpilianus in 19 B.C. 


Domitian, as Caesar under Titus A.D. 79-81 


461. Silver denarius (3.48gm). Rome mint, A.D. 80. CAESAR DIVI F 
DOMITIANVS COS VII, his laureate head right /PRINCEPS IVVEN 
TVTIS, garlanded and lighted altar. RIC (Titus) 50. BMCRE 
(Titus) 92. Brilliant. Superb. 


This would appear to be another supplicatory type to appease 
the gods following the great eruption of Vesuvius in August of the 
preceding year. 


462. Copper as (12.79 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 80. CAES DIVI VESP F 
DOMITIAN COS VII, his laureate head left/Minerva standing left, 
holding thunderbolt and resting on spear, shield at her side, S - C 
in field. RIC (Titus) 169b. BMCRE (Titus) 246 variant (DOMI 
TIANVS). Cohen (Domitian) 443. A magnificent specimen, 

with beautiful dark green patina. Extremely fine plus. 


Domitian A.D. 81-96 


463. Silver denarius (3.49 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 90. IMP CAES 
DOMIT AVG GERM PM TR P VIIII, his laureate head right /IMP 
XXI COS XV CENS P P P, Minerva standing left, holding thunder- 
bolt and resting on spear, shield at her side. RIC 149. BMCRE 
167. Cohen 260. About extremely fine. 


Domitian regarded Minerva as his particular guardian deity, and 
the reverses of his denarii are almost totally monopolized by 
various representation of the goddess. 
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464 


465. 


Nerva 


Silver quinarius (1.74 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 88. IMP CAES 
DOMIT AVG GERM PM TR P VIII, his laureate head | right /COS 
XII LYD SAEC FEC, herald advancing left, holding wand, and 
bearing shield ornamented with helmeted bust of Minerva. RIC 
118. BMCRE 134. Cohen 78. 

Very rare and interesting. Extremely fine. 


This type was issued to commemorate the Ludi saeculares of 


A.D. 88, the first time these games had been celebrated since 
Augustus staged them in 17 B.C. 


Orichalcum sestertius (23.45 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 85. IMP 
CAES DOMITIAN AVG GERM COS XI, his laureate head right, 
with aegis on neck/GERMANIA CAPTA, trophy between male 
German captive standing right, looking back, his hands bound 
behind his back, shield and helmet at his feet, and female captive 
seated left on shields, in attitude of dejection, S C in exergue. 
RIC 252. BMCRE 294. Cohen 135. Very rare. Some tooling 

in obverse field. Green-brown patina. About extremely fine. 
This attractive type commemorates Domitian's victories in Ger- 
many by which the frontier was extended on the Upper Rhine and 
Main. The type is closely modeled on the "Judaea Capta" coin- 
age of his father and brother. 


A.D. 96-98 


466. Gold aureus (7.42 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 96, after September 


467 


I8th. IMP NERVA CAES AVG P M TR P COS II P P, his laureate 
head right (CONCORDIA EXERCITVVM, clasped hands holding 
legionary eagle set on prow left RIC 3. BMCRE 7 (same reverse 
die). Cohen 24. A splendid example of this rare coin, 

struck on a full flan. Good extremely fine. 


Ex Garrett Collection (NFA-Leu, May 17th 1984, lot 770). Ex 
Bement Collection (Naville VIII, June 25th 1924, lot 798). As 
an elderly civilian suddenly thrust into a position of supreme 


power through a palace revolution, Nerva was keenly aware of 


the weakness of his position caused by his inability to command 
the loyalty of the military. In consequence, many of the coin 
types of his short reign appeal directly to the army and navy for 
their support during this time of political uncertainty following 
the downfall of the Flavian dynasty. 


Silver denarius (3.39 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 97. IMP NERVA 
CAES AVG P M TR P COS Ill P P, his laureate head right / 
FORTVYNA AVGYST, Fortuna standing left, holding rudder and 
comucopiae. RIC 16. BMCRE 37. Cohen 66. 

Toned. Extremely fine. 


468. Orichalcum sestertius (23.51 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 96, after 


Trajan 
469. 


470. 


September 18th. IMP NERVA CAES AVG P M TR P COS II P P, his 
laureate head right /FISC] IVDAICI CALVMNIA SVBLATA, palm- 

tree, S - C in field. RIC 58. BMCRE 88. Cohen 54. 
A fine specimen of this rare and historically significant type. 
Nice light green patina. About extremely fine. 


Ex NFA XII, March 1983, lot 243. Following the suppression of 
the Jewish Revolt in A.D. 70 Vespasian had imposed a tax on all 


Jews equivalent to what they had previously paid to the Temple 


in Jerusalem. The collection of this tax had been subject to many 
abuses under the rule of Domitian, and one of Nerva’s first acts 
as emperor was to put an end to corrupt practices in the 
department of the "fiscus ludaicus," and action commemorated by 
this coin type. 


A.D. 98-117 


Gold aureus (7.23 gm). Rome mint, special issue for the 
consecration of Trajan Pater, A.D. 115. IMP TRAIANVS AVG GER 
DAC PM TR PCOS VIP P, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/DIVI NERVA ET TRAIANVS PAT, confronted busts of Nerva 
right, laureate and with slight drapery, and Trajan Pater left, 
bare-headed and draped Cf. RIC 726 (TRAIANO on obverse, in 
error). BMCRE 499 (same reverse die). Cohen II, p. 104, 1. Hill 
659. Very rare. A delightful type. Small edge nick . 

Good extremely fine. 


Ex Garrett Collection (NFA-Leu, May 17th 1984, lot 776). Ex 
Bement Collection (Naville VIE, June 25th 1924, lot 859). This 
beautiful aureus is part of a special issue struck to commemorate 
the deification of Trajan's natural father, M. Ulpius Traianus, 


formerly governor of Baetica, and commander of Legio X Fre- 


tensis in the Jewish War, Circa A.D. 67-8. Nerva appears as 
well in the role of Trajan's adoptive parent and, as an emperor, 
occupies the position of seniority on the spectator’s left. Un- 
usually for this reign, the emperor's name on obverse is given in 
the nominative case rather than the dative. 


Silver denarius (3.55 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 116. IMP CAES NER 
TRAIANO OPTIMO AVG GER DAC, his laureate and draped bust 
right/P M TR P COS VIP PS PQR, Trajan's Column, with eagles 
at base and surmounted by statue of the emperor standing left, 
holding globe and sceptre. RIC 356. BMCRE 565. Cohen 284. 
Hill 714. Extremely fine. 


Trajan's Column, the magnificent and enduring monument to the 
emperor's Dacian Wars, was formally dedicated on May 12th, 
A.D. 113. It still stands in Rome today. 





471 


472. 


Hadrian 


473. 


474. 


475. 


Orichalcum dupondius (13.61 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 101. IMP 
CAES NERVA TRAIAN AVG GERM PM, his radiate head right /TR 
POT COS HII P P, Justitia seated left on chair composed of two 
cornuacopiae, holding sceptre, S C in exergue. RIC 428. BMCRE 
749 variant (emperor with drapery on shoulder). Cohen 639. Hill 
114. Dark brown patina. Extremely fine. 


Silver tetradrachm (13.30 gm). Tarsus mint, A.D. 103-11. 
AYTOKP KAI NEP TRAIANOC CEB TEPM AAKIK, his laureate 
head right(AHMAPX EE VAT E MI MHTPOMOAEQC, City- 
goddess of Tarsus, wearing turreted crown, seated right on rock, 
holding palm-branch, river-god Cydnus swimming right at her 
feet, TAP monogram in right field. SNG Copenhagen 354. 

Rare. A handsome piece struck in high relief. Extremely fine. 


A.D. 117-138 


Gold aureus (7.33 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 128. HADRIANVS 
AVGVSTVS, his laureate bust right, light drapery on left shoul- 
der/Emperor on horseback prancing right, holding couched spear, 
COS III in exergue. RIC 187. BMCRE 435. Cf. Cohen 414. Hill 
350. An attractive type. About extremely fine. 


Gold aureus (7.42 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 136. HADRIANVS AVG 
COS II P P, his bare-headed and draped bust right/AEGYPTOS, 
personification of the province of Egypt reclining left, holding 
sistrum and resting left arm on panier, ibis standing right at her 
feet. RIC 296. BMCRE 793 variant (Aegyptos wears lotus on 
head., ibis stands on column). Hill 626. 

A rare and interesting type. Edge nick, and scuff marks 

in lower reverse field. Otherwise good extremely fine. 


This belongs to an important series of coins, in all metals, issued 
towards the close of Hadrian's reign to commemorate the various 
provinces of the Empire which he had visited on his extensive 
tours. Egypt was especially significant, as the emperor's favorite, 
the youth Antinous, had been accidentally drowned in the Nile 
during an imperial visit in A.D. 130, leading to the foundation of 
the city of Antinoopolis in Middle Egypt. 


Orichalcum sestertius (24.20 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 122. IMP 
CAESAR TRAIAN HADRIANVS AVG, his laureate and cuirassed bust 
right/P M TR P COS III, VIRT - AVG/S - C in field. Virtus stand- 
ing left, right foot on helmet, holding parazonium and resting on 
spear. RIC 614a. BMCRE 1263. Cohen 1465. Hill 227. 

4 handsome portrait. Dark brown patina. Extremely fine. 


476. 


477. 


478. 


Orichalcum sestertius (23.46 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 131. 
HADRIANVS AVGVSTVS, his laureate head right /FELICITATI AVG 
COS III P P, galley traveling left over waves, with steersman and 
six rowers, mast and sail at prow, S - C in field. RIC 706, 
BMCRE 1406 variant (bust cuir. with light drapery). Cohen 657. 
Hill 460. A scarce and attractive type. 

Dark green patina. About extremely fine. 


This commemorates the emperor's safe return from his second 
great provincial tour, which had begun in A.D, 128 and taken 
him to Greece, Asia Minor, Syria, Palestine and Egypt. 


Copper as (11.95 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 136. HADRIANVS AVG 
COS Ill P P, his laureate and draped bust right/(ADVENTVI AVG 
MAVRETANIAE, emperor standing right, his right hand raised, 
facing Mauretania standing left, holding vexillum and sacrificing 
over altar between them, behind which lies sacrificial bull, S C 
in exergue. RIC 898 variant (head laureate left on obv). BMCRE 
1668. Cohen 65 variant. Hill 715. 

Rare. Dark green patina. Superb. 


Hadrian visited Mauretania in A.D. 128 in the course of a North 
African tour of inspection. 


Bronze medallion (diam. 39mm., 41.49 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 
128-9. HADRIANVS AVGVSTVS PP, his laureate bust right, light 
drapery on left shoulder/IOVI/OPTIMO/MAXIMO/S P Q R in four 
lines within oak-wreath, [COS III] in exergue. Cohen 862 = RIC 
971 = BMCRE p. 447, * = Gnecchi 80 (pl. 145,4): all quoting 
the Paris specimen which seems to share an obverse die with this 
piece; the reverse die appears to be the same as Gnecchi pl. i45, 5. 
Of the greatest rarity and interest. Several striking-splits 

in edge. Dark brown patina. About extremely fine. 


Of this type Harold Mattingly writes in the Introduction to the 
British Museum Catalogue (p.clxix) "The oak-wreath dedicated 
to Jupiter Optimus Maximus may be connected with the bes- 
towal of the title of "P P" on Hadrian. To the Greek world 
Hadrian appeared as a Zeus Olympios."The dedication may be 
one of thankfulness to the god who, for the blessing of Rome, had 
bestowed his sceptre on Hadrian.” 


Sabina, wife of Hadrian 


479. 


Silver denarius (3.28 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 129. SABINA 
AVGVSTA HADRIANI AVG P P, her diademed and draped bust 
right, hair falling in plait behind neck/CONCORDIA AVG, 
Concordia seated left, holding patera and resting left arm on 
statuette of Spes, cornucopiae beneath seat. RIC 398. BMCRE 
895. Cohen 12. Hill 403. Extremely fine. 


Although she had been married to Hadrian since A.D. 100 Sabina 
was not granted the title of Augusta, and with it the right of 
coinage in her name, until A.D. 128. 





\elius Caesar 


480 


Antoninus Pius 
481. 


482. 


483. 


484 


A.D, 136-138 


Silver denarius (3.77gm). Rome mint, A.D. 137. L AELIVS 
CAESAR, his bare head right /TR POT COS Il, CONCORD in 
exergue, Concordia seated left, holding patera and resting left 
arm on cornucopiae set on base. RIC 436. BMCRE 983. Cohen I. 
Hill 770. Extremely fine. 


Although adopted by Hadrian in A.D. 136 and destined for the 
succession, Aelius Caesar predeceased the emperor on new 
year’s day, A.D. 138. 


A.D. 138-161 


Gold aureus (6.98 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 138. IMP T AEL CAES 
HADRI ANTONINVS, his laureate bust right, light drapery on left 
shoulder/AVG PIVS P M TR P COS DES II, Pietas, veiled, standing 
right, right hand extended, holding box of perfumes in left, 
garlanded altar at her feet. RIC 13 variant (this obv. type not 
recorded). BMCRE 27, note (this variety of obverse cited from 
the Ponton d'Amecourt Sale, April 25th 1887, lot 262). Cohen 
71 variant (head laureate right on obv). Hill 66. 

A splendid early portrait of Antoninus. Superb. 


Gold aureus (7.18 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 148/9. ANTONINVS 
AVG PIVS P P TR P XII, his laureate and draped bust right/COS 
{11l, Aequitas standing left, holding scales and cornucopiae. RIC 
177. BMCRE 651. Cohen 235. Extremely fine. 


Orichalcum sestertius (19.61 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 143. 
ANTONINVS AVG PIVS P P, his laureate head right /IMP II TR POT 
COS IL, Victory hovering right, holding trophy with both hands, 
S -C in field. RIC 715. BMCRE 1607. Cohen 417. Hill 573. 
Searce and interesting. Dark green patina. Good extremely fine. 


Ex Hess-Leu 41, 1969, lot 214. The victory in Britain of the 
Governor Q. Lollius Urbicus over the Brigantes, and the sub- 
sequent construction of the Antonine Wall from Forth to Clyde, 
is one of the main themes of the coinage of A.D. 143. For this 
success Antoninus received his second imperatorial acclamation. 


Orichalcum dupondius (13.02 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 158-9. 
ANTONINVS AVG PIVS P P, his radiate bust right, light drapery on 
left shoulder/FORTVNA OPSEQVENS, COS IIII in exergue, Fortuna 
standing left, holding patera and rudder set on prow in right 
hand, cornucopiae in left, S - C in field. RIC 801 variant (no 
drapery on obv., and OBSEQVENS on rev). BMCRE 1737 variant 
(no drapery on obv). Beautiful dark green patina. Extremely fine. 


The unusual title of “Obsequens,” borne by Fortuna in this issue, 
would seem to imply that Fortune acquiesces in all the emperor's 


wishes. It belongs to a series celebrating Antoninus’ completion 


of two decades of rule, a rare enough event in the annals of 


Roman history 


Divus Antoninus Pius 


485. 


Diva 
486. 


487. 


died A.D. 161 


Silver denarius (3.28 gm). Rome mint, under Marcus Aurelius, 
A.D. 161. DIVVS ANTONINVS, his bare-headed bust right, light 
drapery on left shoulder/CONSECRATIO, funeral pyre in four 
tiers, decorated with garlands and statues, and surmounted by 
emperor in facing quadriga. RIC (Aurelius) 438. BMCRE (Aure- 
lius) 60. Cohen (Antoninus) 164. Extremely fine plus. 


Faustina Senior, wife of Antoninus Pius died A.D. 141 


Orichalcum sestertius (22.38 gm). Rome mint, under Antoninus, 
after A.D. 148. DIVA FAVSTINA, her draped bust right, hair 
elaborately waved and piled in bun on top of head./AVGVSTA, 
Vesta, veiled, standing left, holding palladium on extended right 
hand and sceptre in left, S - C in field. RIC 1124. BMCRE 1519. 
Cohen 110. Dark brown patina. Extremely fine. 


Copper as (10.10 gm). Rome mint, under Antoninus, after A.D. 
148. DIVA FAVSTINA, her draped bust right, as last/AVGVSTA, 
Ceres, veiled, standing ieft, holding corn-ears and resting on 
torch, S -C in field. RIC 1169. BMCRE 1566. Cohen 80. 
Beautiful green patina. Good extremely fine. 


Marcus Aurelius A.D. 161-180 


488. 


489. 


Gold aureus (7.17 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 164. ANTONINVS AVG 
ARMENIACVS, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right/P M 
TR P XVIII IMP II COS III, Victory, naked to waist, standing right, 
attaching shield, inscribed VIC/AVG, to palm-tree. RIC 90. 
BMCRE 267-70 variant (this oby. type not recorded). Cf. Cohen 
466 (rev. legend ends COS in error). Extremely fine. 


Aurelius received the title Armeniacus in A.D. 164, in honor of 
the victory of M. Statius Priscus, governor of Cappadocia, who 
had invaded Armenia and destroyed Artaxata the previous year. 
The co-emperor Lucius Verus, who was on campaign in the East 
in person, had already been granted the same title in 163. 


Orichalcum sestertius (25.47 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 161/2. IMP 
CAES M AVREL ANTONINVS AVG P M, his laureate head 
right /CONCORD AVGVSTOR TR P XVI, COS III in exergue, the 
co-emperors Marcus Aurelius right and Lucius Verus left, 
standing facing each other, both togate, clasping right hands, S - 
C in field. RIC 826. BMCRE 1009. Cohen 54. 

Light brown patina. Extremely fine 


This, the first joint reign in the history of the Roman Empire, was 
celebrated extensively on the coinages of both emperors. 
Towards the end of his reign Aurelius was associated with 
another imperial colleague, his own son Commodus. 





490 


Lucius Verus 
491. 


492. 


Commodus 


Orichalcum sestertius (27.16 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 164. M 
AVREL ANTONINVS AVG ARMENIACVS P M, his laureate head 
right /TR P XVIII IMP If COS II, Mars, in military attire, 
standing right, resting on spear and shield, S - C in field. RIC 
861. BMCRE 1088. Cohen 838. 

Light green patina. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 161-169 


Gold aureus (7.06 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 161. IMP CAES L 
AVREL VERVS AVG, his laureate head right (CONCORDIAE AVGVS 
TOR TR P, COS II in exergue, the co-emperors Marcus Aurelius 
right and Lucius Verus left, standing facing each other, both 
togate, clasping right hands. RIC 451. BMCRE 31 variant (bare 
head draped on obv). Cohen 45. Extremely fine plus. 


In making Lucius Verus, son of Aelius Caesar, his imperial 
colleague Marcus Aurelius was respecting the wishes of 
Hadrian. Although Antoninus had acquiesced in Hadrian's 
stipulation regarding a joint adoption, he made no attempt to give 
Verus equal status with Aurelius and never granted him the title 
title of Caesar, As later events were to prove, Antoninus was 
quite justified in keeping Verus in the background, but Aurelius 


elt obliged to honor the promise made to the dying emperor 23 
J g YEN! 


years before. 


Silver denarius (3.29 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 161. IMP L AVREL 
VERVS AVG, his bare head right /PROV DEOR TR P COS II, 
Providentia standing left, holding globe and cornucopiae. RIC 
463. BMCRE 35. Cohen 144. Extremely fine. 


A.D. 177-192 


493. Silver denarius (3.54 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 192. L AEL AVREL 


494 


COMM AVG P FEL, his head right, clad in the lion's skin of 
Hercules/HERCVL/RO-MAN/AV-GV in three lines divided by club, 
all within wreath. RIC 251. BMCRE 339. Cohen 190. 

Very fine plus. 


In the final part of his reign Commodus' megalomania had deve- 
loped to the point where he considered himself to be the reincar- 
nation of Hercules, hence this extraordinary type. 


Orichalcum sestertius (28.64 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 190. M 
COMMOD ANT P FELIX AVG BRIT P P, his laureate head right/GEN 
\VG FELIC P M TR P XV IMP VIII COS VI, Genius, naked to waist, 
standing left, sacrificing from patera over altar and holding 
cornucopiae, S - C in field. RIC 561. BMCRE 645. Cohen 174. 
Black patina. Extremely fine/very fine plus. 


495. 


496. 


Pertinax 
497. 


498. 


Silver didrachm (reduced weight, 4.66 gm). Mint of Caesarea in 
Cappadocia, A.D. 181-2. AVTO M AVP KOMOAOC AN CE, his lau- 
reate head right/)VITATOC T TAT TATPI, representation of 
Mount Argaeus, with trees on slopes, and star above summit. 
BMC Galatia, Cappadocia & Syria, p. 71, 204 variant (obv. 
legend varies). Scarce. Bold portrait. Very fine plus. 


Bronze 27.5 mm. (11.42 gm). Mint of Anchialus in Thrace. AVT 
KAI M AYP KOMOAOC, his bearded laureate, draped and cuirassed 
bust right/H- KAI POYIAIANOY, city gate, flanked by two to- 
wers connected by colonnade above the portal; in exergue, ATXIA 
AE/QN. For the rev. type cf. BMC Thrace, p. 85, 12 (of Cara 
calla). A piece of outstanding quality. A magnificent specimen 

of this very rare and interesting type. Brown patina. Superb. 


The complete absence of wear on this piece reveals all the 
architectural details of the city gate of Anchialus, a settlement 
on the western shores of the Black Sea, between Mesembria and 
Apollonia Pontica. The reverse inscription is unusual in that it 
gives the name of the Roman Legate in addition to the ethnic. 


A.D. 193, January Ist-March 28th 


Silver denarius (3.31 gm). Rome mint. IMP CAES P HELV PERTIN 
AVG, his laureate head right) VOTA DECEN TR P COS II, emperor, 
togate, standing left, sacrificing from patera over tripod altar. 
RIC 13a. BMCRE 24. Cohen 56. 

Very rare. About Extrememly fine. 


Although Pertinax here looks forward to his first decade of rule, 
his reign in fact lasted a mere 86 days before he was murdered 
in his palace by a band of mutinous guards. 


Orichalcum sestertius (27.17 gm). Rome mint. IMP CAES P HELV 
PERTIN AVG, his laureate head right/LIB AVG TR P COS IU, 
Liberalitas standing left, holding abacus and cornucopiae, S - C in 
field. RIC 18 variant (PERTINAX on obv.). BMCRE 38 variant. 
Cohen 25 variant. 

Very rare. With a splendid portrait. Very fine plus. 


Ex NFA XII, March 1983, lot 308. Ex Leu 10, 1974, lot 211. 
The Liberalitas type commemorates the distribution of 400 ses- 
tertii per head to the Roman people, on the occasion of Perti- 
nax's accession. The abbreviated form of the emperor's name 
(PERTIN instead of PERTINAX) is most unusual for this denomina- 
tion. 





Pescennius Niger 


499 


Clodius Albinus 
S00. 


Septimius Severus 
501. 


A.D. 193-195 


Silver denarius (3.02 gm). Antioch mint. [IMP CAE]S C PESCE 

NIGER IVSTI A, his laureate head right/MINER [VIJCTRIS, Minerva 

standing left, holding shield on right arm, and thrusting down- 

ward with spear held in left hand. Cf. Cohen 54 (incomplete 
description) = RIC 61 = BMCRE p. 79, 309 note. 

Very rare. An exceptionally fine piece for this reign. 

Good Extremely fine. 


As with much of the coinage of this brief reign, this type is not 
properly documented. After Pescennius’ downfall, following the 
battle of Issus, Septimius Severus seems to have made a most 
thorough job of withdrawing his rival's coinage from circulation. 


A.D. 195-197 


Silver denarius (2.91 gm). Lugdunum mint. IMP CAES D CLO SEP 
ALB AVG., his laureate head right/FIDES LEGION COS IL, clasped 
hands holding legionary eagle. RIC 20b. BMCRE 284. Cohen 24. 

Rare. Extremely fine. 


Following the defeat of Pescennius Niger, Septimius Severus had 
his western rival declared a public enemy, thus forcing the for- 
mer Caesar to raise the standards of rebellion. In a close-fought 
battle near Lugdunum, early in A.D. 197, Albinus was defeated 
and shortly thereafter took his own life. 


A.D. 193-211 


Gold aureus (7.03 gm). Laodiceia mint, A.D. 200. L SEPT SEV 
AVG IMP XI PART MAX, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VIRT AVGG, Roma, in military attire, standing left, hold- 
ing Victory and resting on shield, upright spear behind. RIC 517 
and BMCRE p. 289, * (both cited from Hirsch Sale XXIX, 
Nov. 1910, lot 1145). Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Silver denarius (3.42 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 202. SEVERVS PIVS 
AVG, his laureate head right/(ADVENT AVGG, emperor on horse- 
back prancing left, his right hand raised, holding spear in left, 
preceded by soldier holding vexillum and restraining the horse by 
its tether. RIC 248. BMCRE 304. Cohen 1. Hill 575. 

Scarce. Very fine plus. 


Septimius Severus and Julia Domna 


503. 


Silver denarius (3.17 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 201. SEVERVS PIVS 
AVG, his laureate head right/IVLIA AVGVSTA, draped bust of Julia 
Domna right, her hair elaborately waved, with large bun on the 
back of the head RIC 273. BMCRE 342. Cohen (Severus & Julia) 
3. Hill 556. Very rare. Extremely fine. 
In order to promote political stability Severus used the coinage 
to help gain popular acceptance of the dynastic principle of suc- 
cession, an idea which had never really taken firm root in the 
Roman imperial system. This led to the introduction of some 
unusual and attractive coin types in the precious metals featuring 
various portrait combinations of the Severan family. 


Septimius Severus, with Julia Domna, Caracalla and Geta 


504. 


Gold aureus (7.38 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 202. SEVER P AVG P M 
TR P X COS Il, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/FELICITAS SAECVLI, draped bust of Julia Domna facing, 
between laureate and draped bust of Caracalla right, and bare- 
headed and draped bust of Geta left RIC 18lc. BMCRE 380. 
Cohen (Severus, Julia, Caracalla & Geta) 5. Hill 607. 
Very rare, and one of the most attractive 
of the dynastic types. Extremely fine plus. 


This beautiful piece, the only one of the dynastic issues to depict 
all four members of the Severan family, is exceptional in that it 
portrays a facing bust of the empress, a highly unusual icono- 
graphic feature on the pre-4th century Roman coinage. This type 
was imitated later in the 3rd century by the Gallic usurper 
Postumus who, on one of his aurei, has a reverse with three ra- 
diate busts similarly depicted. 


Julia Domna, wife of Septimius Severus, mother of Caracalla and 


505; 


506. 


Geta 

Silver denarius (3.02 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 207. IVLIA 
AVGVSTA, her draped bust right, hair elaborately waved, with 
large bun on back of head/FECVNDITAS, Fecunditas (or Terra), 
naked to waist, reclining left on ground beneath tree, right hand 
resting on large star-spangled globe, left arm on basket of fruit, 
small figures of the four Seasons in background. RIC 549. 
BMCRE 21. Cohen 35. Hill 888 


A rare and attractive type. About extremely fine. 


Orichalcum sestertius (26.73 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 211. IVLIA 
AVGVSTA, her draped bust right, hair elaborately waved/IVNONI 
LVCINAE, Juno enthroned left, holding flower in right hand, and 
child wrapped in swaddling clothes on left arm, S C in exergue. 
RIC 857. BMCRE 770. Cohen 94. Hill 1266. 

Dark green patina. Extremely fine 


Julia Domna and Geta 


= 
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Caracalla, as Caesar under Septimius Severus 
508. 


Silver denarius (3.37 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 201. IVLIA 
\VGVSTA, her draped bust right, hair elaborately waved, with 
large bun on back of head/P SEPT GETA CAES PONT, bare-headed 
and draped bust of young Geta right RIC 571 variant (rev. bust 
draped and cuirassed). BMCRE 61. Cohen (Julia & Geta) 1 
variant. Hill 497. Very rare. Weakly struck on obverse. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


A.D. 196-198 


Gold aureus (7.14 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 197. M AVR ANTON 
CAES PONTIF, his young bare-headed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/PRINCIPI] IVVENTVTIS, prince, in military attire, standing 
left beside trophy on right, holding baton and sceptre. RIC 1 3b. 
BMCRE 207. Cohen 504. Hill 289. 

Very rare. About extremely fine. 


Although only 8 years of age, Caracalla was given the rank of 


Caesar by his father Septimius Severus during the civil war with 
the former Caesar, Clodius Albinus. Two years later he was fur- 
ther elevated to the rank of Augustus and co-emperor. 


Caracalla A.D. 198-217 


509. 


510. 


Silver antoninianus or double denarius (4.94 gm). Rome mint, 
A.D. 217. ANTONINVS PIVS AVG GERM, his mature radiate, 
draped and cuirassed bust right/P M TR P XX COS IIII P P, Sol, 
naked but for cloak over shoulders, standing left, right hand 
raised, holding whip in left RIC 293f. BMCRE191. Cohen 390 
variant (oby. bust draped only). Hill 1634. Extremely fine plus. 


Introduced in A.D. 215, this new silver denomination is named 
after its creator, the Emperor Caracalla, whose official name 
was Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. After a few years its issue was 
discontinued under Elagabalus (218-222), but it was reintroduced 
by Balbinus and Pupienus in 238 and thereafter rapidly 
superseded the denarius as the standard silver denomination of 
the Roman coinage. 


Orichalcum sestertius (27.97 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 213. M 
AVREL ANTONINVS PIVS AVG BRIT, his mature laureate and 
cuirassed bust right/P M TR P XVI IMP II, COS III P P/ S C in 
exergue, view of the Circus Maximus in Rome, wih arcade and 
tall arch, on right, in foreground, three quadrigae racing around 
the the spina , which has tall central obelisk and turning-posts 
(metae) at both ends, temple and colonnade in background. RIC 
500b. BMCRE 252. Cohen 236. Hill 1419 
Very rare, and a type of great architectural interest. 
About extremely fine. 


This impressive type belongs to a special issue commemorating 
Caracalla’s fourth consulship and the restoration of the Circus 
Vaximus, the largest and most popular of Rome's race tracks. 
Located in the Murcia valley, between the Palatine and Aven- 
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514. 


tine hills, its origin was reputed to be pre-republican, though it 
was rebuilt by Caesar. It measured 600 meters long by 150 wide, 
one lap being approximately 1500 meters. There were seven laps 
to each race, measured by movable eggs and dolphins, rep- 
resenting the Dioscuri and Neptune. 


Orichalcum sestertius (25.51 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 213. M 
AVREL ANTONINVS PIVS AVG BRIT, his mature laureate head 
right/PROVIDENTIAE DEORYM, Providentia standing left, point- 
ing with rod at globe at her feet, and resting on sceptre, S - C in 
field. RIC S5l1la BMCRE 242. Cohen 532. Hill 1384. 

Nice brown patina. Splendid portrait. Extremely fine. 


Copper as (11.82 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 215. ANTONINVS PIVS 
AVG GERM, his mature laureate head right/P M TR P XVIII COS 
Ill] P P, Aesculapius standing facing, looking left, resting on 
serpent-staff, globe at feet to right, S - C in field. Cohen 304 = 
RIC 553a = BMCRE 293, note (cited from the specimen in 
Vienna). Hill 1504. Rare variant of reverse type, 

without Telesphorus. Nice dark green patina. Very fine plus. 


The appearance of Aesculapius (Asklepios), the god of medicine, 
refers to vows undertaken for the recovery of the emperor from 
illness. 


Silver tetradrachm (11.63 gm). Mint of Seleuceia ad Caly- 


cadnum, in Cilicia, circa A.D. 215. AV K M AVP ANTQNINOC, his 


mature laureate and cuirassed bust right/(CEAEVKEQN TQN TIPOC 
TQ KAA-VKAA-NQ, naked Herakles standing facing, looking 
right, wearing lion's skin, holding quiver by strap in right hand, 
club in left, C - E in field) BMC Lycaonia, Isauria & Cilicia, p. 
134, 29 = Sear (Greek Imperial Coins and Their Value) 2632. 
Very rare. About extremely fine. 


This exceptional issue was probably made on the occasion of the 
emperor's passage through Cilicia on his way to Syria to initiate 
preparations for his Parthian campaign. 


Silver tetradrachm (12.75 gm). Mint of Aradus, in Phoenicia, c. 
A.D. 215-17. AVTOK M A ANTQNINOC, his mature laureate and 
cuirassed bust left, holding spear over right shoulder and large 
shield on left arm/AHMAPX EE VITATOC TO A, eagle standing 
facing. looking right, wings spread, wreath in beak, crescent 
between legs. Bellinger (The Syrian Tetradrachms of Caracalla 
and Macrinus) p. 71, 236 and pl. XVII, 2 (same obv. die). 

Rare and attractive. Superb. 


This belongs to a large series of base silver tetradrachms issued 
by Caracalla from a number of Syrian, Phoenician and 
Palestinian mints during the last two years of his reign. These 
were associated with the financing of his projected invasion of 
Parthia. 
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Geta 
516. 


Medallic bronze 41 mm. (36.94 gm). Mint of Philippopolis in 
Thrace, circa A.D. 214. AVT K M AVP CEV ANTQNEINOC, his 
mature laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right/KOINON 
OPAKQN AAEEAN EN OIAIMIMO around, ITIOAL in ex., I1Y-OIA 
in field, naked Herakles standing right, right hand on hip, left 
holding club wrapped in lion's skin and set on rock. Cf. BMC 
Thrace, pp. 165-6, 36-41 for other issues of the same agonistic 
series, though with different types. Very rare and interesting. 
Unusually well preserved for a piece of this medallic size. 

Dark brown patina. About extremely fine. 


This celebrates the holding of the Pythian Games, second only in 
importance to the Olympian amongst the chief Hellenic festivals. 
Caracalla was traveling through Thrace in A.D. 214, on his way 
to the East, and may well have attended this gathering in person, 
hence the magnificence of the commemorative coin issues. 


A.D. 209-212 
Silver denarius (3.56 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 209. IMP CAES P 
SEPT GETA PIVS AVG, his bearded laureate head right/PONTIF TR P 
COS Il, emperor on horseback galloping left, trampling enemy 
and brandishing spear. RIC 68. BMCRE 17. Cohen 130. Hill 
ize. Scarce. Extremely fine. 


Geta’s elevation to the rank of Augustus came in the latter part 
of A.D. 209 in Britain, where the entire imperial family were in 
residence in connection with the campaigns in the north. Despite 
the military nature of this reverse type Geta's role in the war 
was purely passive at this time, and he had been left behind, 
probably in London, while his father and elder brother invaded 
Caledonia. 


Macrinus A.D. 217-218 


Si. 


Silver denarius (3.47 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 217. IMP C M OPEL 
SEV MACRINVS AVG, his laureate and cuirassed bust right/PONTIF 
MAX TR P COS P P, Felicitas standing left, holding long caduceus 
and cornucopiae. RIC 21. BMCRE 35. Cohen 65. 

Good extremely fine. 


Orichalcum sestertius (23.69 gm). Rome mint. IMP CAES M OPEL 
SEV MACRINVS AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/PROVIDENTIA DEORVM, Providentia standing left, pointing 
with rod at globe at her feet, and holding cornucopiae, S C in 
field. RIC 195. BMCRE 140. Cohen 110. Rare. 

Bold “realistic” portrait with full beard. Very fine plus. 


Ex NFA IV, March 1977, lot 626. 


Macrinus and Diadumenian 
519. Bronze 5 assaria (27mm., 10.93 gm). Mint of Marcianopolis, in 
Moesia Inferior, under the Roman legate Pontianus. AVT K OTEA 
AI CEV MAKPEINOC K M OTIEAAI ANTQNEINOC, laureate, dra- 
ped and cuirassed bust of Macrinus right, facing bare headed and 
draped bust of Diademenian left/VI1 MONTIANOV MAPKIANO 
MOAEITQN, Homonoia standing left, holding patera and cornu- 
copiae, E in left field. BMC Thrace, p. 32, 34 variant (altar at 
feet of Homonoia, E in right field, and legends vary). Very rare. 
Attractive portraits and with black patina. Extremely fine. 


This city, situated a few miles from the coast of the Black Sea, 
west of Odessus, was founded by Trajan and named in honor of 
his sister Marciana. Its coins issued during the first half of the 
3rd century are especially interesting, as they frequently bear 
double portraits on the obverse and include the names of the 
Roman legates in their reverse inscriptions. 


Diadumenian, as Caesar under Macrinus A.D. 217-218 


520. Silver denarius (3.11 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 217. M OPEL ANT 
DIADVMENIAN CAES, his bare-headed and draped bust right/ 
PRINC IVVENTVTIS, prince, in military attire, standing left, 
looking right, holding standard and sceptre, two more standards 
to right RIC 102. BMCRE 87. Cohen 3. 

Rare. Charming portrait. Extremely fine. 
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. Silver denarius (3.35 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 218. M OPEL ANT 
DIADVMENIAN CAES, his bare-headed and draped bust right/SPES 
PVBLICA, Spes advancing left, holding flower and raising drapery 
of dress. RIC 116. BMCRE 94. Cohen 21. Rare. 

A more mature portrait than the previous lot. 
Good extremely fine. 


Elagabalus A.D. 218-222 

522. Gold aureus (6.41 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 218-19. IMP CAES M 
AVR ANTONINVS AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/FIDES EXERCITVS, Fides seated left, holding eagle and 
resting on standard, another standard to left RIC 69. BMCRE 
10. Cohen 34. Very rare. Extremely fine. 
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. Silver denarius (3.25 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 221. IMP 
ANTONINVS PIVS AVG, his laureate and draped bust right, with 
horn above forehead/P M TR P IIIl COS III P P, emperor standing 
left, sacrificing from patera over altar at his feet, and holding 
club (?) upwards in left hand, large star in left field, traces of 
another star, apparently engraved in error and obliterated on the 
die, in right field. RIC 46. BMCRE 256. Cohen 196/208. Superb. 





Severus Alexander 
525. Silver denarius (2.93 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 232. IMP ALEX 


Diva Paulina, wife of Maximinus I 


Julia Paula, first wife of Elagabalus 
$24. Silver denarius (2.82 gm). Antioch mint, A.D. 219-20. IVLIA 


PAVLA AVG, her draped bust right, hair elaborately waved and 

fastened in plait(CONCORDIA AVGG, Concordia seated left on 

curule chair, holding patera and double cornucopiae. Cf. Cohen 16 
= RIC 216 (neither mentions the curule chair). BMCRE 321. 

A delightful specimen of this rare type. 

Extremely fine plus. 


A.D. 222-235 


ANDER PIVS AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right/ 
MARS VLTOR, Mars, in military attire, advancing right, holding 
spear in right hand, shield on left arm. RIC 246. BMCRE 831. 
Cohen 161. Brilliant. Superb. 


526. Orichalcum sestertius (24.31 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 223. IMP 


CAES M AVR SEV ALEXANDER AVG, his laureate, draped and 
cuirassed bust right/PONTIF MAX TR P II COS P P, Securitas seated 
left at ease, holding sceptre in right hand, left arm resting on 
back of throne, altar at her feet, S C in exergue. RIC 407. 
BMCRE 123. Cohen 463. Brown patina. Extremely fine. 


527. Copper as (13.12 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 232. IMP ALEXANDER 


PIVS AVG, his laureate bust right, light drapery on left shoulder/ 
PROVIDENTIA AVG, Providentia (or Annona) standing left, 
holding corn-ears and cornucopiae, modius at feet, S - C in field. 
RIC 644. BMCRE 893. Cohen 504. Struck on a full flan. 

Nice dark green patina. Extremely fine. 


Julia Mamaea, mother of Severus Alexander 
528. Copper as (10.52 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 226. IVLIA MAMAEA 


AVGVSTA, her diademed and draped bust right/VESTA, Vesta, 
veiled, standing left, holding palladium and resting on sceptre, S 
-C in field. RIC 709. BMCRE 392. Cohen 84. 

Dark brown patina. Extremely fine. 


died A.D. 235 


Silver denarius (3.10 gm). Rome mint, under Maximinus I, 
A.D. 236. DIVA PAVLINA, her veiled and draped bust right/ 
CONSECRATIO, peacock standing facing, looking left, tail in 
splendor. RIC |. BMCRE 135. Cohen 1. 

Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Although her name is not mentioned by any of the ancient 
historians, the numismatic evidence proves that Paulina was the 
wife of Maximinus I. On the basis of an extremely rare dated 
Greek Imperial issue from the Cilician mint of Anazarbus it 
would seem that Paulina must have died very soon after her 


husband's accession in March, A.D. 235 


Maximus Caesar A.D. 235-238 


530. 


Gordian I Africanus 


Sail 


Gordian II Africanus 


532. 


Silver denarius (2.89 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 236. IVL VERVS 
MAXIMVS CAES, his bare-headed and draped bust right/PIETAS 
AVG, emblems of priesthood: jug between lituus and knife to 
left, and simpulum and sprinkler to right RIC 1. BMCRE 118. 
Cohen |. Rare. Extremely fine. 


C. Julius Verus Maximus, the young son of Maximinus 1, held the 
rank of Caesar throughout his father's 3-year reign, and shared 
his fate when the emperor was murdered by mutinous troops in 
northern Italy on June 24th, A.D. 238. 


A.D. 238, March 22nd-April 12th 


Orichalcum sestertius (15.57 gm). Rome mint. IMP CAES M ANT 
GORDIANVS AFR AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VICTORIA AVGG, Victory advancing left, holding wreath 
and palm, S - C in field. RIC 12. BMCRE 14. Cohen 14. 


Very rare. green-brown patina. About extremely fine. 


Ex Munzen & Medaillen "Auctiones” 10, 1979, lot 685. Despite 
the extreme brevity of the joint reign, in North Africa, of Gor- 
dian I and II, father and son, the extent of their coinage, 
produced hundreds of miles away in Rome, betrays the fact that 
there was undoubtedly senatorial connivance with the provincial 
rebellion against the Emperor Maximinus. The dies must have 
been prepared weil in advance, and the issues in the names of 
the Gordiani would have continued after their deaths, until the 
senatorial election of Balbinus and Pupienus. 


A.D. 238, March 22nd-April 12th 


Silver denarius (3.14 gm). Rome mint. IMP M ANT GORDIANVS 
AFR AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right/ 
PROVIDENTIA AVGG, Providentia standing left, legs crossed, 
resting on column, pointing with rod at globe at her feet, and 
holding cornucopiae. RIC 1. BMCRE 19. Cohen 5. 

Very rare. Extremely fine. 


The younger Gordian, himself in his late forties, led a force of 
volunteer militia against the legionary army of Capellianus, 
governor of Numidia, who had remained loyal to the Emperor 
Maximinus in the face of the revolt. In the ensuing battle fought 
at Thysdrus on April 12th, A.D. 238, Gordian II was defeated 
and slain, and his father committed suicide on receiving the 
news. 





Balbinus 


22 
34 
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534. 


Pupienus 


ate No 


Gordian III 


536. 


£27 
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A.D. 238, April 22nd-July 29th 

Silver antoninianus (4.00 gm). Rome mint. IMP CAES D CAEL 
BALBINVS AVG, his radiate, draped and cuirassed bust right/ 
CONCORDIA AVGG, clasped hands. RIC 10. BMCRE 67. Cohen 3. 
Rare. Extremely fine. 


On news of the deaths of the Gordiani reaching Rome the senate, 
now committed to being actively opposed to the Emperor Maxi- 
minus, elected two of their own number, Balbinus and Pupienus, 
to jointly occupy the throne. Fortunately, civil war was averted 
when Maximinus was murdered by his own troops two months 
lateright During their brief reign Balbinus and Pupienus reintro- 
duced Caracalla’s double denarius which had not been issued for 
almost two decades, since the reign of Elagabalus. 


Orichalcum sestertius (23.62 gm). Rome mint. IMP CAES D CAEL 
BALBINVS AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right/ 
LIBERALITAS AVGVSTORVM, Liberalitas standing left, holding 
abacus and cornucopiae, S - C in field. RICI1S. BMCRE 2. Cohen 
I Ie Rare, and with a splendid portrait. 

Light brown patina. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 238, April 22nd-July 29th 

Silver antoninianus (4.18 gm). Rome mint. IMP CAES PVPIEN 
MAXIMVS AVG, his radiate, draped and cuirassed bust right/ 
CARITAS MVTVA AVGG, clasped hands. RIC 10b. BMCRE 87. 
Cohen 3. Rare. Extremely fine. 


Despite their frequent protestations of mutual affection on the 
coinage, Balbinus and Pupienus were constantly in conflict with 
one anotheright Ultimately, the praetorian guards invaded the 
palace and murdered the senatorial nominees, proclaiming the 
young Caesar Gordian III emperor in their place. 


A.D. 238-244 

Gold aureus (4.86 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 241/2. IMP GORDIANVS 
PIVS FEL AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right/P M 
TR P Ill COS Il P P, emperor, in military attire, standing right, 
holding spear and globe. RIC 105. Cohen 252. 

Brilliant. Fleur de coin. 


Orichalcum sestertius (17.94 gm). Rome mint, circa A.D. 241-3. 
IMP GORDIANVS PIVS FEL AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed 
bust right/LIBERTAS AVG, Libertas standing left, holding pileus 
and sceptre, S - C in field. RIC 318a. Cohen 153. 

Brown patina. Extremely fine. 


Otacilia Severa, wife of Philip I 


538. 


nN 
WwW 
oO 


Trajan Decius 


540. 


Orichalcum sestertius (21.35 gm). Rome mint, circa A.D. 245. 
MARCIA OTACIL SEVERA AVG, her diademed and draped bust 
right, hair elaborately waved/PVDICITIA AVG, Pudicitia seated 
left, her right hand raised and drawing out veil from her head, 
holding sceptre in left, S C in exergue RIC 209a. Cohen 55. 
Light green patina. About extremely fine. 


Orichalcum sestertius (21.48 gm). Rome mint, circa A.D. 245, 
Another specimen, all as last. 
Brown patina. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 249-251 


Orichalcum double sestertius (28.87 gm). Rome mint. IMP CMQ 
TRAIANVS DECIVS AVG, his radiate and cuirassed bust right/ 
FELICITAS SAECVLI, Felicitas standing left, resting on long 
caduceus and holding cornucopiae, S - C in field. RIC 1 15a. Cohen 
39. Splendid bold portrait. Brown patina. Extremely fine. 


Trajan Decius experimented considerably with the coinage 
during his brief reign, introducing a splendid new denomination, 
the medallic double sestertius, and reviving another, the semis 
(half as), which had not been struck since the early part of the 
2nd century. Neither of these innovations was continued by his 
SUCCESSOrS. 


Orichalcum semis (3.21 gm). Rome mint. IMP C M Q TRAIANVS 
DECIVS AVG, his laureate and cuirassed bust right/No reverse 
legend, Mars, in military attire, standing left, resting on shield 
and spear, S - C in field. RIC 128. Cohen 102. 

Rare. Brown patina. About extremely fine. 


It may well be that in his reintroduction of this obsolete denomi- 
nation the Emperor Decius was motivated by the fact that 
Trajan, whose name he had adopted on his accession, was the 
last emperor to strike semisses as a regular part of the monetary 
system. In the chaotic political situation of the mid-3rd century 
he hoped to restore the old Roman virtues and traditions of 
military conquest which, for him, were personified by Trajan. 


Vo 
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Volusian A.D. 251-253 


542 


Bronze medallion (36mm., 54.44 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 251. 
IMP CAE C VIB VOLVSIANO AVG, his laureate, draped and 
cuirassed bust right/(ADVENTVS AVGG, the two emperors, 
Trebonianus Gallus and Volusian, riding left on horseback, side 
by side, preceded by Victory, holding wreath and palm, and 
followed by two infantrymen, the nearest holding spear over 
right shoulder and shield on left arm, two standards and 
vexillum in background. Cf. Cohen 3 (citing the British Museum 
specimen: CAES for CAE on obv., probably in error; type 
described as "Son buste laure a droite a mi-corps") = Gnecchi p. 
104, 1. The same reverse type occurs on medallions of 
Trebonianus Gallus (Cohen 5, Gnecchi p. 102, 1) and Trebonianus 
Gallus with Volusian (Cohen 2, Gnecchi p. 103, 2). 

A magnificent example of mid-3rd century medallic art, in an 
outstanding state of preservation. Extremely rare, being only the 
second known specimen (the other, in the British Museum, being 
much inferior). Beautiful glossy black patina. A most desirable 
piece. Superb. 


The obvious occasion for the issue of this splendid com- 
memorative medallion would have been the arrival in Rome of 
Trebonianus Gallus and Volusian in the summer of A.D. 251. 
Gallus had been proclaimed emperor by the army following the 
death of Trajan Decius in battle against the Goths. After con- 
cluding a peace treaty with the victorious invaders the new 
emperor returned to Rome where he elevated Hostilian, the sur- 
viving son of his predecessor, to the rank of co-emperor, giving 
his own son Volusian the lesser title of Caesar. Hostilian died of 
the plague later the same year and Volusian was promoted to the 
rank of Augustus. As this medallion was issued in the name of 
Volusian as Augustus it must belong to the period after the death 
of Hostilian, and thus be considerably later than the return of 
Gallus and Volusian from the northern frontier. The problem still 
awaits a convincing solution. 


Aemilian A.D. 253, c. July-October 


543. 


Silver antoninianus (3.42 gm). Rome mint. IMP AEMILIANVS 
PIVS FEL AVG, his radiate, draped and cuirassed bust right/ROMAE 
AETERN, Roma, in military attire, standing left, holding phoenix 
on globe and spear, left arm resting on shield. RIC 9. Cohen 41. 
Rare. Extremely fine. 


This highly unusual representation of Roma depicts her holding 
the immortal bird, a fitting attribute for the goddess of the 
eternal city” which had so recently celebrated its millennium. 


Diva Mariniana, wife of Valerian died before A.D. 253 
544. Silver antoninianus (2.77gm). Rome mint, circa A.D. 253-4. 


DIVAE MARINIANAE, her veiled and draped bust right, crescent 
behind shoulders/CONSECRATIO, Mariniana seated left on peacock 
flying right, her right hand raised, holding sceptre in left RIC 6. 
Cohen 16. Rare. 

Slight abrasion on oby. behind the ear. Very fine plus. 


On the evidence of her coins, all of which are posthumous, it 
would seem that Mariniana was already dead at the time of her 
husband's accession. Her sole Greek Imperial issue is a bronze 
coin from the mint of Viminacium, bearing the local date "15" (= 
A.D. 253/4), and it seems likely that the entire output of coinage 
in Mariniana‘a name was made within Valerian’s first year. 


Gallienus A.D. 253-268 
545. Gold aureus (3.59 gm). Rome mint, Ist officina, period of sole 


rule, A.D. 260-68. GALLIENVS AVG, his radiate head right/ 
VIRTVS AVG, Mars, in military attire, standing left, holding 
globe and resting on sceptre, P in right field. RIC 90 variant (P 
in left field on rev.). Cohen 1220. 

Very rare. Brilliant. Fleur de coin. 


At this time of extreme economic and political disruption the 
weights of the gold coinage show much variation, and it seems 
likely that in the absence of a dependable monetary system such 
pieces would have been carefully weighed before changing 
hands. This exceptionally fine specimen could well have been 
struck from antoninianus dies. 


Postumus, usurper in the Western provinces A.D. 259-268 
546. Orichalcum sestertius (19.90 gm). Cologne mint, circa A.D. 260. 


IMP C POSTVMVS P F AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VIRTVS AVG, Virtus standing right, resting on spear and 
shield, S - C in field. RIC 180. Cohen 423. Bastien "Le Mon- 
nayage de Bronze de Postume,” p. 117,9. Rare. 
An unusually well-struck example of the aes coinage 

of this emperor. Green-brown patina. 

About extremely fine. 


Ex Sternberg VIII, 1978, lot 645. Ex Hess-Leu 28, 1965, lot 
506. Although a usurper, Postumus’ regime was, in many ways, 
more secure than that of the legitimate emperor Gallienus. This 
is reflected in his coinage, which is generally better produced 
than that of the central government. The metal from which the 
antoniniani were struck was of a superior alloy, and the bronze 
denominations were still issued in some quantity from Cologne, 
unlike Rome where their production had almost ceased. 











Probus A.D. 276-282 
550. Billon quinarius (1.56 gm). Rome mint, circa A.D. 277-9. IMP 


Aurelian A.D. 270-275 
547. Copper as (6.53 gm). Rome mint, 4th officina, circa A.D. 274-5. 


IMP AVRELIANVS AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
left, right hand raised/CONCORDIA AVG, Aurelian, in military 
attire, standing left, resting on sceptre and clasping hands with 
the Empress Severina standing right, rad. bust of Sol right in 
upper field, D in exergue. RIC 81. Cohen 36. Hunter IV, p.123, 
29 and pl. 31 (same dies). 

Very rare obverse variant. Brown patina, Extremely fine. 


Aurelian, in addition to his great military achievements, under- 
took a reform of the currency in the latter part of his reign. 
There was a marked improvement in the billon antoniniant, 
which had sunk to a deplorable level of debasement in the 
preceding reigns, and aes denominations reappeared, though in 
much diminished quantities. 


Severina, wife of Aurelian 
548. Copper as (7.45 gm). Rome mint, 6th officina, circa A.D. 274-5. 


SEVERINA AVG, her diademed and draped bust right/IVNO 
REGINA, Juno, veiled, standing left, holding patera and resting on 
sceptre, peacock at feet, S in ex. RIC 7. Cohen 9. Hunter IV, p. 
139; Id. Rare. Dark green patina. About extremely fine. 


During the 6-month interregnum, between the assassination of 


Aurelian and the election of Tacitus, coinage in the name of the 
widowed Empress Severina continued, and she may actually 
have exercised some executive powers at this time. 


Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra, and Augusta A.D. 271-272 
549. Billon antoninianus (3.88 gm). Antioch mint. S ZENOBIA AVG, 


her diademed and draped bust right, crescent behind shoulders/ 

IVNO REGINA, Juno standing left, holding patera and resting on 

sceptre, peacock at feet, star in left field. Cf. RIC V, part II, p. 

584, 2 (cited from Gnecchi in Riv. /t., 1890: incomplete 
description and authenticity mistakenly doubted). 

A coin of the greatest rarity and historical interest: 

fewer than ten recorded specimens. About extremely fine. 


Septimia Zenobia was the wife of Odenathus, ruler of the Syrian 
desert kingdom of Palmyra. On her husband's death she took 
over the government on behalf of her young son, Vabalathus, and 
considerably extended the Palmyrene Empire to include Egypt 
and part of Asia Minor. When she and her son claimed imperial 
titles in A.D. 271] Aurelian marched against her and defeated the 
Palmyrenes, restoring the lost provinces to the Empire. Zenobia 
was brought back to Rome as an honored captive to adorn the 
emperor's triumph, and was then allowed to retire to a villa near 
libur, where she spent the remainder of her days. 
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Divus Nigrinian, son of Carinus 


PROBVS P F AVG, his laureate and cuirassed bust right/ VICTORIA 
GERM, two German captives seated on ground, either side of 
trophy. RIC 274. Cohen 774. Rare. Extremely fine. 


Probus spent the years 277-9 in Gaul, dealing with raids by the 
Alamanni, the Franks and the Burgundians, and strengthening the 
Rhine frontier. It is these achievements which are 
commemorated on this unusual denomination, the tiny dies for 
which were executed with great precision by the engravers of the 
Rome mint. 


Copper as (6.43 gm). Rome mint. IMP C M AVR PROBVS P AVG, 
his laureate and cuirassed bust right/VIRTVS AVG, emperor, in 
military attire, standing right, holding spear and globe. RIC 301. 
Cohen 838. Hunter IV, p. i67, 73 and pl. 40 (same dies). 

Very rare. Beautiful glossy green patina. About extremely fine. 


died before November, A.D. 284 


552. Billon antoninianus (3.26 gm). Rome mint, Ist officina, late 


Diocletian 
553. Silver argenteus (2.91 


A.D. 284-early A.D. 285. DIVO NIGRINIANO, his radiate bust 
right, with hint of drapery on left shoulder /CONSECRATIO, eagle 
standing facing, looking left, wings spread, KAUA in exergue. 
RIC 472. Cf. Cohen 3 ("Son buste a droite, la poitrine 
decouverte"). 

Very rare. Traces of original silvering. Very fine plus. 


Nigrinian is not mentioned by any of the ancient historians, but 
the numismatic evidence strongly suggests that he was the son of 
Carinus, and that he died either before his father’s accession or 
at some point during his reign. His rare coinage, dedicated to 
"Divo Nigriniano," is contemporary with the posthumous issues in 
honor of Carinus’ brother, Numerian, who died in November, 
A.D. 284. 


A.D. 284-305 

gm). Siscia mint, circa A.D. 294. 
DIOCLETIANVS AVG, his laureate head right/VIRTVS MILITVM, the 
four tetrarchs (Diocletian, Maximian, Constantius and Galerius) 
sacrificing over tripod-altar before gateway of military camp. 
RIC 32a. Cf. Cohen 517 (MILIT on rev., in error). 

Rare. Exceptionally struck. Fleur de coin. 


As part of his extensive currency reform Diocletian 
reintroduced, for the first time in many generations, silver Coins 
of good quality metal, corresponding in weight to the Neronian 
denarius. However, this remarkable innovation proved to be im- 
practicable, as there had been a serious official miscalculation 
of the relative value of the denomination in circulation. After a 
large initial output its issue ceased within a very few years. 





554. Bronze follis (7.47 gm). London mint, post-abdication coinage, 


an 


an 


summer A.D. 307. DN DIOCLETIANO P F S AVG, his laureate bust 
right, wearing imperial mantle and holding olive-branch in right 
hand, mappa in lef/QVIESS AVGG, Quies standing left, holding 
branch and resting on sceptre, PLN in exergue. RIC 98. Cohen 
428. Dark brown patina. About extremely fine. 


Diocletian, having established his tetrarchic form of government 
and seen it operate to his satisfaction over a period of 12 years, 
took the unprecedented step of abdicating on May Ist, 305, 
forcing his unwilling co-emperor Maximian to do likewise. The 
system first ran into problems when the new Western Augustus, 
Constantius, died little more than a year later, at which time the 
army proclaimed his son, Constantine, emperor in his place. 
Constantine assumed the lesser rank of Caesar and bided his 
time to see what action the other rulers would take. The mint of 
London was under Constantine's control at the time this issue 
was struck honoring the retired Augustus Diocletian. The unusual 
personification Quies, representing rest and quiet, was appro- 
priate to the former emperor's new circumstances. 


Bronze medallion (34 mm., 23.21 gm). Rome mint, A.D. 286- 
93. IMP C G VAL DIOCLETIANVS P F AVG, his laureate bust right, 
wearing Cuirass ornamented with aegis with head of Medusa at 
center/MONETA IOVI ET HERCVLI AVGG, Moneta standing left, 
holding scales and cornucopiae, pile of money at feet, between 
standing figures of Jupiter, on left, and Hercules, on right, the 
former resting on sceptre and looking right, the latter looking 
left, and holding club and apple, lion's skin on left arm. Cohen 
339. Gnecchi p. 126, 29 (pl. 125, 9, same dies). Very rare, 
and of exceptional quality. Faint traces of original 

silvering especially on reverse. Extremely fine. 


The first stage in the creation of Diocletian's tetrarchy system 
was the elevation of his former comrade in arms, the general 
Maximian, to the rank of co-emperor (A.D. 286). Diocletian re- 
served for himself the government of the Eastern portion of the 
Empire, delegating to his colleague the task of administering the 
affairs of the West. Jupiter, chief of the gods, was selected by 
Diocletian as his special guardian deity, whilst Maximian chose 


Hercules, and the god and the hero gave their names to the 
subsequent lines of eastern and western rulers - Jovian and Her- 
culian. This attractive medallion symbolizes the monetary and 
economic unity of the two halves of the Empire, Jupiter repre- 
senting the senior Augustus in the East, Hercules his colleague in 
the West. 


Maximian, first reign A.D. 286-305 
556. Gold aureus (5.31 gm). Nicomedia mint, circa A.D. 303-4. 
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MAXIMIANVS AVGVSTVS, his laureate head right/XX/MAX1/MI 
AN/I AVG/SMN in five lines within wreath of laurel. RIC 14. 
Cohen 704. Very rare. Superb. 


Diocletian, whose normal place of residence was Nicomedia in 
Asia Minor, visited Rome in A.D. 303 and extracted from his 
reluctant co-emperor Maximian an oath promising that he would 
abdicate simultaneously with Diocletian two years later. In 
Rome the two emperors celebrated their vicennalia (beginning of 
the 20th anniversary of Diocletian's elevation to imperial 
status), and this coin type, unusual for the period, commemorates 
this event. It was struck at Diocletian's capital of Nicomedia to 
which he returned via the Danube frontier the following year. 


Silver argenteus (2.81 gm). Ticinum mint, circa A.D 295. 
MAXIMIANVS AVG, his laureate head right/VIRTVS MILITVM, the 
four tetrarchs (Diocletian, Maximian, Constantius and Galerius) 
sacrificing over tripod-altar before gateway of military camp. 
RIC 18b. Cohen 622. 

A most desirable specimen. Toned. Fleur de coin. 


Copper as (4.76 gm). Rome mint, circa A.D. 286. IMP 
MAXIMIANVS P F AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/IOVI CONSERVAT AVGG, Jupiter standing left, holding 
thunderbolt and resting on sceptre. RIC 533 (pl. X, 8, same 
dies). Cf. Cohen 350 ("petit bronze"). A beautiful specimen of 

this very rare issue. Attractive green patina. Extremely fine. 


This exceptional denomination, a relic of the monetary system of 
the early Empire soon to be swept away by Diocletian's curren- 
cy reform, was probably issued on the occasion of the appoint- 
ment of Maximian as co-emperor in the West. 





Maximian, second reign 


A.D. 306-308 


$59. Gold aureus (5.57 gm). Rome mint, late A.D. 306 - spring A.D. 


307. MAXIMIANVS SEN P F AVG, his laureate head right/FELIX 
INGRESS SEN AVG, Roma seated left, supporting shield inscribed 
VOT/XXX, and resting on sceptre, another shield at her side, E in 
left field, PR in exergue. RIC 136. Extremely rare, 

and of considerable historical interest. Extremely fine. 


Maximian, anxious to return to public life ever since his 
reluctant abdication in May, A.D. 305, seized the opportunity to 
associate himself with his son Maxentius, who had been pro- 
claimed emperor in Rome in opposition to Severus Il. Relations 
between father and son were always somewhat strained, and in 
any case the senior emperor Galerius, with Diocletian's backing, 
was not willing to recognize the rule of the usurper in Italy. 
Ultimately, at the constitutional congress held at Carnuntum, in 
November of 308, Maximian was forced to abdicate for a second 
time and Maxentius was declared a public enemy. The inter- 
esting reverse legend on this piece ("Felix Ingressus") refers to 
the "fortunate entrance” on to the political scene of the "Senior 
Augustus” Maximian, whose restoration to the throne would bring 
order to the present chaotic political situation. 


Constantius I, as Caesar under Maximian A.D. 293-305 


560. Silver argenteus (4.04 gm). Rome mint, 3rd officina, circa A.D. 


561. 


295-7. CONSTANTIVS CAES, his laureate head right/VIRTVS 
MILITYM, the four tetrarchs (Diocletian, Maximian, Constantius 
and Galerius) sacrificing over tripod-altar before gateway of 
military camp, in exergue. RIC 42a. Cf. Cohen 314 (head left, 
in error). Rare. A specimen of unusually heavy weight. 

Good extremely fine. 


Silver argenteus (3.23 gm). Ticinum mint, circa A.D. 300. 
CONSTANTIVS CAESAR, his laureate head right /KCVI/T within 
wreath of laurel. RIC 21a. Cohen 346. 

Very rare and interesting. Superb. 


This type is a direct reference to the monetary arrangements of 
Diocletian's reform. It was decreed that the new silver denomi- 
nation should be struck at the rate of 96 to the pound, hence the 
numeral appearing within the wreath on reverse. 


Galerius Maximian, as Caesar under Diocletian A.D. 293-305 


562. Gold heavy aureus or small medallion 
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( 6.58 gm). Antioch 
mint, circa A.D. 299, special issue celebrating Galerius’ Persian 
victory of the previous year. MAXIMIANVS CAESAR, his laureate 
head right/SOLI INVICTO, radiate and draped bust of Sol right (no 
mint mark). RIC 26 (this coin: cited from the sale of the Sir 
Arthur Evans collection, Ars Classica III, 1922, lot 171; from 
same obv. die as RIC pl. 15, 23b, with rev type turreted bust of 
Tyche). Cf. Cohen 198 (this coin, cited from M. Hamburger: 
bare head on obv., in error) = Gnecchi p. 14, 3. 

Unique. Skillfully plugged in right field, necessitating the re- 
engraving of the letters "S" and '"C" before the Caesar's nose on 
obverse, and the letter "O" at the end of the reverse legend. An 
item of the greatest interest, and with a remarkable pedigree. Of 
excellent style. Very fine plus. 


Ex Hamburger, Vicomte de Ponton d'Amecourt, Montagu, and 
Sir Arthur Evans collections. About a gram heavier than the 
regular aureus, and of more elegant style, this type is best 
regarded as a small, non-currency medallion marking Galerius’ 
victory over the Sassanid Persians. Antioch would have been the 
base for these military operations, which helps to explain the 
unusual omission of a mint mark. The fact that both this 
specimen, and the one of the other type (reverse bust of Tyche) 
which is illustrated in RIC, have been pierced for use as jewelry 
lends weight to the theory that these were medallic presentation 
pieces, perhaps for high-ranking officers in the army which 
defeated the Persians. 


Silver argenteus (3.11 gm). Ticinum mint, circa A.D. 294. 
MAXIMIANVS CAESAR, his laureate head right/VICTORIA 
SARMAT, the four tetrarchs (Diocletian, Maximian, Constantius 
and Galerius) sacrificing over tripod-altar before gateway of 
military camp. RIC 13b. Cohen 208. Rare. Nearly superb. 


One of the first issues of the new denomination following the 
currency reform, the reverse inscription commemorates Diocle- 
tian's recent successes on the northern frontier against the 
Sarmatae, a nomad tribe closely related to the Scythians. 





Galeria Valeria, wife of Galerius Maximian 
564. Bronze follis (6.52 gm). Alexandria mint, 3rd officina, circa 


A.D. 308-310. GAL VALERIA AVG, her diademed and draped bust 
right/VENERI VICTRICI, Venus standing left, holding apple in 
upraised right hand, and lifting drapery over left shoulder, K in 
left field, Pover P in right, ALE in exergue. RIC 110. Cohen 2. 
Brown patina. About extremely fine. 


The daughter of Diocletian, Galeria Valeria was married to 
Galerius Maximian at the time of his elevation to the rank of 
Caesar in 293. It is not clear when she was first accorded the 
title of Augusta, but it was confirmed at the Carnuntum Congress 
late in 308. Following her husband's death in 311 she was badly 
treated at the hands of both Licinius and Maximinus, and was 
eventually executed in 315. 


Severus II, as Caesar under Constantius I A.D. 305-306 
565. Bronze follis (10.54 gm). Rome mint, 3rd officina, A.D. 305. 


SEVERVS NOB CAES, his laureate head right(SAC MON VRB AVGG 

ET CAESS NN, Moneta standing left, holding scales and cornu- 

copiae, star in right field, RT in exergue. RIC 123a. Cohen 62. 
About extremely fine. 


Flavius Valerius Severus was made Caesar in the West, under 
Constantius, on the abdication of Maximian (May Ist, 305). 
Constantius’ early death the following year brought about the 
elevation of Severus to the rank of Augustus, but he was soon 
overthrown following an unsuccessful attempt to put down the 
rebellion of Maxentius and Maximian in Rome. 


Maximinus II, as Caesar under Galerius Maximian A.D. 305-309 
566. Gold aureus (4.90 gm). Siscia mint, circa A.D. 306-7. 


MAXIMINVS NOB C, his laureate bust right, slight indication of 
drapery on left shoulder/PRINCIPI IVVENTVTIS, prince, in 
military attire, standing left between two standards, his right 
hand raised, resting on sceptre with left, SIS in exergue. RIC 151 
variant (no drapery on obv., and IVVENTVTIS divided on rev). 
Cohen 144. An extremely rare and desirable piece. 

Fine bold portrait. Extremely fine plus. 


Maximinus served as junior colleague to Galerius in the East 
until 309 when, feeling slighted at the promotion of Licinius over 


his head at the Carnuntum Congress, he declared himself 


Augustus, a fait accompli which Galerius was obliged to accept 
even though it ran contrary to the spirit of Diocletian's tetrarchy 
system. This reverse type shows Maximinus in the typical pose 
of a “Prince of the Youth,” the traditional representation of an 
heir to the throne 


567. Gold aureus (5.23 gm). Antioch mint, circa A.D. 308. 


MAXIMINVS NOB CAES, his laureate head right/IOVI CONS CAES, 
Jupiter standing left, holding thunderbolt and resting on sceptre, 
eagle at feet, U SMA * in exergue,®in right field. RIC 68 
variant (without the archaic theta in rev. field, a feature linking 
this piece with an aureus in the name of Galeria Valeria, RIC 80, 
which can hardly be earlier than 308, thus lending weight to 
Sutherland's surmise, in footnote 3 on p. 625 "It may be 
wondered if the Jovi Cons Caes issues of Maximinus continued, 
undifferentiated, from Group II" ie those attributed to the 
period 305-6). Cohen 107. 
An extremely rare and interesting variant. 
Good extremely fine. 


In the mint mark = represents the letter xi which, in this con- 
text, is to be read as the numeral "60," and conveys the infor- 
mation that this coin is the equivalent of one-sixtieth of a pound 
of gold. The appearance of Jupiter on the reverse is symbolic of 
Maximinus’ adoption into the "Jovian" line of rulers who gover- 
ned the eastern provinces of the Empire. 


Divus Romulus, son of Maxentius died A.D. 309 
568. Bronze follis (5.95 gm). Ostia mint, A.D. 311-12. IMP 


MAXENTIVS DIVO ROMVLON V FILIO, his bare head right/AETER 
NA MEMORIA, domed hexastyle shrine, with door ajar, the roof 
surmounted by eagle standing right, looking back, MOSTP in 
exergue. RIC 33. Cohen 1. Rare. Extremely fine. 


The young son of the usurper Maxentius (A.D. 306-312), 
Romulus died in 309 and was deified by his father. This inter- 
esting type belongs to a series of commemorative folles issued by 
Maxentius to honor, in addition to Romulus, three other "Divi" 
with whom he could claim kinship - Maximian, Constantius, and 
Galerius. By so doing he hoped to bolster his prestige and 
thereby strengthen his precarious situation, bordered as he was 
by the hostile territories of Constantine and Licinius. 


Constantine I, the Great, as Caesar under Severus IT A.D. 306- 


307 


569. Gold aureus (5.33 gm). Nicomedia mint. CONSTANTINVS 


CAESAR, his laureate head right/MARTI PATRI (followed by NIK 
monogram), Mars, in military attire, standing left, resting on 
shield and spear, SMN in exergue. RIC 42. Cohen 357. 

Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Constantine was with his father, Constantius 1, when the 
Augustus of the West died at York on July 25th, A.D. 306. The 
soldiers immediately proclaimed him emperor in his father’s 
place, but Constantine contented himself with the lesser rank of 
Caesar, under the rightful Augustus Severus II, a situation which 
Galerius grudgingly acknowledged. This coin was issued at Nico- 
media, the principal residence of the senior Augustus, Galerius 





570. Silver argenteus (2.34 gm). Treveri mint, circa April-July A.D. 


a1. 


Constantine I, the Great 


307. CONSTANTINVS NOB C, his laureate head right/VIRTVS 
MILITYM, gateway of military camp, with four turrets, PTR in 
exergue. RIC 638. Cohen 706. 

Very rare. Brilliant. Fleur de coin. 


The downfall of Severus I, following his failure to put down the 
rebellion of Maxentius and Maximian in Rome, took place about 
April of A.D. 307. Maximian then traveled to Gaul and entered 
into negotiations with Constantine in order to secure his support 
when Galerius invaded Italy to avenge the defeat of his co- 


Augustus, Severus. This meeting resulted in the marriage of 


Constantine to Maximian's daughter, Fausta, and several months 
later Constantine assumed the rank of Augustus. During this 
troubled period Constantine resumed the issue of silver argentei 
at Treveri, striking in his own name and that of the senior 
Augustus, Galerius. 


Bronze follis (7.93 gm). Treveri mint, circa summer A.D. 307. 
FL VAL CONSTANTINVS NOB C, his laureate and cuirassed bust 
right /MARTI PATRI CONSERVATORI, Mars, naked but for 
helmet, standing right, resting on spear and shield, S - A in field, 
PTR in ex. RIC 725. Cohen 358 

Brown patina. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 307-337 


572. Gold solidus (4.61 gm). Sirmium mint, circa A.D. 322-3. 


CONSTANTINVS P F AVG, his laureate, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/SOLI INVICTO COMITI, emperor, in military attire, standing 
facing, resting on standard, crowned by Sol, naked but for cloak, 
standing facing on right, looking left, holding whip in left, 
SIRM in exergue. RIC 31. Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Ex Brand Collection. About A.D, 310 Constantine introduced his 
new, lighter, standard gold denomination, the solidus. Struck at 
72 to the pound, and weighing circa 4.5 grams, this coin was 
destined to have a long and illustrious history as the mainstay not 
only of the late Roman monetary system, but the Byzantine also. 
This early example comes from the mint of Sirmiuwn which, under 
Constantine, was only operational for six years, between 320 and 
326. This is one of the latest appearances of the sun god Sol on 
the Roman coinage, as Constantine was now becoming in- 
creasingly involved in the affairs of the Church, and Christianity 
was shortly to become the official state religion of the Empire. 
Sol Invictus, who had been the principal imperial deity since the 
time of Aurelian (270-275), had featured prominently on the 
Constantinian coinage. The birthdate of Sol, December 25th, was 
adopted into the Christian calendar as the day on which Christ's 
Nativity should be celebrated 


Helena, mother of Constantine I 
573. Bronze reduced follis, or 423 (3.35 gm). Thessalonica mint, Ist 


Constantine II, as Caesar under Constantine I 
574. 


aA 


nn 


officina, circa A.D. 318. HELENA N F, her draped bust 
right/Eight-pointed star within wreath of laurel, TSA in exergue. 
RIC 48. Cohen 14. 

Extremely rare. Green patina. About extremely fine. 


Flavia Julia Helena, the first wife of Constantius | and the mo- 
ther of Constantine the Great, was born in A.D. 248. Cons- 
tantius was obliged to divorce her in 293, on his appointment as 
Caesar, to enable him to marry Theodora, the step-daughter of 
Maximian. Helena then retired into private life until the 
elevation of her son to imperial status. She was initially granted 
the title of Nobilissima Femina, which she bears on this rare 
early issue from Thessalonica, but on November 8th, 324, 
together with her daughter-in-law Fausta, she was accorded the 
rank of Augusta. She died about four years later, and because of 
her piety was officially numbered among the Christian saints by 
the Church. 


A.D. 317-337 


Gold medallion of 2 solidi (9.05 gm). Nicomedia mint, 3rd 
officina, circa A.D. 326. D N CONSTANTINVS IVN NOB CAES, his 
laureate, draped and cuirassed bust right/VOTIS/X/CAESS 
NN/MNI in four lines within wreath, ornamented at top with 
eagle standing left in circular medallion. RIC 119 (pl.21, same 
rev. die). Cohen 279. Gnecchi p. 26, 23 (pl. 9, 9, this coin). 

A piece of the greatest rarity and interest. Possibly only the 
second known specimen, the other being in the British Museum 
(cited and illustrated by Cohen and in RIC). Very fine plus. 


Ex Brand Collection. Ex Glendining 1936, lot 240. Ex Egger 
xlv, 1913, lot 1239. Ex Consul Weber Collection (Hirsch xxiv, 
1909, lot 2628). Ex Ponton d'Amecourt Collection. This 
exceptional issue marks the decennalian celebration of 
Constantine I's two sons, Crispus and Constantine Il, who were 
both given the rank of Caesar in A.D. 317. The tragic death of 
Crispus, in the autumn of 326, brought about the rapid cessation 
of this coinage issued in the names of Caesarum nostrorum ("Our 
Caesars"). 


Gold solidus (4.24 gm). Sirmium mint, circa A.D. 320-21. DN 
CONSTANTINVS IVN NOB CAES, his laureate, draped and cuirassed 
bust right/PRINCIP] IVVENTVTIS, prince, in military attire, 
standing left, holding standard and sceptre, two more standards 
on right, SIRM in exergue. RIC 7 variant (different rev. legend 
break). Cohen 154. Very rare. Very fine plus. 


This was one of the earliest issues from the newly established 
mint in Sirmium, the principal residence of Constantine the 
Great in the first half of the 320s during his campaigns against 
the Sarmatae. The young Caesar, although only five years of age 
at this time, is already depicted in military attire as "Prince of 
the Youth.” 
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Constans 


A.D. 337-350 


576. Silver light miliarense (3.89 gm). Treveri mint, circa A.D. 347- 


577. 


Constantius II 
578. 


8. FL IVL CONSTANS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right/(GAVDIVM ROMANORVM, two captives seated back to 
back on ground on either side of vexillum inscribed 
VOT/X/MVLT/XX, TR in exergue. RIC 159. Cohen 45. 

Very rare. Toned. Extremely fine. 


Constans was the youngest son of Constantine 1, and this type 
was issued on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of his ele- 
vation to the rank of Caesar. The reverse inscription proclaims 
"the Joy of the Romans" in the military successes of their young 
emperor. 


Silver siliqua (3.59 gm). Treveri mint, circa A.D. 347-8. FLIVL 
CONSTANS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VICTORIA DD NN AVGG, Victory advancing left, holding 
wreath and palm, TR in exergue. RIC 176. Cohen 152. 

Rare. Attractive dark tone. Extremely fine plus. 


A.D. 337-361 

Silver medallion of 4 siliquae (12.8 gm). Thessalonica mint, circa 
A.D. 342-3. FL IVL CONSTANTIVS PIVS FELIX AVG, his draped 
and cuirassed bust right, wearing diadem composed of laurel- 
leaves and rosettes/TRIVMFATOR GENTIVM BARBARARVM, em- 
peror, in military attire, standing left, holding standard in right 
hand, and resting on shield with left, TES in exergue. RIC 78. 
Cohen 194. A splendid example of this very rare 
and impressive type. Extremely fine. 


These remarkable medallic pieces, struck in the names of 


Constantius II and his brother Constans, celebrate the triumph of 
the emperors over the barbarian nations, doubtless with more 
specific reference to Constantius’ long-drawn-out campaigns 
against the Persians, and Constans’ activities against the Franks 
in Gaul, and the northern tribes in Britain. The occasion for the 
issue would have been the vicennalian (20th anniversary) cele- 
brations of Constantius, and the decennalian (10th anniversary) 
of his younger brother. 


Magnentius, usurper in the West 


579. 


580. 


Decentius, caesar under Magnentius 
581- 


A.D. 350-353 


Silver siliqua (3.48 gm). Treveri mint, circa A.D. 350-51. IM 
CAE MAGNENTIVS AVG, his bare-headed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right/VIRTVS EXERCITI, soldier standing facing, looking 
right, resting on spear and shield, TR in exergue. RIC 256. Cohen 
82. Very rare. Toned. About extremely fine. 


Because of his growing unpopularity Constans fell an easy victim 
to the revolt of Magnentius in January, 350, The usurper hoped 


for recognition from Constantius Il, but disappointed in this he 


elevated his brother Decentius to the rank of Caesar in 351. 
After initial successes he gradually lost support, and committed 
suicide after suffering a disastrous defeat at Mons Seleucus in 
Gaul (353). An unusual feature of his coinage is that he is 
generally depicted bare-headed, even though he had the rank of 
Augustus. 


Bronze double centenionalis, or 421 (6.25 gm). Lugdunum mint, 
circa A.D, 352-3. D N MAGNENTIVS P F AVG, his bare-headed, 
draped and cuirassed bust right /SALVS DD NN AVG ET CAES, 
large Christogram, between alpha and omega, LPLG in exergue. 
RIC 160. Cohen 30. 

A fine example of this early Christian type.Extremely fine. 


Magnentius is known to have restored certain rights to the pa- 
gans, but this type, proclaiming the name of Christ to be his own 
salvation, and that of his brother, can leave little doubt as to the 
usurper’s religious beliefs. 


A.D. 351-353 


Bronze double centenionalis, or AZ] (8.66 gm). Treveri mint, Ist 
officina, circa A.D. 352-3. DN DECENTIVS FORT CAES, his bare- 
headed, draped and cuirassed bust right/SALVS DD NN AVG ET 
CAES, large Christogram between alpha and omega, TRP in 
exergue. RIC 322. Cohen 13. Rare. Brown patina. Very fine plus. 


Decentius bears the unusual title of Fortissimus ("most brave") 
in this obverse inscription. 





Julian Il, as Caesar under Constantius II 


582 


Julian II 


A.D. 355-360 


Gold solidus (4.40 gm). Antioch mint, 8th officina. D N 
IVLIANVS NOB CAES, his young bare-headed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right/GLORIA REIPVBLICAE, Roma on left, holding spear, 
and Constantinopolis, on right holding sceptre and resting right 
foot on galley, both enthroned, supporting between them large 
shield ornamented with eight-pointed star, SMANH in exergue., 
preceded and followed by pellets, another pellet above the 
exergual line. RIC 171 variant (this officina not recorded). 
Cohen 23. Very rare. About extremely fine. 


Julian was elevated to the rank of Caesar by his cousin Cons- 
tantius Il in November 355, about a year after the downfall and 
execution of the previous holder of this office, Julian's half- 
brother Constantius Gallus. Julian eventually rebelled against 
Constantius, in 360, but civil war was averted by the death of 
the latter the following year. 


A.D. 360-363 


583. Bronze maiorina, or AZ] (8.53 gm). Constantinople mint, 4th 


Valentinian I 


584 


officina, circa A.D. 363. D N FL CL IVLIANVS P F AVG, his 

diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, bearded /SECVRITAS 

REIPVB, bull standing right, two stars above his head., CONSPA 
between two branches in exergue. RIC 163. Cohen 38. 

A magnificent specimen of this enigmatic type. 

Lovely brown patina. Extremely fine plus. 


Presumably having some connection with Julian's revival of 
paganism, this type is one of the great enigmas of the later 4th 
century coinage. It is known that an image of Apis, the sacred 
bull worshipped in Memphis, was discovered at the end of the 
year 362, but it seems unlikely that this would have been 
commemorated so extensively on the coinage. Julian was deeply 
angered by the insults heaped upon him by the citizens of 
Antioch, some of which were directed specifically at this coin 
type, but it is unfortunate that in his rebuttal he did not explain 
the true meaning of the symbolism. 


A.D. 364-375 


Gold solidus (4.45 gm). Antioch mint, 6th officina, circa A.D. 
364-7. D N VALENTINIANVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right/RESTITVTOR REIPVBLICAE, emperor, in 
military attire, standing facing, looking right, resting on stan- 
dard ornamented with cross, and holding Victory who reaches 
out to crown him, ANTS in exergue. RIC 2a (mint mark i). 
Cohen 25 Extremely fine. 


Unlike most of the senior Augusti of the 4th century, Valentinian 
selected the western provinces to be his particular sphere of 
influence, bestowing the government of the East, and with it the 


pital city of Constantinople, on his younger brother Valens. 


585. 


586. 


Valens 
588. 


Procopius, usurper in the East 


Silver light miliarense (4.43 gm). Treveri mint, circa A.D. 367- 
75. D N VALENTINIANVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right/VIRTVS EXERCITVS, emperor, in military 
attire, standing facing, looking left, holding standard and resting 
left hand on shield, TRPS followed by pellet in exergue. RIC 
26a. Cohen 58. Rare. Extremely fine. 


This impressive silver denomination, weighing the same as the 
gold solidus, was the equivalent of 2 reduced-weight siliquae as 
introduced by Constantius I in the latter part of his reign. 


Silver light miliarense (4.22 gm). Rome mint, Ist officina, circa 
A.D. 364-7. D N VALENTINIANVS P F AVG, his diademed and 
cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGVSTORYM, Victory standing 
right, left foot on globe, inscribing VOT/V/MVLT/X on shield set 
on cippus, RP in exergue. Cf. RIC 8a (obv. bust draped and 
cuirassed, in error). Cohen 51. Rare. Extremely fine. 


. Silver light miliarense (4.19 gm). Antioch mint, circa A.D. 364- 


7. DN VALENTINIANVS P F AVG, his draped and cuirassed bust 
right, wearing rosette-diadem/GLORIA ROMANORVM, distyle 
shrine, within which emperor standing right, in military attire, 
holding transverse spear in right hand, globe in extended left, 
ANT in exergue. RIC 4a variant (pearl-diadem on oby). Cohen 9. 
Very rare. Extremely fine. 


A.D. 364-378 


Silver light miliarense (4.43 gm). Siscia mint, c.irca A.D. 367- 
75. DN VALENS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VIRTVS EXERCITVS, emperor, in military attire, standing 
facing, looking left, holding labarum, ornamented with Christo- 
gram, in right hand, left. resting on shield, SISCP preceded by 
pellet in exergue. RIC 10b. Cohen 71. 

Rare. About extremely fine. 


The younger brother of Valentinian, he was given authority over 
the eastern provinces of the Empire. He outlived his brother, 
becoming senior Augustus in 375, but was slain fighting the Goths 
in the disastrous battle of Adrianople, August 9th, 378. 


A.D. 365-366 


589. Small bronze, or 423 (2.90 gm). Nicomedia mint, Ist officina. D 


N PROCOPIVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
left/REPARATIO FEL TEMP, emperor, in military attire, standing 
facing, looking right, holding labarum in right hand, and resting 
left on shield, uncertain object on ground, to left, SMNA in 
exergue. RIC 10 variant (this mint mark not recorded), Cohen 8 
variant. Very rare. Dark green patina. Very fine plus. 


A kinsman of the Emperor Julian, Procopius managed to seize 
power in Constantinople during the absence of Valens in the 
East, and sustained his rebellion for about 8 months before final- 
ly succumbing to the superior forces of the legitimate emperor 





Gratian A.D. 367-383 
590. Gold solidus (4.39 gm). Treveri mint, 3rd officina, circa A.D. 


378-83. D N GRATIANVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGG, two emperors enthroned 
facing, Gratian on left, his younger half-brother Valentinian I, 
shorter, on right, holding globe between them, palm branch 
between their feet, Victory hovering in background, TROBT in 
exergue. RIC 49b. Cohen 38. 

Slight edge knock at 4 o'clock on reverse. Otherwise superb. 


Gratian, the elder son of Valentinian I and nephew of Valens, 
was raised to the rank of co-emperor in 367. On the death of his 
uncle at the battle of Adrianople, A.D. 378, he became the 
senior Augustus, and in January of the following year elevated 
Theodosius to assist him in the government of the Empire, 
assigning him the eastern provinces. Four years later Gratian 
fell victim to the revolt of Magnus Maximus. 


Valentinian If A.D. 375-392 
591. Medium bronze, or 422 (5.47 gm). Antioch mint, 5th officina, 


circa. A.D. 383. D N VALENTINIANVS P F AVG, his draped and 
cuirassed bust right, wearing diademed and crested helmet, and 
holding spear in right hand, shield in left/GLORIA ROMANORVM, 
galley traveling left, with Victory at helm, surmounted by 
figure of the emperor, in military attire, standing facing, looking 
right, his right hand raised, wreath in left field, ANTE in exer- 
gue. RIC 40b. Cohen 22. 
An exceptionally fine specimen of this attractive type. 
Nice brown patina. Extremely fine. 


Gratian's younger half-brother, Valentinian II, was raised to the 
rank of co-emperor on the death of Valentinian I in 375. He was 
still only 12 at the time of Gratian's death in 383, and came 
under the protection of the Eastern Augustus, Theodosius. He 
survived the usurpation of Magnus Maximus (383-8), which 
temporarily deprived him of much of his territory, but eventually 


battle of Adrianople. He was certainly one of the most competent 
emperors of the late Roman period, disposing of the western 
usurpers Magnus Maximus (388) and Eugenius (394), though it is 
doubtful if he really deserves his epithet "the Great." He was the 
last ruler to exercise effective authority over an undivided 
realm, and his premature death in 395, at the age of 49, was a 
turning point in the history of the later Roman Empire. 


Aelia Flaccilla, first wife of Theodosius I 
593. Medium bronze, or A22 (5.05 gm). Heraclea mint, Ist officina, 


circa A.D. 383. AEL FLACCILLA AVG, her diademed and draped 
bust right, with elaborate coiffure, wearing earrings and 
neckace/SALVS REIPVBLICAE, Victory seated right, inscribing 
Christogram on shield set on tripod base, SMHA in exergue. RIC 
13. Cohen 4. — An exceptionally fine specimen of this scarce and 

interesting issue. Dark brown patina. Extremely fine. 


The first living empress to be accorded the right of coinage since 
Helena and Fausta, sixty years before, Aelia Flaccilla was 
married to Theodosius before his accession in 379. She was the 
mother of Arcadius and Honorius, and her coinage commenced 
on the elevation of the former to the rank of Augustus on January 
19th, 383. She died three years later. 


Magnus Maximus, usurper in the West A.D. 383-388 
594. Silver light miliarense (4.20 gm). Treveri mint. D N MAG 


MAXIMVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VIRTVS EXERCITVS, emperor, in military attire, standing 
facing, looking left, holding standard and resting left hand on 
shield, TRPS in exergue. RIC 82. Cohen 19. 

Very rare. Lovely portrait. Extremely fine. 


Magnus Clemens Maximus was a native of Spain, and claimed 
kinship with Theodosius. He held an important military com- 
mand in Britain, and in 383 his troops proclaimed him emperor in 
opposition to Gratian. He immediately invaded Gaul and over- 


fell victim to the political ambitions of the general Arbogastes. threw the legitimate emperor. Theodosius, however, never 
accorded him the recognition which he had anticipated, and five 
Theodosius I, the Great A.D. 379-395 years later he was defeated and executed by the eastern 
592. Silver light miliarense (4.56 gm). Treveri mint, circa A.D. 379- Augustus. His large silver denominations are rarely offered for 

83, or 388-92. D N THEODOSIVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped sale. 

and cuirassed bust right/VIRTVS EXERCITVS, emperor, in military 

attire, standing facing, looking left, holding standard in right 

hand, left resting on shield, TRPS in exergue. RIC 53c, 93b. 

Cohen 55. Rare. Extremely fine. 

Flavius Theodosius, son of the famous general Count Theodosius, 

was appointed emperor of the eastern provinces by Gratian, 

early in 379, about five months after the death of Valens in the 





591 
Ae 






Arcadius, emperor in the East 


595 


596. 


597. 


Honorius, emperor in the West 


598 


A.D. 383-408 


Gold solidus (4.34 gm). Constantinople mint, 9th officina, circa 
A.D. 395-402. D N ARCADIVS PF AVG, his helmeted and cuirassed 
bust three-quarter face to right, holding spear over right 
shoulder, and shield on left arm/CONCORDIA AVGG6®, Constan- 
tinopolis seated facing, looking right, right foot on galley, 
resting on sceptre and holding Victory on globe, CONOB in 
exergue. Tolstoi 11. Goodacre 13. Cf. PCR 1574 (different 
officina), About extremely fine. 


With the death of Theodosius the Great in 395 the Empire was 
divided between his two sons. The elder, Arcadius, took the 
eastern provinces, and his brother Honorius was given respon- 
sthility for the West. Never again were the two halves of the 
Empire to be effectively reunited. The "AVGG" ending on the 
reverse of this type indicates that it was struck before the 
elevation of a third Augustus (Theodosius Il, son of Arcadius) in 
402. The facing "military" bust was now to become standard on 
most solidi struck in the East, whilst in the Western Empire the 
traditional profile portrait was generally preferred. 


Gold solidus (4.46 gm). Milan mint, issued under Honorius, 
cirea A.D. 402. DN ARCADIVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGGG, emperor, in military 
attire, standing right, his left foot set on recumbent captive, 
holding standard and Victory on globe, M - D in field, COMOB in 
exergue. Tolstoi 29. Goodacre 19. Cf. PCR 1572 (same type, 
Ravenna mint). Of excellent style for this issue. Fleur de coin. 


The unusually fine style of this piece indicates that it probably 
belongs to the early part of the joint reign of Arcadius, Honorius 
and Theodosius II (402-408). 


Gold solidus (4.49 gm). Milan mint, issued under Honorius, 

circa A.D. 408. Another specimen, all as last, but of less elegant 

style, thus probably dating to the latter part of the joint reign. 
Extremely fine. 


A.D. 393-423 


Gold solidus (4.39 gm). Constantinople mint, 4th officina, 
issued under Arcadius, A.D. 395-402. D N HONORIVS P F AVG, 
his helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, hold- 
ing spear over right shoulder, shield on left arm/CONCORDIA 
AVGG A, Constantinopolis seated facing, looking right, right 
foot on galley, resting on sceptre and holding Victory on globe, 
CONOB in exergue.. Cohen 3. Cf. PCR 1515 (without officina 
letter) About extremely fine. 


599. 


Theodosius Il, emperor in the East 


Gold solidus (4.55 gm). Milan mint, circa A.D. 402. DN 
HONORIVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VICTORIA AVGGG, emperor, in military attire, standing 
right, his left foot set on recumbent captive, holding standard 
and Victory on globe, M - D in field, COMOB in exergue. Cohen 
44, PCR 1501. Superb. 


A.D. 402-450 


600. Gold solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople mint, circa A.D. 425. D 


601. 


N THEODOSIVS P F AVG, his helmeted and cuirassed bust three- 
quarter face to right, holding spear over right shoulder, shield on 
left arm/SALVS REIPVBLICAE, Theodosius II, in consular dress, 
enthroned facing, holding mappa and cross, smaller figure of 
Valentinian II standing facing, on right, also in consular dress 
and with same attributes, star in upper field, CONOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 33. Goodacre 9. PCR 1596. 

Scarce and interesting. Extremely fine. 


In A.D. 425 Theodosius II assisted his young cousin, Placidius 
Valentinianus, to obtain the throne of the Western Empire, which 
had been in the hands of the usurper Johannes ever since the 
death of Honorius in 423. The two cousins held a joint consul- 
ship for the year 425, an event commemorated by this issue. The 


fact that Valentinian is depicted uncrowned indicates that he had 


not yet gained possession of the Western throne, and that he still 
only bore the rank of Caesar granted him by Theodosius. 


Gold solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople mint (?), A.D. 443. DN 
THEODOSIVS PE AVG, his helmeted and cuirassed bust three- 
quarter face to right, holding spear over right shoulder, shield on 
left arm/IMP XXXXII COS XVII P P, Constantinopolis enthroned 
left, left foot on prow, holding globus cruciger and sceptre, 
shield at side, star in left field, COMOB in exergue. Tolstoi 23 
variant (P F instead of PE in oby. legend). Goodacre 8. PCR 1605 
variant. Brilliant. Fleur de coin. 


Solidi of this issue exhibit a number of features which differen- 
tiate them from the normal products of the metropolitan mint. 
Foremost amongst these are the COMOB for CONOB on reverse, 
and the division of the emperor's name on obverse, THEODOSI - 
VS instead of THEODO - SIVS. It is possible that they are the 
products of a "mobile " mint, traveling with the emperor on a 
lengthy progress through Asia Minor. Alternatively, they could 
have been produced at Constantinople for some special purpose 
The coins are securely dated to the year 443 by the imperatorial 
acclamation (42) which, at this time, was renewed annually for 
the emperor It is known that in this very year the annual 
tribute which the Romans were obliged to pay to the Huns was 
increased threefold, from 700 pounds of gold to 2,100 pounds. It 
seems quite likely that this exceptional issue could be connected 
with these increased demands from Attila. 





602 


603. 


604. 


Gold solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople mint (?), A.D. 443. 
Another specimen, all as last, but obverse legend ends P F AVG. 
About extremely fine. 


Gold tremissis (1.47 gm). Constantinople mint. DN 
THEODOSIVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and cuirassed bust 
right/VICTORIA AVGVSTORYM, Victory advancing right, looking 
left, holding wreath and globus cruciger, star in right field, 
CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 65, Goodacre 16. Scarce. Superb. 


The scarcity of the fractional gold denominations for such a long 
reign, compared with those of subsequent rulers, suggests that 
production was probably concentrated in the final decade or so, 
circa A.D. 440-50. This specimen is of exceptional quality. 


Silver light miliarense (4.24 gm). Constantinople mint, circa 
A.D. 411-12. DN THEODOSIVS P F AVG, his diademed, draped and 
cuirassed bust left/(GLORIA ROMANORVM, emperor, nimbate and 
in military attire, standing facing, looking left, his right hand 
raised, holding globe in left, star in left field, CON in exergue. 
PCR 1588. Rare. Good extremely fine. 


This interesting type has been the subject of much confusion, and 
is often attributed to Theodosius 1, the grandfather of Theodosius 
II. Similar coins in the name of Honorius are known, but in the 
absence of equivalent issues for Arcadius it is not possible to 
accept an attribution to the elder Theodosius, who would 
certainly not have omitted striking coins in the name of his elder 
son. The attribution to Theodosius II, then, seems quite certain, 
with a larger number of pieces being issued in his name, and a 
correspondingly smaller output for the Western Augustus, his 
uncle Honorius. The occasion for the issue could well have been 
the decennalian celebrations of Theodosius which coincided 
approximately with Honorius’ vicennalia. 


Pulcheria, sister of Theodosius II 
605. Gold solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople mint (?), A.D. 443. AEL 


PVLCHERIA AVG, her diademed and draped bust right, wearing 
earrings and necklace, crowned by manus Dei above/IMP XXXXII 
COS XVII P P, Constantinopolis enthroned left, left foot on 
prow, holding globus cruciger and sceptre, shield at side, star in 
left field, COMOB in exergue. Tolstoi 30. Goodacre 1. 

Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Aelia Pulcheria, sister of Theodosius Il, received the title of 
Augusta in A.D. 414 and exercised considerable influence over 
her weak-willed brother throughout most of his long reign. On his 
death, following a hunting accident, in 450, it was Pulcheria 
who selected a successor, and she gave her hand in nominal 
marriage to the distinguished senator Marcian. She died three 
years later leaving all of her possessions to the poor. This un- 
usual type, with a reverse borrowed from the coinage of her 
brother, belongs to the enigmatic issue which may have been 
connected with the large payments of tribute made to Attila the 
Hun (see also lots 601 and 602). 


Marcian, emperor in the East A.D. 450-457 
606. Gold solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople mint, 4th officina. DN 


MARCIANVS P F AVG, his helmeted and cuirassed bust three- 
quarter face to right, holding spear over right shoulder, shield on 
left arm/VICTORIA AVGGG A, Victory standing left, holding 
long cross, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 6. 
Goodacre 4. Cf. PCR 1612 (different officina). 

Brilliant. Extremely fine plus. 


The short reign of Marcian, nominee of the Empress Pulcheria, 
marked the end of the Theodosian dynasty which, with the house 
of Valentinian, had ruled the Empire for almost a century, and 
had, in its later years, presided over the rapid decline of im- 
perial authority in the western provinces. The reign of the next 
emperor, Leo I, was to see the beginnings of a revival in the 
fortunes of the eastern, or Byzantine, Empire. 





0 






607 


Gold solidus (4.50 gm). Constantinople mint, circa A.D. 450. 
Another specimen, all as last, but without officina letter at end 


of reverse legend. Tolstoi 14. Rare and interesting. Superb. 


The curious omission of an officina mark on this piece is paral- 
leled on certain solidi of Pulcheria attributable to the reign of 
Varcian, and the coins may represent a special issue on the 
occasion of the imperial marriage, August 25th, A.D. 450. 


Anthemius, emperor in the West A.D. 467-472 


608. 


Gold tremissis (1.46 gm). Milan mint. DN ANTHEMIVS PERPET 
AV. his diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/No legend, 
cross within wreath, COMOB in exergue. Cohen 22. 

Rare. Extremely fine. 


The son-in-law of the late eastern emperor Marcian, Procopius 
Anthemius was sent by Leo | to Rome to occupy the throne of the 
Western Empire, which had been vacant for 17 months since the 
death of Severus III. After a reign of five years his downfall was 
engineered by his son-in-law, the powerful general Ricimer, who 
set up a rival emperor Olybrius. Deserted by his supporters, 
Anthemius sought refuge in one of the city churches, disguised as 
a beggar. He was recognized, however, and immediately 
beheaded. Little more than four years later the Western Empire 
ceased to exist with the deposition of Romulus Augustus. 


Anonymous Late 4th-early Sth cent. A.D. 


609. 


Bronze contorniate medallion (26.24 gm). Rome, circa A.D. 400, 
in the name of Alexander the Great, King of Macedon. ALEX 
ANDER, bust of Alexander right, wearing lion's skin on head and 
shoulders/No legend, view of a chariot race in the Circus Maxi- 
mus in Rome, showing the spina with tall obelisk at center and 
triple-pointed columns, or turning posts (metae ) at both ends, 
four quadrigae on the track around, that in the lower right corner 
being the victor, the charioteer holding palm-branch and wreath, 
the spina further occupied by counting device, horseman, and 


bestiarius attacking a boar. A. and E. Alfoldi, "Die Kontorniat- 

Medaillons," 40. Cohen VIII, p. 279, 45. 

Most desirable. A magnificent specimen of this, one of the most 

pictorial of the contorniate types. Delightful green patina. 
Superb. 


Ex NFA V, February 1978, lot 556. The true purpose of the 
contorniate medallions is still shrouded in mystery, but as a class 
they belong to the city of Rome at a time when the traditional 
pagan values were making a final stand against the effects of the 
Christianization of the state. They are closely connected with 
the entertainments in the Circus and the theatres, activities 
which were doubtless frowned upon by the Church, and they of- 
ten bear the heads of emperors such as Nero and Trajan who are 
known to have patronized these events. There is also the tradi- 
tion that they served as New Year's gifts, for distribution on 
January Ist, in which role they served as the successors of the 
worn bronze coins of the earlier Empire whose edges were spe- 
cially hammered to make them suitable for gifts. This may ex- 
plain the curious grooved edges of the 4th-Sth century 
contorniates. 


Anonymous — Sth-6th cent. A.D. 
610. Silver half siliqua (0.82 gm). Constantinople (?). Helmeted, 


draped and cuirassed bust right, possibly of Constantinopolis/ 
Large K. Cf. Cohen VII, p. 327, 3 (helmeted bust of Roma/large 
P); p. 337, 23 (diademed bust of empress/large K); and p. 401, 
287 (bust of young emperor/large K). 

A most enigmatic piece. Very rare, About extremely fine. 


This type is very difficult to attribute, and belongs to a class 
which, because of its obscurity, has not been well documented. 
These small silver coins may have their origin in the foundation 
of Constantine's new capital city bearing his name, and the com- 
memorative coinage initiated by this event, and may celebrate 
both the old capital (P = Roma) and the new (K = Constan- 
tinopolis). Undoubtedly they were specially produced as presen- 
tation pieces, not for normal currency, and the considerable 
stylistic variation suggests that they were struck over a lengthy 
period of time, even several centuries. This specimen could well 
belong to the time of Justinian (mid-6th century). 
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A comprehensive offering, including many rarities, principally from the collection of an 
eminent European Byzantinist, Dr. G. L. 








The collection of imperial Byzantine coinage, mostly in gold, described and illustrated in this catalogue is 
certainly one of the most extensive assemblages to appear on the market in recent years. Many of the classic 
rarities are included, amongst them solidi of the Heraclian Revolt, of Artavasdus, Michael II alone, 
Theophilus and Constantine, Leo VI, Alexander, and an histamenon of Michael VI. But there is much more 
to be found here. As well as outstanding specimens of the regular metropolitan issues there are many 
splendid pieces from Italy, Sicily and North Africa, western mints which again became active in the 6th 
century as a result of Justinian's great campaigns of reconquest. The small selection of silver includes one of 
the most attractive, and rarest, of all the Byzantine types -- the famous miliaresion of Romanus III, with a 
graceful standing figure of the Virgin holding the infant Christ. With the imminent publication of the 
revised edition of "Byzantine Coins & Their Values," references to which are included throughout this 
catalogue, this is an ideal time for collectors to avail themselves of this unique opportunity to initiate, or 
expand, their holdings of Byzantine precious metal coinage. 





All are gold unless otherwise stated. 


All enlargements are 2.5 unless otherwise stated. 














HISTORICAL SURVEY 


There is no obvious starting point for the Byzantine coinage. Rather, the series repre- 
sents the long term development of the late Roman coinage in the eastern Mediterranean 
area. This is especially true of the precious metal denominations, where issues of the 
early 6th century follow exactly the same pattern as those of the second half of the Sth 
century. With bronze, a clearer break with tradition took place in A.D. 498 when 
Anastasius I introduced a whole new range of base metal denominations. 


The dividing line, then, is frequently determined on political rather than numismatic 
criteria. On this basis the Byzantine coinage could be held to commence as early as the 
reign of Constantine the Great, with the dedication of Constantinople in 330, or with 
the death in 395 of Theodosius the Great, the last effective ruler of a united Eastern and 
Western Empire. For the purposes of this catalogue the listing commences with Leo I, 
who ascended the throne of Constantinople in 457. Leo's predecessor, Marcian, had 
married the sister of Theodosius II on his accession in 450, and may be regarded as the 
final ruler in the last great dynasty of the later Roman Empire, the Theodosian. Leo, in 
addition to being the founder of a new imperial house, was successful in ridding his 
government of the powerful Germanic military faction which, in the West, was 
undermining the authority of the emperors and causing the rapid disintegration of the 
state. Leo sought to neutralize the influence of the Germans by introducing large 
numbers of native Isaurians from Asia Minor, and even gave his daughter's hand in 
marriage to an Isaurian chieftain (later the Emperor Zeno). Fierce and quarrelsome, the 
Isaurians were something of a mixed blessing, but they did allow the Eastern Empire to 
free itself from Germanic influence, and thereby guaranteed its survival at a time when 
the West was dissolving into a patchwork of Teutonic kingdoms. Byzantium still had 
another millennium of remarkable history to fulfil. As the preserver of the Classical 
tradition, and as a Christian state from the time of its inception, Cons-tantinople shone 
like a beacon of civilization through the Dark Ages, and later was to be the defender of 
Europe against the Moslem onslaught. 


Leo's death in 474 was followed by a confused period, which included the brief reign of 
Leo II and the usurpation of Basiliscus. Eventually, the Isaurian Zeno emerged from 
these troubles as the firm occupant of the Eastern throne, and on his death in 491 an 
elderly civil servant, Anastasius, was chosen for the succession by the widowed Em- 
press Ariadne. Anastasius, by his astute financial policies, was able to enrich the 
imperial coffers to the point where the Byzantines could start planning the reconquest 
of some of the lost imperial territories in the West. This was the burning ambition 
which motivated Justinian I (527-565), perhaps the most famous of the Byzantine em- 
perors, and already the formulator of imperial policy during most of the reign of his 
predecessor, his uncle Justin I. Justinian's generals, Belisarius and Narses, succeeded in 
recovering North Africa, Italy and part of Spain, but at such enormous cost to the 
Empire's resources that the Byzantines were put on the defensive for many years to 
come. The military situation deteriorated rapidly after Justinian's death, and his 
immediate successors, Justin II and Tiberius II, were unable to prevent the loss of much 
of the newly-conquered Italian territory to Lombard invaders. Maurice Tiberius (582- 
602) took the important step of organizing Ravenna and Carthage as the military 
strongholds of the Empire in the West, but failed to prevent the invasion and 
settlement of much of the Balkan peninsula by Slavs and Avars. This setback led to his 
downfall and his replacement on the Byzantine throne by Phocas, whose regime rapidly 
deteriorated into a reign of terror. This paved the way for a popular uprising led by 
Heraclius, the elderly exarch of Carthage, and his son of the same name. With the 
downfall of Phocas in 610 the younger Heraclius ascended the imperial throne. He was 





Leo! solidus 
(lot 611) 





Leo II solidus 
(lot 619) 





Justinian I solidus 
(lot 667) 


to be the founder of the first great imperial dynasty of the Byzantine period - the 
Heraclian. 


Heraclius’ long reign (610-641) was momentous in many ways. Coming to power at a 
time of military crisis, he resisted the temptation to take hasty action in favor of 
initiating important reforms which would, ultimately, be of enormous benefit to the 
Empire. Building on the work of Maurice Tiberius, Heraclius divided what was left of 
his Empire (for the Persians and Avars were occupying large portions of it) into 
military zones called "themes." Within each of these districts grants of land were made 
to the soldiers on condition of hereditary military service, thus creating a permanent 
supply of loyal native troops who were to be the backbone of Byzantine power in the 
coming centuries. As imperial territory was recovered, so the system of themes was 
extended, and the Empire further strengthened. 


With his newly established military organization Heraclius could now go on the 
offensive, and he inflicted a devastating defeat on the Sassanid Persians, the Empire's 
age-old enemies. Unfortunately, this brilliant success merely paved the way for the 
rapid territorial expansion of a new power in the East - the Arabs. A.D. 622 was the 
Moslem year of the Hegira, when Mohammed fled from Mecca to Medina. In the years 
that followed the foundations of Arab political and religious unity were laid, and by 
634 Caliph Omar had already broken into Syria, only recently restored to the Empire 
from Persian control. Palestine, Mesopotamia and Armenia also fell to the invaders, 
and before the end of Heraclius’ reign the Arab conquest of Egypt was well under way. 
The Persian Empire, so recently defeated by the Byzantines, collapsed before the Arab 
onslaught almost without resistance. It was ironic that Heraclius' heroic achievements 
had only served to facilitate the Mohammedan triumph. The unfortunate emperor was 
obliged to witness the apparent undoing of his life's work, and he died a broken man in 
641. But despite these catastrophes Heraclius' efforts had not all been in vain, for his 
reforms were to be the basis of the Empire's future greatness. 


The Heraclian dynasty was destined to rule the Byzantine state for a century. Its prin- 
cipal emperors were Constans I], who in his later years transferred his residence to 
Syracuse; Constantine IV, who bravely defended Constantinople against a 5-year siege 
by the Arab Caliph Muawija; and Justinian Il, probably the least stable of the 
Heraclian emperors, though with a highly innovative mind which led him to introduce, 
in 692, the first portrait of Christ to appear on the imperial coinage. Between the years 
695 and 705 the throne was occupied by two "“usurpers,” Leontius and Tiberius III, 
Justinian having been driven into exile from which he eventually returned to reclaim the 
throne of his ancestors. 


The final downfall of the Heraclians, in 711, was followed by several years of political 
instability, which was often the legacy of a prolonged period of dynastic rule. 
Philippicus, Anastasius II and Theodosius III followed in rapid succession, and it was 
not until the accession of Leo III in 717 that the Empire again had a strong and effective 
leader. Leo's dynasty, which is known either as the Isaurian or the Syrian, retained 
power for the remainder of the 8th century. But although Leo III, and his son 
Constantine V, were both able administrators and brilliant generals, their regimes were 
plagued by violence and controversy stemming from their espousal of the iconoclast 
cause. At the root of this problem lay the fundamental question of whether or not icons 
(statues and pictorial representations of religious subjects) should be venerated. The 
iconodules upheld the traditional view, inherited from Classical Greece and Rome, that 
religious images were an integral part of their devotions. The iconoclasts, on the other 
hand, abhorred the whole concept of image worship, considering it no better than 
idolatry, and in ths view they were influenced by Moslem thought. Although the 
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Byzantines had been locked in a desperate military struggle with the Arabs there can be 
no doubt that certain Islamic ideas appealed to a section of the Greek intelligentsia. The 
Emperor Leo III headed that group which, in sympathy with Moslem teaching, regarded 
with contempt the adoration of religious images. Support for this view tended to come 
from the Asiatic provinces of the Empire whilst in the European territories it was 
strongly opposed. When Leo III ordered the destruction of all icons and outlawed their 
veneration it caused riots in the streets, a military revolt in Greece and, most signi- 
ficant of all, a conflict with the papacy and a serious weakening of Byzantine authority 
in Italy. 


Soon after Constantine V had succceeded his father Leo III he was driven into exile by 
his brother-in-law Artavasdus, an opponent of the iconoclast movement (742). The 
following year Constantine managed to recover his throne, and the whole episode 
merely served to heighten his hatred of the iconodules, and to intensify his passion for 
persecution. Militarily, he was probably one of the greatest of all Byzantine rulers, but 
he was hated and feared by the majority of his subjects. The last two emperors of the 
dynasty, Leo IV and Constantine VI, were weak and ineffective, and in 797 the Empress 
Irene, mother of Constantine VI, succeeded in seizing power herself, the first woman in 
the history of the Empire to exercise supreme authority in her own name. 
Unfortunately, she proved not to be a competent head of state, which was all the more 
regretable because of contemporary events in the West. In Rome, Pope Leo III crowned 
the Frankish King Charles the Great (Charlemagne) emperor on Christmas day 800, thus 
bringing into being a rival Western Empire for the first time in more than three 
hundred years. Soon after this the Byzantine emperors adopted the title "King of the 
Romans" to emphasize their position as the true inheritors of the Roman Imperial 
tradition, with an unbroken line of succession stretching back more than eight hundred 
years to Caesar Augustus. 


Irene was deposed in 802 and succeeded by Nicephorus I, an able administrator and a 
brave general, though he finally lost his life in battle against the Bulgar Khan Krum 
(811). The short reigns of Michael I and Leo V did little to restore Byzantine prestige 
following the military disaster of 811, and the latter even tried to resurrect icono- 
clasm, which had lost much of its support since the death of Constantine V. His 
successor, Michael II, shrewdly allowed the controversy to go into abeyance by lending 
his support neither to the iconoclasts nor the iconodules. And although his son and 
successor Theophilus had iconoclast leanings he was a gentle man who did not force his 
personal beliefs on the population at large. The next reign, that of Theophilus’ son 
Michael III, saw the veneration of icons officially reinstated, and the image of Christ 
reappeared on the imperial coinage for the first time since the reign of Justinian II, a 
century and a half before. 


Michael III (842-867), sometimes known as Michael the Drunkard, was an ineffective 
emperor, but his reign coincided with the beginnings of a resurgence of Byzantine power 
leading to the golden age of the Macedonian dynasty. Freed from the internal dissension 
caused by iconoclasm the Byzantine church now became very active in missionary work 
in Russia, Moravia and amongst the southern Slavs. Impetus to this movement was 
given by the accession to the patriarchal throne of the great scholar Photius in 858. 
Michael III eventually fell victim to Basil the Macedonian, formerly a groom in the 
imperial household who, through Michael's favor, had risen to be High Chamberlain and 
had finally been crowned co-emperor in 866. Despite his highly dubious method of 
obtaining the throne Basil proved to be an excellent emperor, and was the founder of 
the greatest of all Byzantine imperial dynasties - the Macedonian. His two decades of 
rule saw a strengthening of the military position of the Empire and the commencement 
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of a great legal work, written in Greek rather than Latin. This was published as the 
“Basilica” under his successor Leo VI, and became the basis of law as practised in the 
medieval Empire. 


Leo VI, often known as "the Wise" due to his oracular pronouncements on the destiny 
of the Empire, married four wives in his attempts to obtain a male heir, arousing strong 
opposition from the Church. His efforts were finally rewarded when his fourth wife, 
Zoe Carbonopsina, bore him the future Emperor Constantine VII. The child was only 
seven years of age at the time of Leo's death in 912, and power was seized by his uncle, 
the co-emperor Alexander who, luckily for the Empire, survived for littke more than a 
year. Under the regency of his mother Zoe the young Constantine VII now embarked on 
his long and politically complex reign. In 919 Zoe's position was usurped by the 
powerful admiral Romanus Lecapenus who was crowned as co-emperor the following 
year. Romanus | was, in every respect, a most excellent emperor, but during the first 
decade of his reign he pushed the legitimate ruler Constantine VII into the background 
while advancing to imperial status his own sons, Christopher, Stephen and Constantine. 
The situation altered after 931 when, to his father's grief, Christopher died. This seems 
to have brought about a change of heart in Romanus who, henceforth, accorded 
Constantine VII the honors due to him as the representative of the Macedonian house. 
Alarmed at their future prospects the two younger Lecapeni plotted against their father 
and overthrew him, sending him into exile (December, 944). They had mis-calculated, 
for Constantine VII now seized his opportunity to obtain sole power, and just six 
weeks later Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus joined their father in exile. Constantine 
VII now raised his own son, Romanus II, to the rank of co-emperor and father and son 
reigned together until the former's death fourteen years later. Noted more as an author 
and an historian than as a politician, Constantine VII Porphyro-genitus wrote, amongst 
many other works, the celebrated "Book of Ceremonies" which is the principal source 
for our knowledge of court ceremonial in the Middle Byzantine period. 


Romanus II's reign was brief and uneventful, his greatest achievement being that he 
fathered the future Emperor Basil II by his beautiful and unscrupulous wife the 
Empress Theophano, the daughter of a tavern-keeper. Theophano acted as regent for five 
months following her husband's death, but realizing the insecurity of her position she 
entered into secret negotiations with the great general Nicephorus Phocas. Shortly 
afterwards he was crowned emperor as Nicephorus II, accepting as his colleagues the 
infant sons of Romanus II, Basil Il and Constantine VIII. Short though his reign was 
(963-9) Nicephorus achieved spectacular military successes in the East. He conquered 
Cilicia, occupied Cyprus and finally pushed on into Syria, where he captured the 
patriarchal city of Antioch, the old Roman and Byzantine metropolis of the East which 
had been in Moslem hands ever since the reign of Heraclius more than three centuries 
before. Soon afterwards, the emperor died tragically at the hands of a former comrade- 
in-arms, John Tzimisces, through the machinations of the Empress Theophano. Filled 
with remorse, John did penance for his heinous crime, committed when he had been 
temporarily blinded by a lust for power and desire for the extraordinarily beautiful 
Theophano. John I was crowned emperor on December 19th, 969, and vowed to continue 
his predecessor's great work of conquest, a vow which he certainly kept. The Balkans 
were restored to Byzantine control, and in the East John subdued many of the cities of 
Syria, the Phoenician coast and Palestine. Jerusalem itself was never captured. 
Undoubtedly it would have been the emperor's intention to include the Holy City in his 
conquests, and perhaps even Egypt as well, but following the campaign of 975 he 
returned to Constantinople fatally ill. He died, apparently of typhoid, on January 10th 
of the following year, thus bringing to an abrupt end the second consecutive reign to 
have been filled with glorious military achievement. 





Leo VI solidus 
(lot 918) 





Constantine VII and Romanus 11, solidus 
(lot 928) 





Nicephorus II and Basil Il, histamenon 
(lot 929) 





John | histamenon 
(lot 934) 





Basil Il and Constantine VIII, sons of Romanus II, were now old enough to assume 
their full imperial responsiblities. The elder brother was always dominant in the part- 
nership, and Constantine was content not to have to share the burdens of government. 
Their joint reign lasted for half a century, and in time Basil II matured into one of the 
greatest warrior-emperors in the history of the Empire. His ultimate victory in 1014 
over the great Bulgarian Czar Samuel, resulting in the total collapse of the mighty 
Bulgarian Empire and the incorporation of its territories into the Byzantine state, was 
the principal military achievement of the reign. Never again did the international pres- 
tige of the Empire stand so high. 


The death of Basil II in 1025 saw the beginning of a steady decline in the fortunes of the 
Byzantines which was to bring the Empire close to total disintegration before the end 
of the 11th century. His frivolous brother Constantine VIII survived Basil by three 
years, eventually bequeathing his throne to the equally unworthy Romanus III, a typi- 
cal representative of the civil aristocracy of the capital. It was the great misfortune of 
Byzantium that just at the time when the amazing military achievements of the past 
few reigns could have been utilized as the basis of a new golden age for the Empire, 
there was an unprecedented succession of mediocre emperors who not only frittered 


away the hard-won gains of the previous seventy years, but deliberately set about 








dismantling the military organization which had made those gains possible. Neither 
Basil II nor Constantine VIII had produced a son (the former had never even married), 
so the Macedonian dynasty, now represented only by Constantine's two elderly 
daughters, Zoe and Theodora, was doomed to extinction. Zoe had married Romanus III 
while her father was on his death-bed, in order to secure the succession. Later, she also 
married Michael IV (1034-41) and Constantine IX (1042-55), eventually expiring in 
1050. Her younger sister, Theodora, then ruled alone for a year and a half, the final 
representative of the mighty Macedonian dynasty which had seen the greatest days of 
medieval Byzantium. 


The stage was now set for the rapid decline of the latter part of the 11th century which, 
but for the genius of Alexius I, would have seen the end of the Empire. The reigns of 
nonentities, such as Michael VI, Constantine X and Michael VII, were punctuated 
briefly by those of abler rulers, like Isaac I and Romanus IV. But always fate seemed to 
be working against the Byzantines and it appeared that nothing could now halt the slide 
to disaster and oblivion. An especially heavy blow was the loss of much of Asia Minor, 
the ancient heartland of the Empire, to the invading Seljuq Turks, whilst in the West 
the Norman conquest of Byzantine possessions in Italy was completed with the capture 
of Bari by Robert Guiscard in 1071. Ten years later the Emperor Nicephorus III, finding 
himself beset not only by foreign invasions but also by domestic revolts, gave up his 
throne in favor of the brilliant young general Alexius Comnenus, who was to be the 


- saviour of the Empire. 


Like Heraclius nearly five centuries before, Alexius I (1081-1118) completely trans- 
formed the desperate state of affairs which he had inherited from his predecessor. But 
the Empire of the late 11th century no longer possessed the large unexploited resources 
of native manpower, Asia Minor now being under the almost total domination of the 


- Seljuq Turks. So Alexius was unable to re-establish the old system of soldier-farmers, 
with a military administration based on themes. He could only make the best use of 
_ what was available to him, and that was an army composed in the main of foreign 


mercenaries. He utilized to the full his skill as a politician, and in the best tradition of 
Byzantine diplomacy he was quite adept in playing off one foreign power against 
another to neutralize any possible danger to the Empire. All this meant that the con- 


tinued success of the Byzantine recovery depended to a large extent on the strength and 





Basil Il and Constantine VIII, histamenon 
(lot 941) 





Romanus II] silver miliaresion 
(lot 9S0) 





Nicephorus III histamenon 
(lot 976) 





Alexius | hyperpyron 
(lot 978) 


skill of the sovereign. In this it was very different from the Heraclian recovery, for the 
7th century emperor had laid firm foundations which gave the state a basic stability 
almost regardless of the abilities of its ruler. That the greater part of the 12th century 
has the superficial appearance of being a period of brilliant renaissance is due less to the 
lasting nature of Alexius’ achievement than to the remarkable personal abilities of his 
son, John II (1118-43), and his grandson , Manuel I (1143-80). These three generations 
of the Comneni guided the fortunes of the Empire with consummate skill for only a 
few months short of an entire century. Within just two and a half decades of their 
passing the whole artificial edifice of state had collapsed and the city of Constantine 
was, for the first time, in the hands of a foreign invader. 


Manuel I was succeeded by his 12-year-old son Alexius II, but the unfortunate youth 
soon fell victim to Andronicus Comnenus, a cousin of the late emperor. Andronicus | 
attempted to reform the corrupt practices in government, but the harshness of his 
methods quickly led to his own downfall in 1185 and the accession of Isaac II. The last 
Byzantine ruler to possess any real ability prior to the catastrophe of 1204, Isaac was 
confronted with problems of overwhelming complexity, and there was little he could 
do to prevent the inevitable collapse of his state. A revival of Bulgarian nationalism 
was now taking place, and although Isaac fought several vigorous campaigns in 1186 and 
1187, he was eventually obliged to concede the independent existence of a new Bulgarian 
Empire, under its first Czar Asen I. Byzantium then had the misfortune to become 
involved in the activities of the Third Crusade, with all its inherent political 
complications, and the Empire was only saved on this occasion by the accidental death of 
the crusaders’ leader, the German Emperor Frederick Barbarossa. In 1195 Isaac II was 
overthrown by his own brother, Alexius II, and the situation now deteriorated so 
rapidly that the condition of the state constituted an open invitation to those foreign 
powers who might derive advantage from the eradication of the Greek Empire. Such 
intervention was not long delayed, and in 1203 the Latin fleet of the Fourth Crusade, 
led by the Venetian Doge Enrico Dandolo, appeared before the walls of the Byzantine 
capital. The final assault on the city was delayed until the following year, but on April 
13th, 1204, Constantinople fell to a foreign invader for the first time in its 874-year 
history, and its streets were given over to scenes of pillage and massacre. 


Remarkably, this did not prove to be the death-blow of the Byzantine Empire. The 
Latin Empire, which was established in its place, was only a shadow of its great 
predecessor and survived for little more than half a century. Meanwhile, the Byzantine 
aristocracy had fled into exile where they established several flourishing independent 
Greek states, foremost amongst which was the Empire of Nicaea in north-western Asia 
Minor. Miraculously, the Nicaean Emperor Michael VIII Palaeologus succeeded in 
recapturing the former imperial capital, thus bringing to an end the Latin Empire of 
Constantinople (1261). The restored Byzantine Empire survived for a further two 
centuries, under the rule of the Palaeologan dynasty, until its last emperor, Cons- 
tantine XI, died a hero's death defending the walls of his capital against the irresistable 
onslaught of the Ottoman Turks (May 29th, 1453). 


Throughout most of the long centuries of Byzantine history the imperial gold coinage 
maintained a remarkable stability. The solidus, first introduced by Constantine the 
Great early in the 4th century, was the cornerstone of the Late Roman and Byzantine 
monetary systems. Struck in pure metal at the rate of 72 to the pound, individual 
specimens normally weigh between 4.4 and 4.5 grams, and its standing was so high in 
international trade that it was frequently imitated by the emerging nations of Western 
Europe. The fractional denominations in gold, the semissis (half solidus) and the 
tremissis (one-third solidus) remained in issue until the mid-8th century at Cons- 
tantinople, and for about a century longer at the Western mint of Syracuse. Thereafter 
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Isaac Il hyperpyron 
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Theodoric solidus, in the name of Zeno 
(lot 635) 








they ceased to be part of the monetary system, though the electrum trachy introduced by 
Alexius I at the end of the 11th century represented a revival of the tremissis 
denomination in terms of value against the standard gold coin. The only aberration in 
the gold coinage prior to the commencement of debasement in the 11th century was the 
occasional issue of light weight solidi, beginning in the time of Justinian I. Dis- 
tinguished by small variations in their inscriptions or designs, the true purpose of these 
underweight coins remains the subject of speculation. The initial series of "light- 
weights" appears to have ceased at the end of the 7th century, but Nicephorus II (963-9) 
re-introduced them as part of the regular monetary system under the name of 
“tetarteron." From this point on the regular full weight solidus is normally termed 
“histamenon," and in succeeding reigns the two denominations were clearly differen- 
tiated by fabric, the heavier piece being large and thin, the lighter small and thick. 


Michael IV (1034-1041) began the evil practice of debasing the metal from which the 
gold coinage was produced. Because of the short term benefits to be derived from such 
action the process was taken a stage further by several of his successors until, in just a 
few short decades, the stability of the entire economy had been hopelessly undermined. 
It was left to Alexius I to restore order to the chaotic situation, and in 1092 he re- 
introduced gold of good quality, together with a fractional denomination in electrum, 
the first time this metal had been officially recognized for regular use in the pro- 
duction of the imperial coinage. Alexius' gold coin went by the name of "hyperpyron," 
though in weight it still maintained the old standard of the Constantinian solidus. In 
the troubled final decades of the 12th century debasement again became a problem, and 
by the time of the fall of Constantinople in 1204 the "electrum" trachy was being 
struck in silver, with a consequent reduction in its value against the hyperpyron. This 
modified Alexian monetary system survived the catastrophe of 1204, and was employed 
by the independent Greek states which flourished during the time of the Latin Empire of 
Constantinople. During the Palaeologan period the gold coinage was again debased, as 
the political fortunes of the Empire went into a steep decline, and use of the metal in 
the production of coinage finally ceased about the middle of the 14th century. 
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THE HOUSE OF LEO 
A.D. 457 - 518 


Leo I - Anastasius I 


LEO I = Aelia Verina BASILISCUS = Aelia Zenonis 
(A.D. 457-474) d. A.D. 484 (A.D. 475-476) d. A.D. 477 
ZENO = Aelia Ariadne = ANASTASIUS I Leontia = Marcian MARCUS 
) (A.D. 474-491) d. A.D. 515 (A.D. 491-518) (s. of ANTHEMIUS) (A.D. 476) 





LEO II 
(A.D. 473-474) 


Leo l 


611 


612. 


613. 


614. 


A.D. 457-474 
Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina. D N LEO PERPET 
\VG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, 
holding spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG I, Victory standing 
left, holding long cross, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 5. Ratto 242. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. All as last, 
but reverse legend ends AVGGG I. Tolstoi 13. Ratto 250. 
Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina. D N LEO PERPET 
AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, 
holding spear and shield/SALVS REIPVBLICAE I, two emperors 
enthroned facing, both nimbate, the figure on left taller than the 
other, cross between their heads, star in upper field, CONOB in 
exergue. Tolstoi 2 variant (officina ©). Not in Ratto. Goodacre 
o Extremely rare. Superb. 


The junior emperor, shown to right of Leo on the reverse, is 
usually identified as Leo's grandson, Leo Il, who was raised to 
the rank of Augustus in the latter part of 473. However, the 
figure of the junior emperor is not as diminutive as one would 
expect for a child-emperor (compare the representation of Leo II 
on lot 619, and that of Marcus on lot 625). A more plausible 
interpretation would be that the slightly shorter figure represents 
the western emperor Anthemius, and that this rare issue was 
struck to commemorate his appointment by Leo to the vacant 
western throne in 467. Anthemius’ own coinage in the west also 
depicts the two emperors, symbolizing the unity of the eastern 
and western governments. 


Solidus (4.34 gm). Thessalonica, special consular issue, A.D. 
458(?). D N LEO PERPET AVG, diademed bust left, with close 
beard, wearing consular robes and holding mappa and cruciform 
sceptre/VICTORIA AVGGG, Leo, nimbate and in consular robes, 
enthroned facing, holding mappa and cross, star in left field, 
THSOB in exergue. Tolstoi 15. Ratto 252. Goodacre 7. Kent- 
Hirmer 777. PCR 1619. Lacam pl. XXVII, 1 (this coin). 
Very rare. Spade-mark across lower reverse field. 
Otherwise very fine plus. 


Leo celebrated five consulships during his reign, and this type 
probably commemorates the first, in A.D. 458. 


615. 


616. 


OL: 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Thessalonica. D N LEO PERPET AVG, helmeted 
and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, holding spear and 
shield/VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory standing left, holding long 
cross, two stars in field, to left and to right, THSOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 14. Ratto 251 variant (star only in reverse field to 
right). PCR 1620. Lacam pl. XIII, 4 (this coin). For the same 
obverse die see NFA XII (1983), lot 508. Rare. Extremely fine. 


The use of two stars in the reverse field was to become a 
distinctive and distinguishing feature of Thessalonican solidi in 
the early Byzantine period. 


Semissis (2.15 gm). Constantinople. D N LEO PE[RPJET AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGGG, 
Victory seated right, inscribing XV/XXX on shield set on knee, 
star in left field, Christogram to right, CON[OB] in exergue. 
Tolstoi 17. Ratto 254. Goodacre 10. Rare. 

Plugged at I o'clock (obverse). Otherwise about very fine. 


Tremissis (1.45 gm). Constantinople. D N LEO PERPET AVG, dia- 
demed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM, 
Victory advancing right, holding wreath and globus cruciger, star 
in right field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 20. Ratto 256. 
Goodacre 11. About very fine. 


Aelia Verina wife of Leo | 
618. Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople. AEL UERINA AVG, diademed 


and draped bust right, crowned by manus Dei above/VICTORIA 

AVGGG, Victory standing left, holding long cross, star in right 

field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 55. Ratto 270. PCR 1629 

variant (with officina letter B at end of reverse legend). Lacam 
pl. XXXIV-B (this coin). 

An unusual variant of this extremely rare issue. 

About extremely fine/Very fine plus. 


The empress Verina continued to play a leading political role, 
even after her husband's death in 474. She was always on bad 
terms with her son-in-law, the emperor Zeno, and even gave 
active support to two serious rebellions against his government-- 
that of her brother Basiliscus (475-6) and later that of Leontius 
(454-8) during the course of which she died whilst under siege in 
an Isaurian fortress. The omission of an officina letter on this ex- 
tremely rare coin suggests a possible attribution to the Thessa- 
lonica mint, though the lack of a second star in the reverse field 
is against this. 





Leo 
619 


620. 


621. 


Basiliscus 


622. 


Il and Zeno joint reign, February-November A.D. 474 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople. D N LEO ET ZENO PP AVG, 
helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, holding 
spear and shield/SALVS REIPVBLICAE, two emperors enthroned 
facing, both nimbate, the figure of Leo II on left much shorter 
than that of Zeno, cross between their heads, star in upper field, 
CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 3. Ratto 273 variant (with officina 
letter E at end of reverse legend). Goodacre 1. PCR 1632. Lacam 
pl. XXXII, 1 (this coin). 

Very rare. Light graffiti in obverse field. Extremely fine plus. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1978), lot 501. A few days after the death of 


Leo | the boy-emperor Leo II appointed his father Zeno joint 
Augustus. The two reigned together for about nine months until 
the death of the young Leo II, probably by natural causes. The 
coinage of this brief joint reign, which is all in gold, is very rare. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople. D N LEO ET ZENO PP AVG, 
helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, holding 
spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory standing left, hold- 
ing long cross, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 4. 
Not in Ratto. Goodacre 2. Extremely rare. Very fine. 


Semissis (2.24 gm). Constantinople. D N LEO ET ZENO PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGG, Vic- 
tory seated right, inscribing numerals on shield set on knee, 
inverted Christogram to right, star to left, CONOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 6 (same dies). Ratto 274 (same dies). Goodacre 3. 
Extremely rare. Very fine plus. 


A.D. 475-476 


Solidus (4.42 gm). Constantinople. D N bASILISCUS PP AVG, 
helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, holding 
spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory standing left, 
holding long cross, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 79. Ratto 302. Goodacre 1. PCR 1635 variant (with 
officina letter A at end of reverse legend). Lacam pl XIII, 5 
(this coin: reverse transposed with pl. XIII, 6, in error). 

Rare. Extremely fine. 


Early in the year 475 the unpopular emperor Zeno fled from 
Constantinople after learning of a conspiracy led by the empress 


623. 


624. 


Basiliscus and Marcus 


625. 


626. 


Verina, widow of Leo I. Verina's brother Basiliscus ascended the 
vacant throne, and later raised his son Marcus to the rank of co- 
emperor. Two younger sons, Zeno and Leo, may also have been 
raised to the rank of Caesar at this time. Basiliscus later lost the 
support of Verina, and Zeno was able to regain his throne after 
nineteen months, without the necessity for bloodshed. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Thessalonica. D N bASILISCUS PP AVG, 
helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, holding 
spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory standing left, 
holding long cross, star in right field, THSOB in exergue. Tolstoi 
80 variant (PF for PP on obverse). Not in Ratto. PCR 1634 
variant. Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Tremissis (1.51 gm). Constantinople. D N bASILISCUS PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGVSTOR 
VM, Victory advancing right, holding wreath and globus cru- 
ciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 82 (same 
obverse die). Ratto 303. Goodacre 4. Lacam pl XLVIII-A, 5 
(this coin). 

Rare. Light graffiti in reverse field. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 475-476 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina. D N bASILISCI 
ET MARC P AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face 
to right, holding spear and shield/SALVS REIPVBLICAE E, two 
emperors enthroned facing, both nimbate, the figure of Basiliscus 
on left taller than that of Marcus, cross between their heads, 
star in upper field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 88 variant (with- 
out officina letter; same obverse die as Tolstoi 89). Not in 
Ratto. Goodacre 8. Lacam pl. XXXIII, 2 (this coin). 

Extremely rare. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.35 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina. D N bASILISCI 
ET MARC P AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face 
to right, holding spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG H, Victory 
standing left, holding long cross, star in right field, CONOB in 
exergue. Tolstoi 92. Ratto 304 variant (officina I). Goodacre 9. 
PCR 1637 variant (officina S). Very rare. About extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 564. 





Zeno and Leo, Most Noble Caesars A.D. 475-476 


627. Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina. D N ZENO ET 
LEO NOV CAES, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to 
right, holding spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG Z, Victory 
standing left, holding long cross, star in right field, CONOB in 
exergue. Tolstoi 5. Ratto 276 (same dies). Goodacre 1. PCR 1639 
(same dies). J.P.C. Kent, "Zeno and Leo, the Most Noble 
Caesars," NC 1959, pp. 93-8, pl. VIII, 14. 

Of the greatest rarity and historical interest. Very fine plus. 


This coin, and the next, belong to the most enigmatic series in the 
entire Sth century coinage. Various attempts have been made to 
establish the true identities of the Zeno and Leo named on these 
coins. On the evidence of an altered die, of which the following 
tremissis is an example, Dr. Kent has demonstrated that these 
issues are contemporary with, or immediately following, the 
coinage of Basiliscus and Marcus. Accordingly, he suggests that 
the princes Zeno and Leo were younger brothers of Marcus, son 
of Basiliscus, and were raised to the rank of Caesar when 
Marcus was created Augustus and co-emperor by his father. 


628. Tremissis (1.43 gm). Constantinople. D N ZENO ET LIEO (sic) 
NOV CAES, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA 
AVGVSTORVM, Victory advancing right, holding wreath and 
globus cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 8 
(same dies). Not in Ratto. Goodacre 2. PCR 1640 (same obverse 
die). Kent, op. cit., pl. VIII, 9 (same obverse die). 

Extremely rare, and of great importance. Very fine. 


The obverse die used for this coin has been altered from one 
bearing the names of the co-emperors Basiliscus and Marcus, 
thus establishing the true historical context for this enigmatic 
issue 


Zeno A.D. 474-475, and 476-491 


629. Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina. D N ZENO PERP 
AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, 
holding spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG B, Victory standing 
left, holding long cross, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 13. Ratto 278. Lacam pl. XIII, 6 (this coin: reverse 
transposed with pl. XIII, 5, in error). 

Struck from small, neatly engraved dies. Extremely fine plus. 


630. Solidus (4.39 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina. All as last, but 
broader flan and struck from larger dies. Tolstoi 13. Ratto 278. 
Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 15 (1976), lot 435. 


631. Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina. All as last. 
Tolstoi 13. Ratto 278. Cut on emperor's right cheek, 

and surface flaw affecting lower part of Victory. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


633. 


634. 


637. 


638. 


639. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. All as last, 
but reverse legend ends AVGGG I. Tolstoi 24. Ratto 284. 
Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Thessalonica. DN ZENO PERP AVG, helmeted 
and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, holding spear and 
shield/VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory standing left, holding long 
cross, two stars in field, to left and to right, CONOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 42. Ratto 285. PCR 1651. 

Very rare. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Thessalonica. All as last, but from different 
dies. Tolstoi 42. Ratto 285. PCR 1651. 
Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Struck by the Ostrogothic king Theodoric, 
A.D. 493-526, at the Italian mint of Bononia(?). D N ZENO PERP 
AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, 
holding spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG E, Victory standing 
left, holding long cross, star in right field, CONOR in exergue. 
Cf. Lacam, La fin de l’empire romain et le monnayage or en 
Italie, pp. 880ff., Group I, Type 1 (pl. CCIX-A). 

A piece of great interest and outstanding quality. Mint state. 


. Solidus (4.47 gm). Struck by the Ostrogothic king Theodoric, 


A.D. 493-526, at the Italian mint of Ticinum. Obverse as 
last/VICTORIA AVGG TT, type as last, but CONOB for CONOR. 
Cf. Lacam, La fin de l’empire romain et le monnayage or en 
Italie, pp. 863ff., Class Il, Type 2c variant (TE and TO only 
recorded). Very rare and interesting. Superb. 


Semissis (2.23 gm). Constantinople. D N ZENO PERP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGGG, 
Victory seated right, inscribing numerals on shield set on knee, 
inverted Christogram to right, star to left, CONOB in exergue. 
Tolstoi 26. Ratto 291. Goodacre 5. PCR 1655. Lacam pl. 
XLVII-A, 3 (this coin). Slight edge cuts. Very fine. 


Tremissis (1.51 gm). Constantinople. D N ZENO PERP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGVS 
TORYVM, Victory advancing right, holding wreath and globus cru- 
ciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. Tolstoi 30. Ratto 
292. Goodacre 8. PCR 1656. Lacam pl. XLVIII-A, 6 (this coin). 

About extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.49 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but of cruder 
style. Tolstoi 30. Ratto 292. Goodacre 8. PCR 1656. 
About very fine 





Anastasius | 


A.D. 491-518 


640. Solidus (4.49 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, A.D. 491-2. DN 


641. 


642. 


643. 


ANASTASIVS PERP AVG., helmeted and cuirassed bust three- 
quarter face to right, holding spear and shield/ VICTORIA AVGGG 
S (the officina letter placed vertically), Victory standing left, 
holding long cross, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 
3. DOC 3) variant (officina I). Sear 3. Lacam pl. XLIV, 2 (this 


coin). Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Anastasius’ currency reform of A.D. 498 is generally regarded as 
the commencement point for the Byzantine coinage. However, 
these changes only affected the base metal denominations, whilst 
the gold and silver issues continued much as before, with only 


minor Changes to the inscriptions and details of the types. One of 


these changes, which occurred early in the reign, was the aban- 
donment of the form PERP in the obverse inscription and its 
replacement by the more abbreviated PP. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. D N 
ANASTASIVS PP AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter 
face to right, holding spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG i, 
Victory standing left, holding long cross, cross in right field, 
CONOB in exergue. MIB 5 (plate 1, this coin). Not in DOC. 
Sear 3. Lacam pl. LXXIV-A, | (this coin). 

Apparently unique, and of great interest. Very fine plus. 
Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1978), lot 507. This appears to be the only 
recorded specimen with a cross in reverse field instead of the 
usual star. Dr. Lacam would assign it to the mint of Alexandria, 


on the basis of its monophysite symbolism and the attribution of 


later 6th century solidi with the cross symbol to the Egyptian 
mint, but stylistically there appears to be nothing to separate this 
from the regular Constantinopolitan series. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina. D N ANASTA 
SIVS PP AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to 
right, holding spear and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG A, Victory 
standing left, holding long cross, star in right field, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 4. Tolstoi 70. Sear 3. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.50 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina. All as last, but 
reverse legend ends AVGGG I. MIB 4. DOC 4a. Sear 3. 
Light graffiti in reverse field. Otherwise superb. 


Ex Leu 15 (1976), lot 439. 


644. 


645. 


646. 


647. 


648. 


649. 


650. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. All as last, 
but reverse legend ends AVGGG I. MIB 4. DOC 31. Sear 3. Lacam 
pl. XIV, 7 (this coin). Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. All as last. 
MIB 4. DOC 31. Sear 3. Superb. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. All as last. 
MIB 4. DOC 33. Sear 3. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. All as last. 
MIB 4. DOC 3i. Sear 3. 


Scratches in obverse field. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. Obverse as 
last, but the ties of the diadem are not visible/ VICTORIA AVGGG 
I, Victory standing left, holding long staff surmounted by 
inverted Christogram, star in left field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 
7. DOC 7j. Sear 5. Lacam pl. XXXVI, 2 (this coin). 

About extremely fine. 


Semissis (2.23 gm). Constantinople. D N ANASTASIVS PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGGG, 
Victory seated right, inscribing numerals on shield set on knee, 
Christogram to right, star to left, CONOB in exergue. MIB 10. 
DOC 9. Sear 7. Very fine plus. 


Tremissis (1.52 gm). Constantinople. D N ANASTASIVS PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGVSTOR 
VM, Victory advancing right, holding wreath and globus cru- 
ciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 12. DOC 10a. 
Sear 8. Extremely fine. 


. Tremissis (1.43 gm). Constantinople. All as last. MIB 12. DOC 


10a. Sear 8. About extremely fine. 


. Tremissis (1.54 gm). Constantinople. All as last. MIB 12. DOC 


10a. Sear 8. Very fine plus. 








THE AGE OF JUSTINIAN 
A.D. 518 - 610 


Justin I - Phocas 


Justin I 


653 


A.D. 518-527 

Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina, A.D. 518-22. D 
N IVSTINVS PP AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter 
face to right, holding spear and shield, diadem ties not visible/ 
VICTORIA AVGGG H, Victory standing left, holding long staff 
surmounted by inverted Christogram, star in left field, CONOB 
in exergue. MIB 2. DOCIf. Sear 55. Lacam pl. XIV, 8 (this 


coin). Light graffiti in obverse field, 
and scratch on reverse border. Otherwise superb. 
This reverse type, showing the traditional female figure of Vic- 


tory, was in continuation of the final issue of the preceding reign. 
At some point during Justin's reign, possibly in connection with 
the union with the Church of Rome, a fundamental change was 
made in the reverse type of the gold solidus, which now depicted 
a facing male Angel. 


Solidus (4.25 gm). Thessalonica. Obverse as last, but the diadem 
ies are shown/VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory standing left, holding 
long cross, two stars in field, to left and to right (the latter 
partially erased), CONOB in exergue. MIB 6. Not in DOC. Sear 
TTA. Extremely rare. Extremely fine plus. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 571. The provincial mint of Thessalonica 
did not adopt Anastasius’ new solidus type, with inverted 
Christogram, but continued issuing the traditional plain cross 
design. This was also retained throughout Justin's reign, no 
attempt being made to introduce the new facing Angel type being 
struck at the metropolitan mint. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, A.D. 522-7. 
Obverse as last, but the diadem ties are not visible/VICTORIA 
AVGGG ©, Angel standing facing, holding long cross and globus 
cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 3. Tolstoi 
7. Sear 56. Extremely fine plus. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 572. Introduced by Justin I, the facing 
Angel was to become the standard reverse type of the gold 
solidus until replaced by the Calvary cross early in the 7th cen- 
tury. It was, however, temporarily abandoned between the years 
565 and 582 by the emperors Justin I] and Tiberius I. 


Solidus (4.08 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, A.D. 522-7. 
All as last. Lacam pl. XXXVI, 3 (this coin). Very fine plus. 


Semissis (2.25 gm). Constantinople. D N IVSTINVS PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGGG, 
Victory seated right, inscribing numerals on shield set on knee, 
Christogram to right, star to left, CONOB in exergue. MIB 4. 
DOC 3. Sear 57. Very fine plus, 


Justin I and Justinian I 


658. 


659, 


660. 


Justinian I 


661. 


joint reign, April-August A.D. 527 
Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina. D N IVSTIN ET 
IVSTINIAN PP AVG, the two emperors, both nimbate, seated fac- 
ing, the throne represented merely by short uprights, each with 
right hand on breast and holding globus in left, their left knees 
advanced, cross between their heads, CONOB in exergue/ VICTORIA 
AVGGG S, Angel standing facing, holding long cross and globus 
cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB Id. BMC 5 
variant (IVSTINAN for IVSTINIAN). Sear 117. 

Very rare and desirable. Superb. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 574. Justinian had already been the 


formulator of imperial policy throughout much of his uncle's 


reign, and four months before his death Justin elevated his 
nephew to the rank of co-emperor, thus ensuring a smooth suc- 
cession. The remarkable coinage of this brief joint reign consists 
only of gold solidi, with bronze folles and fractions. The attrac- 
tive obverse type of the solidi is obviously inspired by the 
reverses of certain 4th and Sth century issues dating back to the 
time of Valentinian I and Valens. It is most unusual for three of 
these rare coins to be offered for sale at the same time. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina. Obverse as last, 
but with IVSTINAN for IVSTINIAN, and without any represen- 
tation of the throne/Reverse as last, but the legend ends AVGGG 
©. MIB Id. BMC 6 variant (IVSTINI for IVSTINAN). Sear 120. 
Very rare. Extremely fine/Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.51 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. Obverse as 
last, but with legend D N IVSTINV ET IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, 
pellets on either side of CONOB, and the throne represented by 
curved uprights and cross-bar/Reverse as last, but the legend ends 
AVGGG I. MIB 3b. Tolstoi 143. Sear 122. Lacam pl. XXVII, 3 
(this coin). Very rare. Extremely fine. 


A.D. 527-565 


Solidus (4.52 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, A.D. 527-38. D 
N IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust three- 
quarter face to right, holding spear and shield/ VICTORIA AVGGG 
S, Angel standing facing, holding long cross and globus cruciger, 
star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 5. DOC 3f. Sear 137. 
Lacam pl. XIV, 9 (this coin). Scarce. Extremely fine. 


This was the final issue of solidi with the traditional three- 
quarter face "military" bust, which had remained unchanged in 
the Eastern Empire since the days of Arcadius and Theodosius II. 
In his twelfth regnal year (538/9) Justinian replaced it with a 
full-facing bust, holding an orb, thus bringing the solidi into line 
with the new obverse types on his reformed bronze coinage. 


, - : 
Fors 
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663. 


664. 


665. 


666. 


Solidus (4.32 gm). Thessalonica, A.D. 527-38. Obverse as 
las/VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory standing left, holding long cross, 
two stars in field, to left and to right, CONOB in exergue. MIB 
20. Not in DOC. Tolstoi 528. Sear 173A, 

An outstanding specimen of this extremely rare issue. Superb. 


The conservative mintmasters of Thessalonica here continue the 
traditional Sth century reverse type which, at the metropolitan 


mint, had already been modified twice, during the reigns of 


Anastasius and Justin. 


Solidus (4.50 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina, after A.D. 542. 
DN IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing, 
holding globus cruciger and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG E, Angel 
Standing facing, holding long staff surmounted by Christogram, 
and globus cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 
7. DOC Ye. Sear 140. Lacam pl. XXXVII-A, a (this coin). 
Some double-striking affecting the legends. 
Otherwise extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, after A.D. 542. 
All as last, but reverse legend ends AVGGG S. MIB 7. DOC 9f. 
Sear 140. Small dies. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople, 12th officina, after A.D. 
542. All as last, but reverse legend ends AVGGG IB. MIB 7. DOC 
278 (attributed to Carthage). Sear 140. 

Rare. Extremely fine plus. 


The numbering of officinae above ten is highly unusual, but the 
coin appears to be of regular Constantinopolitan style and not 
from the Carthage mint, where "12" could be interpreted as an 
indictional date. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Uncertain provincial mint, possibly Cyzicus, 

A.D. 538-42. Obverse as last/VICTORIA AVGGG, Angel standing 

facing, holding long cross and plain globus, star in right field, 

CONOB in exergue. MIB 22 (attributed to Thessalonica). DOC 7 
(attributed to Constantinople). Sear 138. 

Very rare and interesting. 

Obverse of elegant style. Extremely fine. 


Ex M & M Vente Publique 52 (1975), lot 826. This enigmatic 
type ts difficult to attribute. The refined style of the engraving 
would seem to rule out Hahn's tentative attribution to Thessa- 
lonica, which always exhibited a certain provincial coarseness 
in its products, while the lack of an officina letter eliminates the 
metropolitan mint 
course, is impossible to substantiate, but it seems that this issue 
was made at some provincial center, or centers, to meet a local 
need, and that engravers and mint workers from Constantinople 
were temporarily transferred for the purpose. 


Ricotti Prina suggests Cyzicus which, of 


667. 


668. 
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670. 


671. 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Carthage, A.D. 539/40(?). D N IVSTINIANVS 
PP A, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger 
and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG TI, Angel standing facing, holding 
long cross and globus cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 25. DOC 277c. Sear 250. Superb. 


With Justinian’s conquests in North Africa, ltaly and Spain, the 
Byzantine mint system underwent a considerable expansion at 
this time. The Carthaginian issues are differentiated by a distinc- 
tive style, and even at this earliest stage of the mint’s activity 
there is a slight tendency towards small, thick flans for the gold 
solidi. Eventually, in the following century, this was to become 
exaggerated to the point where the coins assumed their familiar 
"globular" appearance. The numerals at the end of the reverse 
legends probably represent indictional dates, rather than the 
officinae of the metropolitan mint. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Carthage, A.D. 546/7(?). All as last, but 
obverse legend ends PP AVI, and reverse legend ends AVGGG I. 
MIB 25. DOC 277e. Sear 250. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.35 gm). Rome, A.D. 540-2. D N IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, 
helmeted and cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger and 
shield/VICTORIA AVGGG A, Angel standing facing, holding long 
cross and globus cruciger, six-pointed star in right field, CONOB 
in exergue. MIB 29. BMC Vandals p. 111, 28. Sear 289. 

Rare. Graffiti in obverse field. About extremely fine. 


The Byzantine reconquest of Italy from the Ostrogoths developed 
into a very costly and protracted struggle, and Rome itself chan- 
ged hands several times during the course of the war. Rome and 
Ravenna emerged as the major Byzantine mints in the newly 
conquered province, but other establishments may have been 
temporarily active to meet emergency requirements during the 
course of the various campaigns. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Rome, Ist officina, A.D. 542-9. Obverse as 
last, but the legend ends PP AIG (sic)/VICTORIA AVGGG A (fol- 
lowed by pellet), Angel standing facing, holding long staff 
surmounted by Christogram, and globus cruciger, six-pointed 
star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 34 variant (not noted 
with reverse pellet). Ratto 451 variant. Sear 291 variant. Lacam 
pl. XXXVII-A, b (this coin). Broad flan, Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 2 (1972), lot 475. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Rome, 4th officina, A.D. 542-9. All as last, 
but the obverse legend ends PPA/I, and the reverse legend ends 

AVGGG A (no pellet). MIB 34. Tolstoi 31. Sear 291. 
Slight surface flaw on reverse, affecting Angel's right wing. 
Otherwise superb. 


Ex Leu 15 (1976), lot 447. 
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675. 


Solidus (4.31 gm). Rome(?), 4th officina, circa A.D. 549. All as 
last, but the obverse legend ends PP I, and with CONOP in exer- 
gue on reverse. Cf. MIB 34. 

Rare and interesting. About extremely fine. 


Although obviously of Italian mintage, this piece is more crudely 
engraved than the regular products of Rome. The possibility 
exists that it was produced as part of an emergency issue follow- 
ing the withdrawal of imperial forces from Rome in the summer 
of 549, at the start of the three-year Gothic occupation. Dr. 
Lacam interprets the final letter of the mintmark as possible 
evidence that the coin was struck at Perugia. 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Rome(?), 9th officina, A.D. 542-9. All as 
last, but the obverse legend ends PP AG, and the reverse legend 
ends AVGG-G 0, CONOB in exergue. MIB 34. BMC 17 (misattri- 
buted to Constantinople). Rare and interesting. Extremely fine. 


Another piece which, although stylistically akin to the regular 
Roman solidi, nevertheless differs sufficiently in detail to suggest 
the possible operation of a temporary mint during the long course 
of the Gothic war. The execution of the coin is especially neat, 
and the pellet inserted into the reverse legend is an unusual 
feature. Dr. Lacam proposes Naples as the place of mintage, but 
such attributions can only be regarded as conjectural in the ab- 
sence of more substantial evidence. 


Solidus (4.42 gm). Ravenna, 6th officina, after A.D. 542. DN 
IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing, holding 
globus cruciger and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG S, Angel standing 
facing, holding staff surmounted by Christogram, and globus 
cruciger, six-pointed star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 
37. BMC Vandals p. 114, 40. Sear 312. Extremely fine. 


The typical characteristics of the products of this mint--the slight 
curve to the Christogram staff and the pronounced annular 
borders--are already discernible on this early example. 


Light weight solidus, of 22 siliquae (4.06 gm). Constantinople, 
10th officina, A.D. 538-42. DN IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, helmeted 
and cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger and 
shield/VICTORIA AVGGG I, Angel standing facing, holding long 
cross and plain globus, star in right field, OB*+ * in exergue. 
MIB 10 variant (only recorded with © or OS at end of reverse 
legend). Adelson, Light Weight Solidi and Byzantine Trade 
during the Sixth and Seventh Centuries, ANS NNM 138, 1 
variant (with © at end of reverse legend, cited from the 
Hermitage). Sear 212 variant. 

Extremely rare. Scratches in obverse field. Very fine plus. 
Light weight solidi were first introduced by Justinian I and are 
known in three denominations, weighing 23, 22 and 20 carats. 
They differ from the regular 24-carat solidi not only in their 
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Justin II 
678. 


679. 


680. 


slightly lower weight but in details of the reverse (sometimes also 
obverse) design. Their purpose may have been for the payment 
of tribute to foreign powers, or to facilitate trade with neighbors 
who had different weight systems. Justinian’s successors main- 
tained a limited output of light weight solidi for about a century 
and a half, the latest recorded example being from the reign of 
Tiberius Ill (A.D. 698-705). There is, however, a much later 
counterpart in the tetarteron nomisma introduced by Nicephorus 
I] in the latter part of the 10th century. 


Semissis (2.25 gm). Constantinople, before A.D. 552. DN 
IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/ 
VICTORIA AVGGG, Victory seated right, inscribing numerals on 
shield set on knee, Christogram to right, star to left, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 17. DOC 17. Sear 143. Lacam pl. XLVII-B, | (this 
coin). Extremely fine plus. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 509. 


Tremissis (1.50 gm). Constantinople. D N IVSTINIANVS PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGVST 
ORVM, Victory advancing right, holding wreath and globus 
cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 19. DOC 
19. Sear 145. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 565-578 


Solidus (4.52 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina. D N IVSTINVS 
PP AVI, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing, with short beard, 
holding globe surmounted by Victory, and shield/ VICTORIA AVG 
GG H, Constantinopolis seated facing, looking right, resting on 
sceptre and holding globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue. MIB 4. 
DOC 2. Sear 344. Extremely fine. 


Justin II is reputed to have had pagan leanings, and his selection 
of coin types does nothing to dispel this accusation. The small 


figure of Victory crowning the emperor's portrait has obvious 


pagan connotations, whilst the seated city-goddess is a reversion 
to a 4th-Sth century type employed before Christian imagery 
became dominant on the gold solidus. Even the emperor's slight 
beard, a sign of mourning for the deceased Justinian, has close 
parallels on the imperial coinage of pagan Rome. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends [AVGGG] A. MIB 4. DOC 1-2 variant 
(this officina not recorded). Sear 344. 

Not fully struck-up. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina. All as last, but 
emperor is beardless on obverse, and the reverse legend ends AVG 
GG A. MIB 4. DOC 4c. Sear 345. Extremely fine plus. 
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Solidus (4.44 gm). Alexandria. D N IVSTINVS PP AVI, helmeted 
and cuirassed bust facing, holding globe surmounted by Victory, 
and shield/VICTORIA AVGGG I, Constan-tinopolis seated facing, 
looking right, resting on sceptre and holding globus cruciger (the 
orb ornamented with two pellets), cross in left field, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 13a. DOC 6. Sear 347. Very rare. Extremely fine. 


The attribution to the Egyptian mint is made on the evidence of 
an extremely rare solidus with AA2OB in exergue which also has 
a cross in reverse field. 


Solidus (4.55 gm). Alexandria. All as last, but with Christo- 

gram instead of cross in reverse field, and with pellets on either 

side of CONOB. MIB 14. Not in DOC. Sear 347A. Berk, Roman 
Gold Coins of the Medieval World, 63 (same obverse die). 

Very rare. Two scuff marks on reverse 

affecting only the border. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Ravenna. D N IVSTINVS PP AVG, helmeted and 
cuirassed bust facing, holding globe surmounted by Victory, and 
shield; pronounced annular border/ VICTORIA AVGGG S, Constan- 
tinopolis seated facing, looking right, resting on sceptre and 
holding globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue; pronounced annular 
border. MIB 20e. BMC 287. Sear 407. Lacam pl. XLIV, 3 (this 
coin). Rare. Superb. 


Italy, which had been wrested from the Ostrogoths at such great 
cost under Justinian, was invaded by the Lombards only three 
years after the accession of Justin Il. The Byzantines lacked the 
military resources to defend the country and most of it fell to the 
invaders in a very short space of time. However, Rome and 
Ravenna remained in imperial hands and the latter continued to 
operate as an important mint. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Ravenna. All as last, but without the two 
pellets following the reverse legend. MIB 20c. DOC 210a. Sear 
407. Rare. About extremely fine. 


Light weight solidus, of 22 siliquae (3.99 gm). Constantinople. 
Obverse as last, but the legend ends PP AVI/VICTORIA AVGGG 6S, 
Constantinopolis seated facing, looking right, resting on sceptre 
and holding plain globus, OB*+* in exergue. MIB 8. DOC 138 
(attributed to Antioch). Sear 376. Lacam pl. CX-B, 3 (this coin). 

Rare. Very fine plus. 


Solidi with the letters OS at the end of the reverse legend are 
sometimes attributed to the Syrian mint of Antioch (Theoupolis), 
but stylistically there is nothing to differentiate them from the 
products of the metropolitan mint, and Hahn prefers to attribute 
them to Constantinople 
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Tiberius I] Constantine 
690. 
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Light weight solidus, of 22 siliquae (3.94 gm). Constantinople. 
All as last. MIB 8. DOC 138 (attributed to Antioch). Sear 376. 
Rare. About extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.51 gm). Constantinople. D N IVSTINVS PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGVST 
ORVM, Victory advancing right, holding wreath and globus 
cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB Ila. DOC 
13: Sear 353. Large, thin flan. About extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.47 gm). Ravenna. All as last, but with pronounced 
annular borders, and the star in reverse field is six-pointed. MIB 
26. BMC 293. Sear 410. Rare. Extremely fine plus. 


Tremissis (1.36 gm). Ravenna. All as last, but the reverse legend 
ends AVGVSTORVN. MIB 26. DOC 212. Sear 410. 
Rare. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 578-582 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, special consular issue, A.D. 
579. CONSTANT AUG Ulu FELIX, crowned bust facing, wearing 
consular robes, and holding mappa and eagle-tipped sceptre sur- 
mounted by cross/UICTOR TIbERI AUG, cross potent on four 
steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 2. DOC 2. Sear 420. 

Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Tiberius assumed the consulship in January 579, about three 
months after the death of Justin Il. The cross had never before 
been used as a reverse type for the solidus, except on the ex- 
tremely rare issues of the western emperor Anicius Olybrius 
(A.D. 472). Tiberius is said to have been influenced by a dream 
in his choice of reverse design for the gold coinage, the cross 
depicted being one of gold which had been erected at Calvary in 
the time of Theodosius II. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina. dm TIb 
CONSTANT PP AVI, crowned and cuirassed bust facing, holding 
globus cruciger and shield/VICTORIA AVGG Z, cross potent on 
four steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 4. DOC 4g. Sear 422. 
Superb. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGG H. MIB 4. DOC 4h. Sear 422. 

Light scratches and small dings in reverse field. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 
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Solidus (4.49 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, All as last, but 
the emperor's name on obverse reads CONSTANVS (sic), and the 
reverse legend ends AVGG E. MIB 4. DOC 4e (for this form of 
obverse legend, cf. 4b.2, with officina B). Sear 422. 
Double-struck. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.42 gm). Carthage, A.D. 579/80. dm TIb CONSTANT PP 
AV, crowned and cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger 
and shield/VICTORIA AVGG S ( = regnal year 6), cross potent on 
four steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 13. BMC 5. Sear 462. Lacam 
pl. XLY, I (this coin, misattributed to Constantinople). 

Very rare. Superb. 


Under Tiberius Il the Carthaginian solidi had not yet assumed 
their characteristic small, thick fabric. This change was to be- 
come quite noticeable during the course of the next reign, that of 
Maurice Tiberius. Tiberius Il reckoned his regnal years from his 
creation as Caesar under Justin Il, December 574. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Ravenna, A.D. 581/2. Dm TIB CONSTANT PP 
AVS, crowned and cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger 
and shield; pronounced annular border/VICTORIA AVGG H (= 
regnal year 8), cross potent on four steps, CONOB in exergue; 
pronounced annular border. MIB 15. DOC 62a. Sear 468. 

Very rare. Extremely fine plus. 


Light weight solidus, of 22 siliquae (4.07 gm). Constantinople. 
dM Tlb CONSTANT PP AVI, crowned and cuirassed bust facing, 
holding globus cruciger and shield/VICTORIA AVGG OS, cross 
potent on four steps, OB+ * in exergue. MIB 5. DOC 38 
(attributed to Antioch). Sear 446. Lacam pl. CX-C, 1 (this 
coin). Very rare. Die flaws in field on obverse and reverse. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Semissis (2.20 gm). Constantinople. dm COSTANTINVS PP Al, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/UICTOR TIbERI AUG, 
cross potent on globus, CONOB beneath. MIB 7. DOC 6. Sear 
424. Extremely fine. 


Tiberius also changed the reverse designs for the semissis and 
the tremissis, so that all three gold denominations uniformly bore 
a cross as their reverse type. His immediate successors did not 
adopt these innovations, except in the case of the tremissis, but 
early in the following century Heraclius reverted to Tiberius’ 
desiens for the gold coinage. 


Semissis (2.19 gm). Constantinople. All as last. MIB 7. DOC 6. 
Sear 424. Lacam pl. XLVII-B, 2 (this coin). Very fine plus. 


699. 


700. 


701. 


Maurice Tiberius 
702. 


703. 


704. 


Tremissis (1.50 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but without 
the globus beneath the cross on reverse. MIB 9b. DOC 7. Sear 
425. Lacam pl. XLVIII-B, 2a (this coin). 

Some flatness in striking. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.53 gm). Ravenna. DM COSTANTINVS PP AG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right; pronounced annular 
border/UICTOR TIbERI AVG, cross potent, CONOB beneath; pro- 
nounced annular border. MIB 17. DOC 64. Sear 470. Lacam pl. 
XLVIL-B, 2b (this coin). 

A magnificent specimen of this rare coin. Fleur de coin. 


Tremissis (1.49 gm). Ravenna. All as last, but the obverse 
legend ends PP A. MIB 17. DOC 64. Sear 470. 
Several light scratches on reverse. Otherwise extremely fine. 


A.D. 582-602 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, special consular 
issue, July-November A.D. 602. DN MAVRC TIb PP AVG, the 
emperor, crowned, enthroned facing, wearing consular robes and 
holding mappa and cross/VICTORIA AVGG A, Angel standing 
facing, holding long staff surmounted by Christogram, and 
globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue. MIB 2. Ratto 995 (same 
dies). Sear 474. Extremely rare and desirable. 
Only the third specimen known from this officina. 

Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 586. The emperor Maurice celebrated 
two consulships, in S83 and in 602. It seems likely that this ex- 
ceptional issue was made on the second of these occasions, and 
was cut short by the emperor's downfall and assassination 
towards the end of the year. For his gold solidi Maurice re- 
verted to the reverse type of Justinian, and it was the remnants 
of that emperor's western conquests that he reorganized into the 
efficient military exarchates of Ravenna and Carthage. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina, A.D. 582-3. ON 
TIbBER MAVRIC PP AV, crowned and cuirassed bust facing, holding 
globus cruciger and shield/ VICTORIA AVGG H, type as last. MIB 
4. DOC 3b. Sear 476. Very rare. About extremely fine. 


On this very early issue the name "Tiberius" unusually precedes 
"Mauricius" in the obverse legend. Within a few months the two 
names were transposed and the legend assumed the form which it 
was to retain for the remainder of the reign. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina. ON MAVRC TIb 
PP AVG, helmeted, draped and cuirassed bust facing, holding glo- 
bus cruciger/VICTORIA AVGGT, type as last. MIB 6. Ratto 999. 
Sear 478. 


Light scratches in reverse field. Otherwise extremely fine 





OS 


706. 


707. 


708. 


709, 


710. 


Solidus (4.37 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGG S. MIB 6. DOC Sf. Sear 478. 
Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina. All as last, but 
the emperor's portrait is very large, and the reverse legend ends 
AVGG E. MIB 6. Tolstoi 18. Sear 524. Very fine. 


Solidi of Maurice with large, broad portraits are sometimes 
attributed to the Syrian mint of Antioch. However, there is no- 
thing else stylistically to differentiate them from the Constan- 
tinopolitan solidi with smaller imperial busts, and the change 
seems better explained as a chronological development within 
the metropolitan mint during the two decades that this type was 
current. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGG H. MIB 6. DOC 149e (Antioch). 
Sear 524. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.49 gm). Carthage, 9th indiction = A.D. 590/1. D N 
MAVRI Tb PP AV AN © ( = year 9), helmeted, draped and 
cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger/ VICTORIA AVGG N 
©, Angel standing facing, holding long staff surmounted by 
Christogram, and globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue. MIB 25a 
variant (not recorded with N preceding the numeral at end of 
reverse legend). DOC 223 variant. Sear 548 variant. Lacam pl. 
XXXVIII-C, 1 (this coin). Very rare. Superb. 


Indictional dates begin appearing regularly on the Carthaginian 
solidi of this reign. This specimen has the curious feature, 
previously unrecorded, of a letter N preceding the date numeral 
on reverse. It may be intended to represent a ligatured AN for 
anno. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Carthage, 15th indiction = A.D. 596/7. DN 
MAVRIC Tb PP AN IE ( = year 15), type as last/ VICTORIA AVGG 
IE, type as last. MIB 25b. DOC 229. Sear 549. Lacam pl. 
XXXVIII-C, 3 (this coin). Rare. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Carthage, Ist indiction = A.D. 597/8. DM 
MAVRIC Tb PP AN A ( = year 1), type as last/ VICTORIA AVGG A, 
type as last. MIB 25b. DOC 230. Sear 549. Lacam pl. XXXVII- 
C, 2 (this coin). Rare. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Ravenna, Ist officina(?). DN MAVRC TIb PP 
AVG, type as last; pronounced annular border/VICTORIA AVGG P 
(= prima officina?), type as last; pronounced annular border. 
MIB 39. Tolstoi 34. Sear 589. Lacam pl. XLV, 2 (this coin). 


Very rare. Traces of mounting. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


WA ze 


714. 


716. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Sicily(?). D N MAVRC TIb PP AVI, helmeted, 
draped and cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger 
/VICTORIA AVGG A, Angel standing facing, holding long staff 
surmounted by Christogram, and globus cruciger, CONOB in 
exergue. Lacam pl. XXXVIII-A, 3 (this coin: only the obverse 
is correctly illustrated, the reverse being of a Ravenna solidus 
duplicated from pl. XLV). 

Very rare and interesting. Fleur de coin. 


This is a difficult piece to attribute. In some respects it resem- 
bles products of the metropolitan mint, but there are some dis- 
tinctive features, notably the letter forms M for M, and wu for b in 
the obverse legend, which are more suggestive of a western 
origin. The coin ts also very much better struck than the normal 
products of Constantinople. 


Light weight solidus, of 23 siliquae (4.30 gm). Constantinople, 
9th officina(?). ON MAVRC TIb PP AVI, helmeted, draped and 
cuirassed bust facing, holding globus cruciger, star in right field/ 
Reverse as last, but legend ends AVGG ©(?), and with star in 
right field. MIB 11. DOC 7h. Sear 481. Lacam pl. CX-B, | (this 
coin). Rare. About extremely fine/Very fine. 


This class of reduced weight solidi, light by only one carat, was 
introduced by Maurice Tiberius, and is differentiated from the 


full weight coins only by the stars appearing in the obverse and 


reverse fields. 


Light weight solidus, of 23 siliquae (4.32 gm). Constantinople, 
10th officina. All as last, but the emperor's portrait is very 
large, and the reverse legend ends AVGG I. MIB 11. DOC 150d 
(Antioch). Sear 528. 

Rare. Some surface deposits. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Light weight solidus, of 22 siliquae (4.07 gm). Constantinople. 
4th officina. Obverse as last, but without star in field, and the 
emperor's portrait is of normal size/VICTORIA AVGG A, Angel 
standing facing, holding long staff surmounted by Christogram 
and plain globus, OB+* in exergue. MIB 13b variant (this 
officina not recorded). DOC 8 variant (officina E). Sear 482. 
Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Ex NFA 2 (1976), lot 501. 


Tremissis (1.51 gm). Constantinople. D N TIbERI PP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/UICTOR MAVRI AVG, 
cross potent, CONOB beneath. MIB 20. DOC 14.3-4. Sear 488. 
Lacam pl. XLVIII-B, 3a (this coin). 

Scratch in reverse field. Otherwise extremely fine 


At Constantinople Maurice continued his predecessor's innova- 
tion of placing a cross on the reverse of the tremissis. The pro- 
vincial mints, however, reverted to the traditional Victory re- 
verse for this denomination. 





719. 


720. 


Phocas 


721 


Tremissis (1.43 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but the reverse 
legend begins VICTORI. MIB 20. DOC 14.5 variant (with 
UuICTORI). Sear 488. About extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.48 gm). Rome. D N MAVRC TIb PP AVG, diademed, 
draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGTORYM (sic), 
Victory advancing right, holding wreath and globus cruciger, 
CONOB in exergue. MIB 35. Tolstoi 56. Sear 586B. Lacam pl. 
XLVIII-B, 3c (this coin). Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.50 gm). Ravenna. Obverse as last, but with 
pronounced annular border/VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM, Victory 
advancing right, holding wreath and globus cruciger, six-pointed 
star in right field, CONOB in exergue; pronounced annular border. 
MIB 50. DOC 287. Sear 592. Lacam pl. XLVII-B, 3b (this 
coin). Very rare. Superb. 


Tremissis (1.30 gm). Ravenna(?). Obverse as last/ VICTOR TIbERI 
AVG, cross potent, CONOB beneath; pronounced annular border. 

Unpublished. Traces of mounting. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


This curious piece combines a Maurice Tiberius obverse with a 
reverse type from the preceding reign, that of Tiberius II. 
Although exhibiting characteristics of the Ravenna mint, the style 
is slightly barbarous and the possibility exists that the coin is a 
Lombard imitation. 


A.D. 602-610 


Solidus (4.36 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, special consular 
issue, A.D. 603. ON FOCAS PERP AV, crowned bust facing, wear- 
ing consular robes, and holding mappa and cross/ VICTORIA AVGG 
E, Angel standing facing, holding long staff surmounted by 
Christogram, and globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue. MIB 2. 
DOC 4a variant (with officina B). Sear 623. Lacam pl. XXX, | 
(this coin), Very rare. About extremely fine. 


The reign of Phocas marked a return to the concept of individual 
imperial portraiture. The facing effigies on the gold solidi of the 
Sth and 6th centuries have a uniformity which makes it im- 
possible to differentiate one emperor's portrait from all the 
others. But the sinister features of Phocas, with his pointed 
heard, are quite unmistakable. A contemporary account gives a 
vivid insight into life under the oppressive regime of this tyrant: 
You all know only too well what a cloud of dust the devil has 
stirred up under the successor of Maurice of blessed memory, 
for he has stifled love and sown mutual hatred throughout the 
whole east.... The demes, not satisfied with shedding the blood of 
their fellow demesmen in the streets, have forced their way into 
each and mercilessly murdered those within, 
throwing down alive from the upper stories women and children, 

ung and old, who were too weak to save themselves by 
(Acta Sanctorum, Miracula S. Demetrii) 


others’ houses 


f bt 
Lent 


722. 


724. 


720: 


Solidus (4.39 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, special con- 
sular issue, A.D. 603. All as last, but the reverse legend ends 
AVGG I. MIB 2. Tolstoi 26. Sear 623. Very rare. Very fine. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina, A.D. 603. ON 
FOCAS PERP AVG, draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing 
crown ornamented with pendilia, and holding globus cruciger/ 
Reverse as last, but legend ends AVGG T. MIB 5. DOC 1 variant 
(this officina not listed). Sear 616. Lacam pl. XXXIX-A, 2 (this 
coin: obverse only illustrated). Very rare. Extremely fine plus. 


The variety showing the pendilia ornaments hanging from the 
emperor's crown belongs only to the first year of the reign. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. A.D. 603. All 
as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGG I. MIB 5. DOC 1d. Sear 
616. Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina, A.D. 603-7, 

All as last, but the crown is without pendilia on obverse, and 

the reverse legend ends AVGG H. MIB 7. DOC 5h. Sear 618. 
About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 603-7. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGG E. MIB 7. DOC Se. 
Sear 618. 

Slight surface flaw in obverse field. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 607-10. 
d N FOCAS PERP AV, type as last, without pendilia/VICTORIA 
AVGUE, type as last. MIB 9. DOC 10e.1-5. Sear 620. Lacam pl. 
XLVI, | (this coin). Superb. 


In 607 an important change was made in the reverse inscriptions 
of the gold solidi and semisses. Instead of VICTORIA AVGG ( = 
Augustorum) implying the rule of more than one emperor (tradi- 
tional since the later 4th century), Phocas introduced the legend 
VICTORIA AVGU ( = Augusti). The reason for this emphasis on 
an undivided authority may have been to counter a popular 
movement which sought to make Phocas’ son-in-law Priscus co- 
emperor, Whatever the original reason for the change, AVGU 
henceforth became the standard ending for the reverse inscrip- 
tion on the solidus, even when two or more emperors were 
sharing the throne! 
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Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, A.D, 607-10. 
A\ll as last, but obverse legend ends AVG, and reverse legend ends 
AVGu 1. MIB 9. DOC 10).1-5. Sear 620. 

Graffiti in obverse field. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, A.D. 607-10. 
All as last. MIB 9. DOC 10j.1-5. Sear 620. Superb. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina, A.D. 607-10. 
All as last, but with N in reverse field to right, and legend ends 
AVGUE. MIB 10a. BMC 14. Sear 621. 

Rare, Light scratch in upper reverse field. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 609-10. 

All as last, but the obverse legend commences d N N FOCAS, and 

without N in reverse field. MIB 11. DOC 10e.6-7. Sear 620. 
Rare. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.51 gm). Constantinople. Obverse brockage, with d N 
FOCAS PERP AVG, draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing 
crown without pendilia, and holding globus cruciger. 

About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.52 gm). Carthage, special consular issue, 6th indiction 
= A.D. 602/3. D N FOCAC PERP AV N S, crowned bust facing, 
with pendilia, wearing consular robes and holding mappa and 
cross/VICTORIA AVGG S, Angel standing facing, holding long 
staff surmounted by Christogram, and globus cruciger, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 31. BNC 1. Sear 680. Lacam pl. XXX, 2 (this 
coin). Extremely rare. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Carthage(?), special consular issue, 6th 
indiction = A.D. 602/3. All as last, but struck on a larger and 
thinner flan. Lacam pl XXX, 3 (this coin, attributed to 
Cagliari). Extremely rare. Extremely fine. 


In the next reign, that of Heraclius, there is a distinct group of 


Carthaginian-type solidi which are, however, struck on larger 


flans than the regular North African issues. Hahn separates this 
group and tentatively assigns it to Sardinia. On the evidence of 


this coin of Phocas it seems possible that the operation of this 
subsidiary mint began somewhat earlier than had previously been 
suspected. Although of exactly the same date as the preceding 
and following lots, this solidus is noticeably larger and thinner, 
and is also bigger than the final Carthaginian issues of Maurice 
Tiberius 


T33s 


736. 


Takk 


738. 


739, 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Carthage, 6th indiction = A.D, 602/3. DN 
FOCA PERP AN S, draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing 
crown with pendilia, and holding globus cruciger/Reverse as last. 
MIB 32. DOC 108, 110 variant (different indictional dates). Sear 
681. Very rare. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Carthage, I1th indiction = A.D. 607/8. 
Obverse as last, but FOCAS for FOCA, and the legend ends AN IA; 
also, crown is without pendilia/VICTORIA AVG IA, type as last. 
MIB 34. Grierson, "Dated Solidi of Maurice, Phocas and 
Heraclius," NC 1950, p. 67, 31 and pl. IV (this coin?). Sear 
681A. Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Ex M & M Vente Publique 52 (1975), lot 831. The singular 
ending of the reverse legend (AVG instead of AVGG) on this late 
issue is the Carthaginian counterpart of the change from AVGG to 
AVGU at the metropolitan mint. This is the last date in Phocas' 
Carthaginian series, as the issue was cut short by the revolt of 
the Heraclii in North Africa (summer, 608) which was eventually 
to lead to the tyrant’s downfall in 610. 


Solidus (4.50 gm). Ravenna, A.D. 605/6. +D N FOCAS PERP AVG, 
draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing crown without pen- 
dilia, and holding globus cruciger; pronounced annular border/ 
VICTORIA AVGG D ( = 4th regnal year), Angel standing facing, 
holding long staff surmounted by Christogram, and globus 
cruciger, CONOB in exergue; pronounced annular border. MIB 
45b. DOC 126b (same obverse die). Sear 698. Lacam pl. XLV, 3 
(this coin). Very rare. Superb. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Rome(?), A.D. 603-7. ON FOCAS PERP AVG, 
type as last/VICTORIA AVGG H, type as last. Cf. DOC 5b.2 (same 
obverse die, officina B, attributed to Constantinople). Lacam pl. 
XXXIX-B, | (this coin). 

Very rare and interesting. Extremely fine plus. 


Ex Leu 2 (1972), lot 476. Stylistically this solidus appears to be 
western, and has some of the characteristics of Ravenna, though 
it does not fit into the pattern of that mint's output. Rome or 
Sicily would be the other possibilities. Phocas was popular in 
Rome, because of his orthodox religious policy, and a column 
erected in his honor still stands in the Roman Forum. 


Solidus (4.52 gm). Irregular mint, A.D. 607-10. Barbarous 
imitation of the final Constantinopolitan solidus issue, with 
partially blundered legends: d N FOIAS PEAP AVI/VCTORIA AVGU 
I. Very rare and interesting 

Scratches in upper reverse field. Extremely fine 
This curious and obviously unofficial production is, nevertheless, 


a competent piece of work. It is of full weight, though the metal 
may be a little debased. 





740 


743. 


Light weight solidus, of 23 siliquae (4.34 gm). Constantinople, 
4th officina, A.D. 603-7. ON FOCAS PERP AVG, draped and 
cutrassed bust facing, wearing crown without pendilia, and 
holding globus cruciger, star in right field/VICTORIA AVGG A, 
Angel standing facing, holding long staff surmounted by Chris- 
togram, and globus cruciger, star in right field, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 14 variant (this officina not recorded). BMC 21, 
25 variant. Sear 624. Very rare. About extremely fine. 


This continues the series initiated under Phocas’ predecessor, 
Maurice Tiberius. The stars in obverse and reverse fields de- 
note that the coin is lighter than a regular solidus by 1/24. 


Light weight solidus, of 22 siliquae (3.94 gm). Constantinople, 
5th officina, A.D. 607-610. Obverse as last, but without star in 
field/ VICTORIA AVGu E, type as last, but the Angel holds plain 
globus, without star in field, and with OB+ * in exergue. MIB 
19, Adelson 105. Sear 627. Lacam pl. CX-C, 2 (this coin). 

Very rare. Flan a little crinkled. Very fine plus. 


Light weight solidus, of 20 siliquae (3.77 gm). Constantinople, 
Sth officina, A.D. 607-10. All as last, but with OBXX in exergue 
on reverse. MIB 21. DOC 14. Sear 629. Lacam pl. CX-C, 3 (this 
coin). Very rare. Some flatness in striking. 

Otherwise extremely fine plus. 


Semissis (2.12 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 602-7. ON FOCAS PP 
AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless/ 
VICTORIA AVGG, Victory advancing right, looking back, holding 
wreath and globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue. MIB 23a. DOC 
15. Sear 630. Lacam pl. XLVII-B, 3a (this coin). 

Rare. Very fine. 


744. 


745. 


746. 


747. 


748. 


Semissis (2.16 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 607-10. d N FOCAS 
PER AVG, type as last/VICTORIA AVGU, type as last. MIB 25. 
DOC 16. Sear 631. Lacam pl. XLVII-B, 3b (this coin). 

Very fine. 


Under Maurice Tiberius and Phocas the gold semissis bore the 
walking Victory reverse which had formerly been the type pecu- 
liar to the tremissis. It is curious that although the facing bust of 
the emperor on the solidus depicted him with a long pointed 
beard, the profile portraits on the fractional gold continued to be 
the conventional beardless effigies, except in the case of some 
rare western issues. 


Tremissis (1.48 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 602-7. d N FOCAS PP 
AVG, type as last/VICTORI FOCAS AVG, cross potent, CONOB 
beneath. MIB 26. DOC 18. Sear 633. Lacam pl. XLVIIH-C, 1b 
(this coin). About extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.48 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 607-10. All as last, 
but with obverse legend d N FOCAS PER AVG. MIB 27. DOC 
19.3. Sear 634. Extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.49 gm). Ravenna, A.D. 602-7. D N FOCAS PERP 
AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless; pro- 
nounced annular border/VICTORIA AVGVSTORVN, Victory advan- 
cing right, holding wreath and globus cruciger, six-pointed star 
in right field, CONOB in exergue; pronounced annular border. 
MIB 47. BMC 15S. Sear 700. Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Tremissis (1.45 gm). Ravenna, A.D. 607-10. All as last, but on 

obverse the emperor's portrait is bearded, and with cross above 

diadem. MIB 51. DOC 129. Sear 701. Lacam pl. XLVIII-C, 2 
(this coin). 

Very rare. Scratches on reverse, on and outside border. 

Very fine plus. 


Unlike the metropolitan mint, in Italy the traditional walking 
Victory type was retained for the tremisses under Maurice 
Tiberius and Phocas. The bearded effigy on a profile portrait is 
exceptional. 
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THE HERACLIAN DYNASTY, ETC. 
A.D. 608 - 717 


Heraclian Revolt - Theodosius III 


Heraclius, 
exarch of Carthage 


Fabia-Eudocia = HERACLIUS = Martina 


| (610-641) 


HERACLIUS HERACLONAS 
CONSTANTINE (641) 
(641) 
CONSTANS II Theodosius 
(641-668) 
CONSTANTINE IV HERACLIUS TIBERIUS 
(668-685) (co-emperor 659-681) (co-emperor 659-681) 


Eudocia = JUSTINIAN II = Theodora 
(685-695; 705-711) 


TIBERIUS 
(co-emperor 705-711) 


Revolt of the Heraclii 


749 


750. 


Heraclius 


751 


A.D. 608-610 


Solidus (4.49 gm). Carthage, 13th indiction = A.D. 609/10. D N 

HERACAL CONSVALII, facing bare-headed busts of Heraclius, 

beardless, on left, and his father the exarch Heraclius, bearded, 

on right, both wearing consular robes, cross between their 

heads/VICTORIA CONSVAL IF, cross potent on three steps, CONOB 

in exergue. MIB 1. Tolstoi 191 (same obverse die). Sear 710. 
Lacam pl. XXXI-A, 2 (this coin). 

Of great rarity and historical interest. 

Scratch in reverse field above cross. 

Very fine/About extremely fine. 


This remarkable coinage was produced as the result of a popular 
rebellion against the tyrannical rule of Phocas, led by Heraclius, 


the highly respected exarch of Carthage, who had been one of 


Maurice Tiberius’ principal generals. Having its base in a re- 
mote province, the progress of the revolt was slow, but even- 
tually a rebel fleet, under the command of the exarch’s son, also 
named Heraclius, appeared beneath the walls of Constantinople 
and the citizens gladly threw open the gates of the city. Phocas 
was deposed and executed and the younger Heraclius was 
crowned emperor by the patriarch. The coins of the Heraclian 
revolt are remarkable in that they make no claims of imperial 
rank--the portraits are bare-headed and the issue is made in the 
name of “the Consuls." The Heraclii were not setting themselves 
up as rival emperors but as the people's avengers against the 
unjust tyranny of Phocas. 


Solidus (4.39 gm). Alexandria(?), 11th indiction = A.D. 608. D 

M N HERACAIO CONSVALTIA, type as last/VICTORIA CONSABIA , 

cross potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 2. BNC 2. 
Sear 720. Lacam pl. XXXI-A, | (this coin). 

A splendid example of this extremely rare coin. 

Die flaw on obverse. About extremely fine. 


Although Alexandria is the generally accepted mint attribution of 
this issue, it seems possible that it may have been produced at 
the mint subsidiary to Carthage, tentatively placed in Sardinia, 
which was certainly operating early in the reign of Heraclius, 
and may have been opened by Phocas. 


A.D. 610-641 


Solidus (4.49 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina, A.D. 610-13. 
ON hERACLIUS PP AVG, helmeted, draped and cuirassed bust 
facing, holding cross/VICTORIA AVGU A, cross potent on three 
steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 5. DOC 3a. Sear 731. Lacam pl. 
LV-A, | (this coin). Rare. Extremely fine. 


The Calvary cross reverse, adopted for the coinage of the 
Heraclian Revolt against Phocas, was retained after the younger 
Heraclius and became the standard 
reverse for the solidus until the Iconoclast controvery arose 


was crowned emperor, 


more than a century later 
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Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 610-13. 

d N hERACLIUS PP AI, type as last/VICTORIA AVGu E, type as 

last. MIB 5. DOC 3b. Sear 731. Lacam pl. XLVI, 2 (this coin). 
Graffiti in reverse field. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina, A.D. 610-13. 
All as last, but obverse legend ends PP AVI. MIB 5. DOC 3b. 
Sear 731. Scratches in obverse field. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 610-13. 
All as last. MIB 5. DOC 3b. Sear 731. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.50 gm). Jerusalem, A.D. 610. d N hERACLIUS PP AVG, 
crowned, draped and cuirassed bust facing, with pointed beard, 
holding cross/VICTORIA AVGu IIT, Angel standing facing, holding 
long staff surmounted by Christogram, and globus cruciger, 
CONOB in exergue. MIB 76 (attributed to Cyprus?). DOC 186 

(attributed to Alexandria: same dies). Sear 850. 
Of great rarity and interest. The seventh recorded specimen. 
Reverse double-struck. Otherwise superb. 


The portrait on this enigmatic issue is quite obviously modelled 
on that of Heraclius’ predecessor, Phocas. It is also the only 
solidus of the reign to bear the traditional reverse of a standing 
Angel, the last appearance of this type on the Byzantine coinage. 
It would seem that a mint was opened by Phocas at Jerusalem at 
the time of the Heraclian Revolt, and continued operations for a 
short time following the tyrant’s downfall, producing almost iden- 
tical solidi in the name of the new emperor. This attribution was 
made by Simon Bendall and Michael Hendy in an unpublished 
article "Bonosus, Comes Orientis, and the Mints of Antioch and 
Jerusalem under Phocas and Heraclius." 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Ravenna, A.D. 610-13. D N HERACLIVS PP 
AVG, draped and cuirassed bust facing, wearing helmet with 
pendilia, and holding globus cruciger; pronounced annular border/ 
VICTORIA AVGG_ H, cross potent on four steps, CONOB in 
exergue; pronounced annular border. MIB 109a. BNC 2-3. Sear 
895. Lacam pl. LXII-A, | (this coin). 

Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Light weight solidus, of 23 siliquae (4.28 gm). Constantinople, 

Sth officina, A.D. 610-13. d N hERACLIUS PP AVI, helmeted, 

draped and cuirassed bust facing, holding cross, star in right 

field/VICTORIA AVGUE, cross potent on three steps, star in right 
field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 54. Tolstoi 6. Sear 772. 

Very rare. Scratches in obverse and reverse field. 

Very fine plus. 


Semissis (2.22 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. d N hRACLIUS 
PP AVI, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless/ 
VICTORIA AVGUI, cross potent on globus. MIB 71a. DOC Sle. 
Sear 784. Areas of flatness. Otherwise extremely fine 
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Semissis (2.21 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina. d N hERACLIUS 
lr PP AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless/ 
VICTORIA AVGUE, cross potent on globus. MIB 72. DOC 52a. 
Sear 785. Very fine plus. 


The type of cross potent on globus became standard for the 
semissis under Heraclius, replacing the traditional Victory which 
had been the final link with the late Roman coinage. The omis- 
sion of CONOB is a curious feature of the new design. 


Semissis (2.15 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina(?). Obverse as 

last, but legend ends PP AV/VICTORIA AVGu S, cross potent, in 

the form of a Christogram, on globus. MIB 79 (attributed to 
Cyprus?). BNC | (uncertain mint: same reverse die). Sear 930. 

Extremely rare and interesting. 

A little double-struck. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Because of the curiosity of the reverse type this issue has 
normally been assigned to a provincial mint of uncertain loca- 
tion. However, stylistically there seems to be no good reason to 
separate it from the issues of Constantinople. 


Tremissis (1.41 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, A.D. 610- 
13. d N hERACIUS(sic)...P AV, diademed, draped and cuirassed 
bust right, beardless/VICTORIA AVGU I, cross potent, CONOB 
beneath. MIB 73a. Tolstoi 30. Sear 786. Rare. Very fine plus. 


Tremissis (1.45 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 610-13. d N hRAC 
LIUS P AVI, type as last/Reverse as last, but without officina 
letter following AVGu. MIB 73b. BMC 91. Sear 786. 

Rare. Scratches in obverse and reverse field. Very fine plus. 


Tremissis (1.50 gm). Ravenna. D N HERACLI PERP AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless, cross above 
diadem; pronounced annular border/VICTORI HERACLI AVG, cross 
potent, CONOB beneath; pronounced annular border. MIB 124. 
DOC 275 (same dies). Sear 900. 


Very rare. Light scratch in reverse field. About extremely fine. 
This type, bearing the imperial name on reverse as well as 
obverse, probably belongs very early in the reign. 


764. 


Tremissis (1.44 gm). Ravenna. ON HERACLIVS PP AVG, type and 
border as last/VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM, cross potent, CONOB 
beneath; pronounced annular border. MIB 125a. BMC 435. Sear 
902. Lacam pl. LXIV, | (this coin). — Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Ex Leu 10 (May 1974), lot 466. 


Heraclius and Heraclius Constantine A.D. 613-632 


765. 


706. 


767. 


708. 


769. 


770. 


Solidus (4.49 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 613-16. dd 
NN hERACLIUS ET hERA CONST PP AVI, facing busts of 
Heraclius, bearded, and Heraclius Constantine, much shorter, on 
right, each wearing elaborate crown, cross between their heads/ 
VICTORIA AVGU E, cross potent on three steps, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 8a. DOC 8e. Sear 734. Lacam pl. LV-A, 2 (this 
coin). Superb. 


This, the first large scale coinage of a joint reign, was to set the 
pattern for much of the later Byzantine coinage. 


Solidus (4.50 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 613-16. 
All as last. MIB 8a. DOC 8e. Sear 734. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 616-25. 
All as last, but on obverse the emperors each wear simple crown 
with cross on circlet. MIB 11. DOC 13d. Sear 738. 

Some edge filing. Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, A.D. 616-25. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGUA. MIB 11. DOC 
13 variant (this officina not recorded). Sear 738. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina, A.D. 625-9. All 
as last, but on obverse the bust of Heraclius Constantine is 
larger, and the reverse legend ends AVGu A. MIB 21. DOC 20a. 
Sear 743. Lacam pl. LXII-B, | (this coin: obverse only). 

About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, A.D. 625-9. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu ©. MIB 21. DOC - 
(this officina not noted). Sear 743. 

Scarce. A little double-struck. Otherwise extremely fine. 
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Solidus (4.53 gm). Constantinople, [Oth officina, A.D. 629-32. 
All as last, but on obverse Heraclius has long beard and 
moustache, Heraclius Constantine a short beard; whilst on 
reverse the legend ends AVGU I. MIB 29. DOC 26). Sear 749. 

A little double-struck. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, A.D. 629-32. 
All as last. MIB 29. DOC 26). Sear 749. = About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, A.D. 629-32. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGU AT. MIB 33. DOC 
28a. Sear 753. Scarce. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Jerusalem, A.D. 613-14. dd NN hERACLUS 
(sic) ET hRA CONTI, facing crowned busts of Heraclius, bearded, 
and Heraclius Constantine, much shorter, on right, cross between 
their heads/VICTORIA AVGu IX, cross potent on three steps, 
CONOB in exergue. MIB 77 (attributed to Cyprus?). Ratto 1380. 
Sear 852. Lacam pl. LXII-A, 4 (this coin: attributed to 
Alexandria). 
Very rare. Light scratches in obverse and reverse field. 
Very fine plus. 


The attribution of this coin and the next to the Jerusalem mint is 
not certain, but seems likely on the basis of the available evi- 
dence. It would appear that the Holy City operated briefly as a 
mint under Phocas and at the very beginning of Heraclius’ reign, 
and was active again in 613-14 in connection with the Persian 
invasion of Byzantium’s eastern provinces. Jerusalem fell to the 
Sassanids in 614 and the conquerors carried off the Holy Cross, 
an event which had a profound effect on the minds of Christians 
everywhere and sowed the seeds of the crusading spirit. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Jerusalem, A.D. 613-14. bb NN hERACLIUS ET 
hRA CONST, type as last, but with exergual line beneath the 
imperial busts/VICTORIA AVGu I, type as last. MIB 77 (attri- 
buted to Cyprus?). DOC 187a (attributed to Alexandria). Sear 
851. Lacam pl. LXII-A, 3 (this coin: attributed to Alexandria). 
Rare. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.47 gm). Carthage, 6th 
indiction (first sequence) = A.D. 617/18. D HERACLIO ET ERA 
CONS PP A, facing crowned busts of Heraclius, bearded, and 
Heraclius Constantine, much shorter, on right, cross between 
their heads/VICTORIA AVGG §, cross potent on two steps, CONOB 
in exergue. MIB 84a. DOC 208. Sear 867. Lacam pl. LXIII, la 
(this coin) Very fine plus. 


During the long reign of Heraclius the Carthaginian solidi finally 
assumed the familiar small, thick fabric which was so clearly to 
differentiate this mint's products throughout the remainder of the 
7th century 
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Heraclius, Heraclius Constantine and Heraclonas 


781. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.44 gm). Carthage, 15th 
indiction (first sequence) = A.D. 626/7. D HERACIO CONT PP IA, 
type as last/VICTORI AVGG IE, type as last. MIB 84a. BMC 336, 
Sear 867. Extremely fine. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.39 gm). Carthage, 4th 
indiction (second sequence) = A.D. 630/31. Obverse as last, but 
legend blundered and the bust of Heraclius Constantine larger/ 
VICTORIA AGGV A, type as last. MIB 84b. DOC 222. Sear 867. 
Lacam pl. LXIII, |b (this coin). Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Ravenna, A.D. 613-25. DD NN HERACLIVS ET 
HERA CONST PP AVG, facing crowned busts of Heraclius, 
bearded, and Heraclius Constantine, much shorter, on right, cross 
between their heads; pronounced annular border/VICTORIA AVGG 
H, cross potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue; pronounced 
annular border. MIB 110a. DOC 27Ic. Sear 896. Lacam pl. LXII- 
A, 2 (this coin). Very rare. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.31 gm). Rome(?), A.D. 613/14. DD NN hERACLIVS ET 
hERA CONST PP AVG, type as last/VICTORIA AVGU A, cross 
potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 107b variant 
(Hahn only records specimens with reverse legend ending E = 
regnal year 5). Sear 929. Very rare and interesting. 

Some double-striking. Otherwise extremely fine. 


This curious issue has some Italian characteristics, but is quite 
distinct from the Ravenna series. Hahn's tentative attribution to 
Rome seems plausible. 


A.D. 632-641 


Solidus (4.39 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina, A.D. 632-5. 
Heraclius, with long beard, standing facing between his two 
sons, the figure of Heraclonas, on left, much shorter and 
uncrowned, cross in field above his head/VICTORIA AVGU E, cross 
potent on three steps, Heraclian monogram in right field, CONOB 
in exergue. MIB 39. Tolstoi 391. Sear 758. Very fine. 


Heraclonas, son of Heraclius by his second wife Martina, was 
created Caesar in 632 and was not elevated to the rank of 
Augustus until 637 or 638. For the first six years of his appear- 
ance on the coinage, therefore, he is depicted as uncrowned. 
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Constans II 


788. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina, A.D. 632-5. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGuUT. MIB 39. DOC 
33 variant (this officina not recorded). Sear 758. 

An unusually bold striking. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina, 11th indiction = 
A.D. 637/8. Obverse as last, but the figure of Heraclonas is 
larger and crowned/VICTORIA AVGU A, cross potent on three 
steps, Heraclian monogram in field to left, [A monogram to 
right, CONOB in exergue. MIB 45. BMC S50. Sear 764. Very fine. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina, 12th indiction = 
A.D. 638/9. All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu E, and 
with IB monogram in field to right. MIB 48. BMC 65. Sear 767. 
Lacam pl. LV-A, 3 (this coin). 

Graffiti "XAV" in reverse field. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina, A.D. 639-41. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGUS, and without 
indictional monogram in field to right. MIB 50. BMC 71. Sear 
769. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.35 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina, A.D. 639-41. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGUT. MIB 50. DOC 
43b. Sear 769. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.31 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina, A.D. 639-41. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu H. MIB 50. DOC 
43g. Sear 769. Very fine. 


A.D. 641-668 

Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 641-2. dN 
CONSTANTINUS PP AV, crowned and draped bust facing, with 
small beardless head, holding globus cruciger/ VICTORIA AVGu E, 
cross potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 3a. BNC 
(Heraclonas) 1. Sear 936. Lacam pl. LV-B, | (this coin: attri- 
buted to Heraclonas). Rare. Extremely fine. 


In the Dumbarton Oaks catalogue, and some later publications, 


solidi of this type are attributed to the brief sole reign of 


Heraclonas (April-October 641). Other than the diminutive 
portrait, which is quite in keeping with an eleven-year-old 


789. 


790. 


791. 


792. 


emperor, there is nothing to distinguish these coins from the 
subsequent issues which are unquestionably of Constans Il. On 
the basis of the latest research into the subject there seems no 
reason to doubt the traditional attribution of this variety to the 
early part of the reign of Constans II. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, A.D. 641-2. 

All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu I. MIB 3a. DOC 

(Heraclonas) | variant (this officina not recorded). Sear 936. 
Rare. Extremely fine/About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.37 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina, A.D. 641-2. 

All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGuU H, and with 

CONOBK in exergue. MIB 4a. DOC (Heraclonas) 2 variant (this 
officina not recorded). Sear 937. 

Rare. Light scratches in lower reverse field. 

Otherwise extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.29 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, A.D. 642-6, 
Obverse as last, but the emperor's head is larger, though still 
beardless/VICTORIA AVGU A, cross potent on three steps, CONO 
BS in exergue. MIB 7a. DOC 3.2 (same dies). Sear 940. 
Scratches in reverse field. Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina, A.D. 642-6. All 
as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu A, MIB 7a. DOC 3 
variant (this officina not recorded). Sear 940. — Brilliant. Superb. 


Solidus (4.35 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, A.D. 642-6. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu ©, and with 
CONOBC in exergue. MIB 6. Cf. DOC 2 (this officina not noted). 
Sear 939. Lacam pl. LV-B, 3 (this coin). Extremely fine. 
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Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, A.D. 642-6. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu S, and with CONOB 
in exergue. MIB 3b. DOC If. Sear 938. Extremely fine plus. 
Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, Sth indiction = 
\.D, 646/7. Obverse as last, but with slight beard indicated by a 
row of dots around the face/VICTORIA AVGU A, cross potent on 
three steps, E in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 9. BMC 12. 
Sear 942. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.32 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina, Sth indiction = 
A.D. 646/7. All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu B. 
MIB 9. DOC Sa. Sear 942. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.48 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, 6th indiction = 
A.D. 647/8. All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGuS, and 
with S in right field. MIB 11. DOC 7 variant (this officina not 
recorded). Sear 944. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina, 6th indiction = 
A.D. 647/8. All as last, but with short beard of normal form on 
obverse, and the reverse legend ends AVGu B. MIB 14. BNC 19. 
Sear 947. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.33 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina, A.D. 650-651. 
Obverse as last/VICTORIA AVGU B, cross potent on three steps, 
CONOBI in exergue. MIB 22. Cf. DOC 18 (this officina not 
recorded). Sear 955. Rare. Very fine plus. 


800. 


801. 


802. 


803. 


804. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina, A.D. 650-51, 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu Z, and with CONOB 
in exergue. MIB 20. Tolstoi 34. Sear 953. Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, A.D. 651-4. 
Obverse as last, but with long beard and moustache/VICTORIA 
AVGU I, cross potent on three steps, CONOB+ in exergue. MIB 
24. Cf. DOC 21 (this officina not recorded). Sear 958, 

About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.39 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, A.D. 651-4. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu S, and with CONOB 
in exergue. MIB 23. DOC 19f. Sear 956. About extremely fine. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.43 gm). Carthage, 2nd 
indiction = A.D. 643/4. D N CONSTATIN P, crowned and draped 
bust facing, beardless, holding globus cruciger/VICTORIA Gu B, 
cross potent on two steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 56. DOC 
107.2. Sear 1029. Lacam pl. LXIII, 2a (this coin). 

Extremely fine. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.46 gm). Carthage, 2nd 
indiction = A.D. 643/4. All as last, but with obverse legend dN 
CONSTANTIN, reverse legend VICTORI AVGu A B, and the cross 
potent stands on three steps. MIB 56. DOC 107.2 variant 
(legends vary). Sear 1029. Very fine plus. 
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Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.41 gm). Carthage, 9th 
indicuon = A.D. 650/1. D N CONTANTN P, type as last, but with 
short beard/VICTORIA ©, cross potent on three steps, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 62. BMC 270. Sear 1035. Very fine plus. 
Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.46 gm). Carthage, 11th 
indiction = A.D. 652/3. d NCONSTNATIN, type as last, but with 
long beard and moustache/VICTORIA IA, cross potent on three 
steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 64. DOC 115. Sear 1037. Lacam 
pl. LXUI, 2b (this coin). Very fine. 
Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.38 gm). Carthage, 11th 


indiction = A.D. 652/3. All as last, but with obverse legend dN 
CONCTANTI. MIB 64. DOC 115 variant (obverse legend varies). 
Sear 1037. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Rome, A.D. 641-2. d N CONSTANTINUS PP 

AVG, crowned and draped bust facing, with small beardless head, 

holding large globus cruciger/VSCTORIA AVGUT, cross potent on 

three steps, K in Gght field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 112 (same 

dies as pl. 25, 1121). DOC (Heraclonas) 10a.1. Sear 1117. Lacam 
pl. LV-B, 2 (this coin: attributed to Heraclonas). 

Very rare. Flan flaw across lower obverse field, 

and corresponding area of flatness on reverse. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Light weight solidus, of 23 siliquae (4.24 gm). Constantinople, 
2nd officina, A.D. 651-4. d N CONSTANTINUS PP AV, crowned 
and draped bust facing, with long beard and moustache, holding 
globus cruciger/ VICTORIA AVGuU B, cross potent on three steps, 
large eight-pointed star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 
46. Ratto 1513. Sear 977. Lacam pl. CX-B, 2 (this coin). 

Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Light weight solidus, of 23 siliquae (4.23 gm). Constantinople, 
5th officina, A.D. 651-4. All as last, but the reverse legend ends 
AVGu E, and with CONOB+ in exergue. MIB 47. Cf. DOC 23 
(this officina not recorded). Sear 978. Very rare. Very fine. 
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815. 


Semissis (2.15 gm). Constantinople. d N CONSTANTINUS PP AV, 

diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless/VICTORIA 
AVGUS, cross potent on globus. MIB 50. DOC 44. Sear 983. 

Light scratches in obverse and reverse field. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Semissis (2.17 gm). Constantinople. All as last. MIB 50. DOC 
44. Sear 983. Extremely fine. 


3. Tremissis (1.47 gm). Constantinople. d NCONSTANTINUS PP AV, 


diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless /VICTORIA 
AVGUS, cross potent, CONOB beneath. MIB 51. DOC 45. Sear 
984. About extremely fine. 


Tremissis (1.37 gm). Syracuse, A.D. 654-62. d NCONSTANTINUS 
PP A/, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless/ 
VICTORIA AVGU IC, cross potent, [ and two pellets in right 
field, CONOB beneath. MIB 110. DOC 174d variant (reverse 
legend ends AVGUC:). Sear 1101. Rare. About extremely fine. 


Several important mints had been permanently closed down or 
lost to the Empire during the long reign of Heraclius--Thessa- 
lonica, Nicomedia, Cyzicus and Antioch--and to these was added 
Alexandria early in the reign of Constans Ii. This explains the 
establishment of a major new minting center at Syracuse, which 
was to play a prominent role in the production of imperial 
coinage down to the time of the Arab conquest of Sicily in the 
latter part of the 9th century. 


Tremissis (1.54 gm). Ravenna. DN CONSTANTINVS PP, diademed, 
draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless; pronounced annular 
border/VICTORIA AVGVSTORVN, cross potent, CONOB beneath; 
Seenontey annular border. MIB 134a (same obverse die as pl. 
26, 134a!). BMC 398. Sear 1134. Lacam pl. LXIV, 2 (this coin: 
attributed to Heraclonas). 

Very rare and interesting. Extremely fine. 
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Constans Il and Constantine IV 


SIS. 


819. 


820. 


821. 


822. 


Tremissis (1.45 gm). Uncertain Western mint. d CONSTANT AIC, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless; of crude 
style/VICTORIA AVGU: , cross potent, CONOB beneath. MIB 135b 
(Ravenna?). DOC 202 variant (reverse legend ends AVGUTI ; 
attributed to Ravenna). Sear 1144. 

Very rare. About extremely fine. 


This curtous piece has certain features in common with the 
products of the Syracusan mint, though stylistically it is inferior. 
It may belong to the next reign, that of Constantine IV. 


Silver hexagram (6.54 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 642-6. dN 
CONSTANTINUS PP AV, crowned and draped bust facing, beard- 
less, holding globus cruciger/dEUS AdIUTA ROMAINS (sic), cross 
potent on globus above three steps. MIB 142. DOC 48 variant 
(ROMANIS). Sear 989. Extremely fine. 


A.D. 654-659 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina. d NCONSTANTI 
NuS C CONSTAN, facing crowned busts of Constans, on left, 
with long beard, and his son, shorter and beardless, cross be- 
tween their heads/VICTORIA AVGu ©, cross potent on three steps, 
CONOB in exergue. MIB 26. DOC 25i. Sear 959. Lacam pl. LV-B, 
4 (this coin). 

Superficial scratches in reverse field. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGUT. MIB 26. DOC 25c. Sear 959. 
Superb. 


Solidus (4.49 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGU E. MIB 26. BMC 45. Sear 959. 
Superb. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGu S, and with CONOBI in exergue. 
MIB 28. DOC 26e. Sear 960. Extremely fine. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.32 gm). Carthage, undated. 
d N CONTA, facing crowned busts of Constans, on left, with long 
beard, and his son, shorter and beardless, cross between their 
heads/VICTORIA AGU, cross potent on three steps, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB 66. DOC 118 variant (with indictional date at end 
of reverse legend). Sear 1039. Lacam pl. LXIII, 3 (this coin). 
Rare. Extremely fine. 


823. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.36 gm). Carthage, undated. 
All as last, but with badly blundered legends, and on obverse 
Constans holds globus cruciger in right hand, no cross between 
the emperors’ heads. MIB 66. DOC 121 variant (legends less 
blundered and with indictional date at end of reverse legend). 
Sear 1039, Rare. About extremely fine. 


Constans If and Constantine IV with Heraclius and Tiberius 


824. 


826. 


827. 


A.D. 659-668 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, A.D. 662-7. dN 
CONSINu C CON, facing busts of Constans, on left, with long 
beard and wearing plumed helmet, and Constantine IV, beardless 
and crowned, cross between their heads/ VICTORIA AVGU A, cross 
potent on three steps between standing figures of Heraclius and 
Tiberius, each holding globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue. MIB 
31. DOC 30d. Sear 964. Lacam pl LV-C, | (this coin). 

A magnificent specimen. Superb. 


Following the example set by his grandfather, Heraclius, 
Constans Il made his sons co-emperors and allowed them a share 
of the imperial coinage. 


Solidus (4.36 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, A.D. 662-7. 
All as last, but the obverse legend is only fragmentary. MIB 31. 
DOC 30d. Sear 964. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina, A.D. 662-7. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu I. MIB 31. DOC 
301. Sear 964. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, A.D. 662-7. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGUS +. MIB 32. DOC 
32d. Sear 966. Small edge knock at 7 o'clock on obverse. 
End of reverse legend weakly struck and barely legible. 
Otherwise extremely fine. 





S28 


829. 


830. 


831 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina, A.D. 667-8. 
WCTORIA AVGUE, facing bust of Constans, with long beard and 
moustache, wearing plumed helmet and holding globus cruciger/ 
The emperor's three sons standing facing, the figure of Constan- 
tine IV taller and flanked by his brothers, CONOB beneath. MIB 
41. DOC 42d. Sear 974. Lacam pl. LV-C, 3 (this coin). 
A splendid example of this rare and attractive type. 
Extremely fine plus. 


This, the last solidus issue of the long reign of Constans Il, has 
several remarkable features, not the least of which is the trans- 
ference of the reverse legend to the obverse, where it takes the 
place of the imperial names and titles. The reverse type of three 
standing emperors is modelled on the coinage of Heraclius, 
where it occupied the obverse of the coin. It is curious that the 
senior co-emperor and designated successor, Constantine 1V, is 
here relegated to the reverse after having shared the obverse of 
the solidus with his father ever since his elevation in 654. At the 
time of this issue Constans was living in Syracuse, and 
production of the type was cut short by his assassination. 


Solidus (4.37 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina, A.D. 667-8. 
All as last, but with obverse legend VICTORIA AVGu B, and 
Constans’ helmet is ornamented with cross. MIB 39 variant (this 
officina not recorded). DOC 40 variant. Sear 972. 

Rare. A little double-struck. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Syracuse, A.D. 659-62. d N CONSTANUS 
CONSTANU, facing crowned busts of Constans, on left, with long 
beard and holding globus cruciger, and Constantine IV, shorter 
and beardless, cross between their heads/VICTORIA AVGU, cross 
potent on globus above four steps. flanked by standing figures of 
Heraclius and Tiberius, each holding globus cruciger, P and pellet 
in lower right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 94. DOC 16lc 
variant ([ with two pellets on reverse). Sear 1083. 

Very rare. Extremely fine. 


In the final years of his reign Constans Il transferred his 
residence from Constantinople to Syracuse, thus enhancing the 
importance of the Sicilian capital as an imperial mint. Even- 
tually, in 668, his increasingly despotic behavior aroused such 
resentment that he fell victim to a court conspiracy and was 
murdered in his bath. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.26 gm). Carthage, A.D. 662- 
8. Legend fragmentary, facing crowned busts of Constans, on 
left, with long beard and holding globus cruciger, and Cons- 
tantine IV, shorter and beardless/No legend, cross on base and 


two steps between facing crowned busts of Heraclius and 


832. 


Tiberius, each holding globus cruciger. MIB 73a. DOC 126. Sear 
1044. Lacam pl. LXUI, 4 (this coin). About extremely fine. 


The complexity of the reverse design and the lack of space on 
the tiny flan have necessitated the omission of the traditional 
indictional date on this type. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.21 gm). Carthage, A.D. 662- 
8. All as last. MIB 73a. DOC 126. Sear 1044. Very fine plus. 


Constantine IV A.D. 668-685 


$33; 


834. 


836. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina, A.D. 669-74. 
d NCONSTANUS PP A, helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter 
face to right, beardless, holding spear over right shoulder/ 
VICTORIA AVGU E, cross potent on three steps between standing 
figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, each holding globus cruciger, 
CONOB in exergue. MIB 4c. DOC 6e. Sear 1153. 

About extremely fine. 


For the first thirteen years of Constantine's reign his younger 
brothers, Heraclius and Tiberius, continued to hold the rank of 
co-emperors, which they had been granted by their father in 659. 
However, in 681 they were deposed and their effigies disappear 
from the imperial coinage for the final few years of Constantine's 
reign. The three-quarter face military bust, with spear over 
shoulder, represented a temporary return to the standard 
obverse type of the late 4th-early 6th century. It had last been 
used by Justinian one hundred and thirty years before. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina, A.D. 674-81. 
d N CANUS P, cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, bearded, 
wearing helmet with frontal plume, and holding spear over right 
shoulder and shield/VICTOA AVG U Z, cross potent on three steps 
between standing figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, each holding 
globus cruciger, CONOB in exergue. MIB 7a. BNC 6. Sear 1154. 
Extremely fine. 


The degree of blundering exhibited by the inscriptions on the 
coins of this period is evidence of the extent to which knowledge 
of Latin had declined in late 7th century Byzantium. The time 
was now ripe for Greek, the language of most of the Empire's 
inhabitants, to gradually replace Latin in the coin inscriptions, a 
process which was to begin in earnest early in the following 
century. 


Solidus (4.34 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, A.D. 674-81. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu 0. MIB 7a. DOC 8 
variant (this officina not recorded). Sear 1154. Extremely fine 


Solidus (4.37 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina, A.D. 674-81. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGU H+. MIB 8a. 
Tolstoi 19 variant (officina B). Sear 1155. About extremely fine 





837 


839. 


840. 


841. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina, A.D. 674-81. 
Obverse as last, but with legend d N CONTNUS P, and the em- 
perors helmet has crest as well as plume/Reverse as last, but the 
legend ends AVGU B+. MIB 8a. Not in DOC. Sear 1156A. Lacam 
pl. LV-C, 2 (this coin). Rare. Extremely fine plus. 


Hahn (in MIB) does not differentiate between the two helmet 
varieties on obverse, one of which shows a frontal plume only, 
the other a crest as well. Grierson (in DOC) does make the 
distinction, but has recorded no specimens of the second variety 
with a cross following the officina letter. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, A.D. 681-5. P 
CONSTANUS PP A, bust of fine style three-quarter face to right, 
bearded, wearing plumed helmet and cuirass, and holding spear 
over right shoulder and shield/VICTORA AVGU ®, cross potent on 
three steps, CONOB in exergue, A in lower right field. MIB 11. 
DOC 15d. Sear 1158. 

A magnificent example of this rare and attractive type. Superb. 


Following the deposition of the co-emperors Heraclius and 
Tiberius in 681] there was a dramatic improvement in the style of 
the engraving for the imperial portrait on the obverse of the 
Constantinopolitan solidi. This was reflected to a lesser extent at 
the Western provincial mints. The inscriptions, however, con- 
tinued to be badly blundered. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, A.D. 681-5. 

All as last, but without the A in lower reverse field. MIB 10. 
DOC 14c. Sear 1157. 

Another splendid specimen. Slight gash in obverse 

field to left. Otherwise extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina, A.D. 681-5. All 
as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu A. MIB 10. DOC 12a. 
Sear 1157. Lacam pl. LV-B, 5 (this coin). 

Rather weakly struck. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Syracuse, A.D. 674-81. d N COSTTNT GG u PP, 
helmeted and cuirassed bust three-quarter face to right, bearded, 
holding spear over right shoulder and shield/VICTORIA AVGu, 
cross potent on three steps between standing figures of Heraclius 
and Tiberius, each holding globus cruciger, CONOB and triangle 
of pellets in exergue, I between two pellets in lower right field. 
MIB 33. DOC 57b. Sear 1203. Very rare. About extremely fine. 


842. 


843. 


844. 


846. 


847. 


848. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.29 gm). Carthage, A.D. 668- 

74, DON COSI, bust facing, beardless, wearing crown and chlam- 

ys, and holding globus cruciger/No legend, long cross on three 

steps between facing crowned busts of Heraclius and Tiberius, 
each holding globus cruciger. MIB 17. Tolstoi 51. Sear 1186. 

Very rare. Several edge cuts and 

slight abrasion in reverse field. Otherwise very fine plus. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.27 gm). Carthage, 7th 
indiction = A.D. 678/9. DONS VCC, helmeted and cuirassed bust 
three-quarter face to right, bearded, holding spear over right 
shoulder and shield/Cross potent on three steps between standing 
figures of Heraclius and Tiberius, each holding globus cruciger, 
NOB beneath steps, Z (retrograde) in right field. MIB 22. DOC 
44a.2. Sear 1189. Fine. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.40 gm). Carthage, 9th 
indiction = A.D. 680/1. All as last, but on reverse, cross in field 
to left, © to right, and ONB beneath steps. MIB 23. DOC 46b. 
Sear 1189. Lacam pl. LXIII, 5 (this coin). Very fine. 


Solidus, of small globular fabric (4.35 gm). Carthage, A.D. 681- 
5. CONSTANVS PP, type as last/VICTOR....GU A(?), cross potent 
on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 29 variant (reverse 
legend ends AVGuS)= Tolstoi 104 = Sear 1192.Lacam pl. LXIII, 
6 (this coin). Very rare. Extremely fine. 


It is difficult to interpret the meaning of the terminal letter in the 
reverse legend. The indiction dates for Constantine's sole reign 
run from 9 (A.D. 681) to 13 (A.D. 684/5), so neither the A 
(possibly A) of this coin or the § of the Tolstoi piece seem to 
have any chronological significance. 


Semissis (2.18 gm). Constantinople. d NCONTNUS PP, diademed, 
draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless/VICTORIA AVGUS, cross 
potent on globus. MIB 1S5c. DOC 16. Sear 1161. 

Light scratches in obverse field. Very fine plus. 


Semissis (2.19 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but with 
obverse legend d N CONSTATINUI, and reverse legend VICTORIA 
AVUGS (sic). MIB 15c. DOC 16. Sear 1161. Extremely fine plus. 


Tremissis (1.51 gm). Uncertain Italian mint. d N CONSTANTINO 
PP IG, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right, beardless/ 
VICTORI AVGUSTO, cross potent, © in right field, CONOB be- 
neath. MIB 59 (attributed to Ravenna). DOC 73. Sear 1224. 

Rare and interesting. About extremely fine 
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Justinian II 


S49 


first reign, A.D. 685-695 

Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, 6th officina, A.D. 687-92. D 
IUSTINIANUS PE AV, crowned bust facing, with short beard, 
wearing chlamys and holding globus cruciger/VICTORIA AVGu S, 
cross potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 6. DOC Se. 
Sear 1246. A magnificent specimen. Superb. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 522. The improvement in the quality 
of the die-engraving, noticeable in the last four years of Cons- 
tantine IV, was maintained and even taken a stage further under 
his son Justinian Il. The Latin inscriptions, which had been 
blundered even on Constantine's improved coinage, were now 
corrected and neatly engraved, and the dies for the gold solidi 
over the following thirty-five years frequently have a gem-like 
quality. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, A.D. 687-92. 
All as last, but the reverse legend ends AVGu A. MIB 6. DOC 
5c. Sear 1246. About extremely fine. 


Justinian was only sixteen at the time of his accession, and it is 
interesting to note that the title Dominus ( = Lord), abbreviated 
to "D" at the beginning of the obverse legend, first appears on his 
coinage only with this bearded portrait issue, when he had 
attained maturity at the age of eighteen. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina, A.D. 692-5. IhS 
CRISTOS REX REGNARTIUM (sic), bust of Christ facing, cross 
behind head, right hand raised in benediction, holding book of 
Gospels in left/D. IUSTINIANUS SERU ChRISTI, Justinian standing 
facing, holding cross potent set on two steps and akakia, CONOP 
beneath, Tin lower right field. MIB 8a variant (CONOP). DOC 
7e variant. Sear 1248. Lacam pl. LVI, 2-3 and pl. LXXIX and pl. 
LXXXV-B (this coin). 

An outstanding specimen of this highly important type. Superb. 


The coinage of this reign marked a turning point in Byzantine 
numismatics, for it saw both the end of old traditions and the 
inauguration of new ideas which were destined to become tradi- 
tional in the centuries that followed. A remarkable innovation in 
numismatic iconography took place in the year 692, following the 
Quinisextum council, when Justinian relegated his own effigy to 


the reverse of the coinage to make way for a bearded bust of 


Jesus Christ, the limbs of the cross visible behind his head. In 
the accompanying inscription Christ is described as "King of 


Kings,” whilst the emperor is designated merely as the "Servant 


852. 


854. 


855. 


856. 


of Christ." The majestic portrait of the Savior is very much in 
the classical tradition, drawing its inspiration ultimately from the 
work of the Greek master-sculptor Phidias and his portrayal of 
Zeus. Although this effigy was to become the standard obverse 
type for much of the later Byzantine coinage, it was to be 
another century and a half before Justinian’s bold experiment 
was repeated. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, 3rd officina, A.D. 692-5. 
All as last, but with REGNANTIUM on obverse, and CONOP on 
reverse. MIB 8a. DOC 7c. Sear 1248. Lacam pl. LVI, | (obverse 
only: this coin). Reverse off-center, and with area of flatness 

affecting emperor's head. Otherwise extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople, 8th officina, A.D. 692-5. 
All as last, but with H in lower right field on reverse. MIB 8a. 
DOC 7f. Sear 1248. Reverse off-center. About extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.20 gm). Syracuse, after A.D. 687. dIUSTINIANUS P, 
crowned bust facing, with short beard, wearing chlamys of dis- 
tinctive "blanket-like" form and holding globus cruciger/ 
VICTORIA AVGuU ©, cross potent on three steps, CONOB in exer- 
gue. MIB 23. DOC 41a. Sear 1281. 


Very rare. About extremely fine. 


The Sicilian mint retained the traditional solidus type throughout 
the reign, with no corresponding change to the revolutionary 
metropolitan design in 692. 


Light weight solidus, of 23 siliquae (4.08 gm). Constantinople, 
10th officina, A.D. 686-7. 'USTINIANUS PE AV, crowned bust 
facing, with short beard, wearing chlamys and holding globus 
cruciger/VICTORIA AVGu I, cross potent on three steps, large 
star in right field, CONOB in exergue. MIB 10 variant (this 
officina not recorded). BMC 5 variant (officina E). Sear 1250. 
Extremely rare. Very fine plus. 


This is one of the last of the long series of light weight solidi, 
inaugurated by Justinian I, though Hahn has identified a piece of 
Tiberius II] (MIB 6) as being the latest thus far recorded. 


Tremissis (1.47 gm). Uncertain Italian mint. d N lUSTINIANO PP, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust right/VICTORIA AVGUST, cross 
potent, © in right field, CONOB beneath. MIB 36 (attributed to 
Ravenna). BMC 54 (Rome). Sear 1321. 

Very rare. Extremely fine plus 
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Leontius 


857. 


Tiberius III 
860. 


61 


862 


A.D. 695-698 

Solidus (4.35 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina. D LEON PE AV, 
crowned bust facing, bearded, wearing loros and holding akakia 
and globus cruciger/VICTORIA AVGU A, cross potent on three 
steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 1. DOC la. Sear 1330. Lacam pl. 
LXV, | (obverse only: this coin). Extremely fine. 


Leontius abandoned the revolutionary solidus type introduced by 
his predecessor three years before and reverted to the 
traditional Calvary cross reverse. His bearded portrait is highly 
individualistic, like that of Phocas almost a century before, and 
may be regarded as a true likeness. The emperor's name is ab- 
breviated to "Leon" on the coins, and it is possible that he 
changed his name to Leo on his accession. This has caused con- 
siderable confusion, and the coins were only recognized as 
belonging to this reign as recently as 1938 (by L. Laffranchi). 


Prior to this they had always been attributed to the sole rule of 


Leo III (717-20). 


Solidus (4.31 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGu B. MIB I. DOC 1b. Sear 1330. 
Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.18 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGu Z. MIB 1. DOC 1g.2. Sear 1330. 
Extremely fine. 


A.D. 698-705 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina. D TIbERIUS PE 
AY, his crowned and cuirassed bust facing, holding spear before 
him (diagonally, across his body), and shield/ VICTORIA AVGu Z, 
cross potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 1. DOC If. 
Sear 1360. Lacam pl. LXV, 2 (obverse only: this coin). 

Extremely fine. 
Tiberius selected a highly unconventional obverse type for his 
regular coinage- a military bust, but wearing a crown instead of 
a helmet, and holding a spear before him instead of over the right 
shoulder. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGu ©. MIB |. BMC 6. Sear 1360. 
Some double-striking. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Ex NFA II (1976), lot 531. 
Solidus (4.34 gm). Constantinople, 10th officina. All as last, 


but the reverse legend ends AVGUI. MIB 1. Tolstoi 7. Sear 1360. 
About extremely fine. 


863. 


864. 


Justinian II 
866. 


Semissis (2.15 gm). Constantinople. D TIbERIUS PE AV, his 
crowned and cuirassed bust facing, holding spear before him 
(diagonally, across his body), and shield/VICTORIA AGUS (sic), 
cross potent on globus. MIB 7 variant (AVGUS on reverse). DOC 
3 variant. Sear 1362. 

Very rare. Slight damage in reverse field. Very fine plus. 


Under Justinian Il and his successors the traditional profile 
images on the obverses of the fractional gold denominations were 
abandoned at the metropolitan mint in favor of facing portraits 
similar to those on the solidi. 


Tremissis (1.33 gm). Sardinia. D TIbBERIUS PE AV, his crowned 
and cuirassed bust facing, holding spear before him (diagonally, 
across his body), and shield/VICTORIA AVGu (followed by M 
placed vertically), cross potent, S in right field, CONOB beneath. 
MIB 17. BNC 1-2. Sear 1375. 


Very rare and interesting. About extremely fine. 


The once important imperial mint of Carthage was lost to the 
Arabs in the closing years of the 7th century, and was replaced 
in the western Mediterranean area by the island mint of 
Sardinia, 


Tremissis (1.49 gm). Rome. D TIbERIUS PE AV, his crowned and 
cuirassed bust facing, holding spear before him (diagonally, 
across his body), and shield/VICTORIA AVGu (followed by M 
placed vertically), cross potent, CONOB beneath. MIB 63a. BMC 
21. Sear 1402. Very rare. About extremely fine. 


second reign, A.D. 705-711 


Solidus (4.35 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 705. d N IhS ChS REX 
REGNANTIUM, bust of Christ facing, with close beard and curly 
hair, cross behind head, right hand raised in benediction, holding 
book of Gospels in left/d N IUSTINIANUS MULTUS AN, bust of 
Justinian facing, wearing crown and loros, and holding cross 
potent on three steps in right hand, patriarchal cross on globus 
inscribed PAX in left. MIB 1. DOC 1. Sear 1413. Lacam pl. LVI, 
4-5 (this coin). 

Light scratches in reverse field. Otherwise extremely fine plus. 


The coinage of Justinian’s second reign was no less remarkable 
than that of the first. The bust of Christ is quite different from 
that which had been introduced thirteen years before. Instead of 
the heavily bearded and majestic Pantocrator, a youthful effigy 
is depicted with short curly hair and close beard. Probably 
derived from a famous icon, this is the only appearance on the 
Byzantine coinage of this “lifelike” image of Christ. When, a cen- 
tury and a half later, religious imagery was restored by Michael 
II1,it was the Christ Pantocrator of Justinian’s first reign which 
was revived and used as the model for subsequent types 
Curiously, the traditional officina letter and mint mark CONOB 
are omitted on the solidi of this reign, thus setting the precedent 
for their final disappearance later in the 8th century 





S67 


Justinian Il and Tiberius 


S68. 


869. 


870. 


871. 


Philippicus 


872. 


Solidus (4.30 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 705. All as last. MIB 
1. DOC 1. Sear 1413. 
Areas of flatness near edges. Otherwise extremely fine. 


A.D. 705-711 


Solidus (4.36 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 705-8. d N IhS ChS REX 
REGNANTIUM, bust of Christ facing, with close beard and curly 
hair, cross behind head, right hand raised in benediction, holding 
book of Gospels in left/D N IUSTINIANUS ET TIbERIUS PP A, 
facing crowned busts of Justinian, bearded, and Tiberius, much 
smaller, on right, holding between them cross potent on two 
steps. MIB 2a. DOC 2a. Sear 1414. Extremely fine. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 527. Tiberius, the infant son of 


Justinian by the Khazar princess Theodora, was crowned co- 
emperor in the first year of the reign. Justinian obviously hoped 
fo perpetuate the one-hundred-year-old Heraclian dynasty, but 
both emperors perished in a revolution late in 711. 


Solidus (4.50 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 705-8. All as last. 
MIB 2a. DOC 2a. Sear 1414. 
Small area of flatness on each side. Otherwise superb. 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 708-711. All as last, 
but Tiberius is larger, almost the same size as his father. MIB 
2b. DOC 2b. Sear 1415. A magnificent specimen. Superb. 


Solidus (4.15 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 708-711. All as last. 
MIB 2b. DOC 2b. Sear 1415. Extremely fine. 


A.D. 711-713 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina. D N FILEPICUS 
MULTUS AN, crowned bust facing wearing loros and holding 
globus cruciger and eagle-tipped sceptre surmounted by cross/ 
VICTORIA AVGU Z, cross potent on three steps, CONOB in 
exergue. MIB I. DOC Ig. Sear 1447. Lacam pl. LXV, 3 (obverse 
only: this coin). Full flan. Superb. 


The representation of Christ on the gold coinage, after its first 
experimental appearance under Justinian Il, was now abandoned. 
Its association with the hated regime of the last of the Heraclians 
prevented its reappearance under his immediate successors, and 
with the onset of the iconoclastic controversy under Leo II (717- 
4/) all religious imagery was suspended for generations to come. 
Philippicus restored the traditional Calvary cross reverse for the 
solidus, but even this type was to be discontinued within a 
dec ade 


873: 


Anastasius II 
874. 


Theodosius III 
876. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 2nd officina. All as last, but 

the reverse legend ends AVGu BI. MIB 3 variant (this officina 

not recorded). BMC 6 variant (officina ©). Sear 1449. Lacam pl. 

LXV, 4 (obverse only: this coin). Very rare variant (only 6 other 
specimens recorded by Hahn). 

Slight surface flaw on emperor's neck. 

Otherwise extremely fine plus. 


A.D. 713-715 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina. DN ARTEMIUS 
ANASTASIUS MUL, crowned bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding globus cruciger and akakia/VICTORIA AVGu ©, cross 
potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 2. DOC 2h. Sear 
1463. Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 2 (1972), lot 483; NFA II (1976), lot 540. Following 
Philippicus’ downfall a civil servant, Artemius, was proclaimed 
emperor. He took the name Anastasius at his coronation in honor 
of his distant predecessor, two centuries before, who had also 
risen from the ranks of the civil service. Interestingly, Anas- 
tasius Il retained his original name on most of his coin inscrip- 
tions, where it precedes his adopted name. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, 7th officina. All as last, but 
the reverse legend ends AVGU ZO. MIB 3. Tolstoi 9. Sear 1464. 
Extremely fine. 


AD. 715-717 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, Sth officina. d N ThEOdOS[uS 
MUL A, crowned bust facing, wearing loros and holding globus 
surmounted by patriarchal cross, and akakia/VICTORIA AVGUE, 
cross potent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 1. DOC Ib. 
Sear 1487. Lacam pl. LXV, 6 (obverse only: this coin). 
Extremely rare and desirable. Superb. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 532. An obscure tax official, 
Theodosius was most reluctant to accept the imperial honors 
thrust upon him by the troops who had rebelled against the rule 
of Anastasius I]. The new emperor's sole asset was his illustrious 
name, but that was not enough to save him being swept away in 
another military uprising just two years later. 








THE ICONOCLASTS: THE SYRIAN AND AMORIAN DYNASTIES 
A.D. 717-867 


Leo III - Michael III 


THE SYRIAN DYNASTY 


LEO II 
(717-741) 
ARTAVASDUS = Anna CONSTANTINE V 
(742-743) (741-775) 
NICEPHORUS Nicetas IRENE = LEO IV Nicephorus Christopher Nicetas Anthimus Eudocia 


(co-emperor 742-743) (797-802)] (775-780) 


Maria = CONSTANTINE VI = Theodote 
(780-797) 


THE AMORIAN DYNASTY 


MICHAEL II Marinus 
(820-829) 
THEOPHILUS = Theodora Bardas Caesar Petronas 
(829-842) 
Maria Thecla Anna Anastasia Pulcheria CONSTANTINE MICHAEL III = Eudocia Decapolita 


(co-emperor c. 830-831) (842-867) 


Leo Il 


877 


Leo 
878. 


879. 


SRO 


8 | 


A.D. 717-741 


Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople, 5th officina, A.D. 717-720. 
dN O LEON PA MULA, crowned bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding globus cruciger and akakia/VICTORIA AVGuU E, cross po- 
tent on three steps, CONOB in exergue. MIB 1. DOC lc. Sear 
1502. Lacam pl. LXVI, | (this coin). 

An outstanding specimen of this rare early issue. Superb. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 533. This brief issue saw the final 
appearance of the traditional Calvary cross design as the regular 
reverse type of the gold solidus. Apart from an isolated revival 
early in the 9th century by Nicephorus I, it was never used as a 
solidus type again, though it was transferred to the new silver 
denomination introduced by Leo III, the miliaresion. 


III and Constantine V A.D. 720-741 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 4th officina, circa A.D. 720. 
d NO LEON PA MUL, crowned bust facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding globus cruciger and akakia/d NCONSTANTINU M A, facing 
bust of Constantine V as a child, wearing crown and chlamys and 
holding globus cruciger and akakia. DOC 3 variant (this officina 
not recorded). Sear 1504, Lacam pl. LX VII, 2 (reverse only: this 
coin). About extremely fine. 


Up to this time a portrait head of a junior co-emperor had 
always been shown beside that of his senior colleague, on the 
same side of the coin. Leo III, already betraying his iconoclastic 
tendencies at this early stage of the reign, removed the tradi- 
tional cross potent from the reverse of all three gold denomi- 
nations and in its place substituted the bust of his son. Commen- 
cing as the portrait of a mere child, the effigy of Constantine V 
matures to that of a young adult during the two decades of the 
Joint reign. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina, circa A.D. 720- 
25. All as last, but with reverse legend d N CONSTANTINUS M A, 
and the bust of Constantine is larger and with longer hair. DOC 
4a. Sear 1504. Lacam pl. LXVII, 1 and 3 (this coin). 

Extremely fine. 


Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, Ist officina, circa A.D. 737- 
41. All as last, but the obverse legend ends MUL E, the reverse 
legend is d N CONSTANTINU A, and the bust of Constantine is 
that of a young adult. Tolstoi 63-4 variant (officinae © and 1). 
Sear 1504. Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, circa A.D. 737- 
41. All as last, but the obverse legend ends MUL S, and the final 
letter of reverse legend is © instead of A. DOC 7d variant 
(reverse legend preceded by NC; same obverse die). Sear 1504. 
Lacam pl. LXVII, 4 (reverse only: this coin). 

Some surface roughness on obverse. Otherwise extremely fine. 


883. 


884. 


886. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, 9th officina, circa A.D. 137- 
41. All as last. DOC 7d variant (reverse legend preceded by NC). 
Sear 1504. Slight double-striking. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Probably because of the repetition of the same design over more 
than two decades the dies of Leo III's solidi develop a stereo- 
typed appearance, quite unlike the fine engraving which charac- 
terizes the dies of the final two decades of the 7th century and 
the first two decades of the 8th. These stereotyped images were 
to become typical of the coinage of the iconoclastic period. 


Solidus (3.83 gm, debased metal). Syracuse? [Legend blundered 
and incomplete], crowned bust of Leo facing, wearing chlamys 
with "branch" pattern and holding globus cruciger and akakia/ 
[Legend blundered and incomplete], crowned bust of youthful 
Constantine V facing, wearing chlamys with "branch" pattern and 
holding globus cruciger and akakia. DOC 43. BMC 20. Sear 
1537B (uncertain Italian mint). Lacam pl. LXXVII, 5 (this 
coin). Very rare. About very fine. 


The policy of iconoclasm adopted by Leo III and his consequent 
unpopularity in the West led to a decline in the quantity and 
quality of the coinage issued at the Italian and Sicilian mints. 
Many of the "gold" coins were struck in debased metal, a further 
indication of the serious erosion of Byzantine authority in Italy. 


Solidus (3.93 gm, debased metal). Rome. D N O LEO PP A MUL, 
crowned bust of Leo facing, wearing chlamys and holding globus 
cruciger and akakia/D N O CONSTANTINU, crowned bust of youth- 
ful Constantine V facing, wearing chlamys and holding globus 
cruciger and akakia, E in left field, star to right. BMC 33. Sear 
1533. Very rare. A little double-struck. Very fine. 


Semissis (2.12 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 725-32. d DN 
LEON PA MUL, crowned bust of Leo facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding globus cruciger and akakia/d N CONSTANTINUS M, 
crowned bust of youthful Constantine V facing, wearing chlamys 
and holding cross potent on globus, and akakia. DOC 11. Sear 
1506. Very rare. About extremely fine. 


This was the last reign in which the two fractional gold denomi- 
nations--the semissis and the tremissis--were struck as a regular 
part of the monetary system at the metropolitan mint. Although 
never issued in the same quantities as the standard solidus deno- 
mination, these coins nevertheless played an important role in 
the imperial coinage for almost four centuries. 


Tremissis (1.46 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 720-25. dN D 
LEON PA MUL, crowned bust of Leo facing, wearing chlamys and 
holding globus cruciger and akakia/d N CONSTANTINUS M, facing 
bust of Constantine V as a child, wearing crown and chlamys and 
holding cross potent on base, and akakia. DOC 16. Sear 1508. 
Rare. Very fine plus 





Artavasdus and Nicephorus 
SS? 


Constantine V 
888. Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, before A.D. 751. 


A.D. 742-743 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople. G APTAUASDOS MULT, 
crowned bust of Artavasdus facing, wearing chlamys and holding 
before him patriarchal cross/G NIChFORUS MULTU A, crowned 
bust of Nicephorus facing, wearing chlamys and holding before 
him patriarchal cross. DOC 2a (same dies). BNC | (same reverse 
die). Sear 1542. 

One of the classic rarities of the entire Byzantine series, and a 
piece of great historical interest. A little double-struck on both 


sides. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Artavasdus was an old comrade-in-arms of Leo III and had been 
strategos of the Armeniakon theme at the time of the overthrow 
of Theodosius Il. In return for the support which he had given 
Leo at that time Artavasdus was granted the hand of the emper- 
or’s daughter Anna in marriage, and he remained a popular and 
powerful figure throughout the reign. Artavasdus was opposed to 
the iconoclast movement and about a year after the accession of 
his young brother-in-law, Constantine V, he rebelled and took 
possession of Constantinople. His son Nicephorus was later given 
the rank of co-emperor, and it looked as though the legitimate 
ruler had lost his inheritance. But the troops in Asia Minor re- 
mained loyal to the iconoclast cause, and Constantine was able 
fo maintain his position and even to inflict a series of defeats on 
the forces of his rivals. Eventually, in September 743, he felt 
strong enough to lay siege to the capital and on November 2nd 
the city surrendered to him. Artavasdus and Nicephorus were 
deposed and blinded, and savage reprisals were taken against all 
their adherents. 


A.D. 741-2, 743-775 


B CONS 
TANTINU NC, crowned bust of Constantine V facing, wearing 
chlamys and holding cross potent and akakia/G LEON PA MUL, 
facing bust of Leo III, the emperor's deceased father, wearing 
crown and chlamys and holding cross potent and akakia. BMC 3. 
Ratto 1743. Sear 1550. Lacam p. 224, fig. 17 (this coin). 

Very fine plus. 


In order to maintain the newly established principles governing 
the appearance of the iconoclast coinage Constantine was faced 
with a dilemma. At least two imperial portraits were required to 
occupy the obverse and reverse of the gold solidus to the 
exclusion of religious images, and Constantine was childless at 
the time of his father's death. The problem was neatly solved by 
the portrait of the deceased emperor Leo III on the 
thus establishing a precedent for much of the later ico- 
noclast coinage. Images of dead ancestors abounded on the soli- 
di, and even the of the following century. Theophilus, 
last of the iconoclasts, even placed a portrait of his deceased 


placing 


reverse, 
bronzes, 


son Constantine on his main solidus issue 


Constantine V and Leo IV A.D. 751-775 


889, 


890. 


891. 


892. 


Leo IV and Constantine VI 
894. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, cirea A.D. 751-7. COnSTAN 
TINOS S LEON ONEOS, facing busts of Constantine V and the 
young Leo IV, on right, each wearing crown and chlamys, cross 
in upper field/G LEON PA Mu @, facing bust of Leo III wearing 
crown and loros and holding cross potent. DOC 2c.4. Sear 1551. 
Very fine plus. 


Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 757-75. All as 
last, but the portrait of Leo IV is more mature, and the reverse 
legend ends PA MUL. DOC 2d. Sear 1551. Lacam pl. LXVIII, | 
(this coin). An outstanding specimen. Extremely fine plus. 


Solidus (3.86 gm). Syracuse, circa A.D. 757-75. [Legend blun- 
dered and fragmentary], facing busts of Constantine V and Leo 
IV as on preceding, each wearing crown and chlamys, cross in 
upper field/[Legend blundered and fragmentary], facing bust of 
Leo II wearing crown and loros and holding cross potent. DOC 
ISc. Sear 1565. Lacam pl. LX VIII, 2 (this coin). 

Rare. Extremely fine. 


During this reign the last vestiges of Byzantine authority in Italy 
gradually disappeared, thus heightening the importance of Syra- 
cuse as the supplier of currency to what was left of the Byzan- 
tine possessions in the West. 


Semissis (1.84 gm). Syracuse. [Legend blundered and fragmen- 
tary], facing bust of Constantine V, bearded, wearing crown and 
chlamys, and holding large globus cruciger and akakia/{Legend 
blundered and fragmentary], facing bust of Leo IV, beardless, 
wearing crown and chlamys, and holding cross potent on large 
globus, and akakia. DOC 16. Sear 1566. Rare. Extremely fine. 


Semissis (1.83 gm). Syracuse. All as last. DOC 16. Sear 1566. 

Rare. Very fine. 
Unlike the metropolitan mint, Syracuse continued the regular 
production of fractional gold denominations. 


A.D. 776-780 


Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 778-80. LEOn VS S 
EGGOn CONSTANTINOS ONEOS, Leo IV and Constantine VI, on 
right, enthroned facing, each wearing crown and chlamys, cross in 
upper field/LEOn PAP CONSTANTINOS PATHR, facing busts of the 
deceased Leo III and Constantine V, on right, each wearing crown 
and loros, cross in upper field. DOC 2. Sear 1584. Lacam pl. 
LXIX-A (this coin). 
An exceptional specimen, struck on a broad flan. 
Some flatness on reverse, otherwise about extremely fine 
The dynastic concept of the iconoclast coinage is here taken a 
Stage further with the representation of four emperors, two living 
and two deceased. Even greater heights of absurdity were to be 
reached in the following reign. 
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Constantine VI and Irene A.D. 780-797 


the Pope even conceived the audacious idea of unifying the two 


895. Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 790-92. COnsTAN Empires through the marriage of the two heads of state, but Irene 
TInOS CA b A, facing crowned busts of Constantine VI and Irene. was deposed soon after the arrival in Constantinople of the 
on right, the emperor wearing chlamys and holding globus western ambassadors. 
cruciger, his mother wearing loros and holding cruciform sceptre, : ; 
cross in upper field/S IRINI AVP AV MITHR, the deceased emper- Nicephorus I and Stauracius A.D. 803-811 
ors Leo III, Constantine V and Leo IV all seated facing, each 898. Solidus (4.45 gm). Constantinople. NICIFOROS bASILE, crowned 
wearing crown and chlamys. DOC 2a. Sear 1591. Lacam pl. bust of Nicephorus facing, wearing chlamys and holding cross 
LXIX-B (this coin). Unusually fine for this very rare type. potent and akakia/STAVRACIS dESPO X, crowned bust of Stau- 

Weakly struck, as usual. Otherwise about extremely fine. racius facing, wearing chlamys and holding globus cruciger and 
Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 538. The ultimate stage in dynastic ohakia DOC 2b, Sear 160%. Rare. About extremely fine. 
representation on the coinage is here reached--two living rulers Ex Leu 2 (1972), lot 487. Although under Irene and Nicephorus | 
in combination with three deceased ancestors. Fortunately, the iconoclasm ceased to be official imperial policy, there was no 
dynasty did not survive to another generation, and the die- immediate return to religious imagery on the coinage. Nice- 
engravers did not have to face the formidable problem of how to phorus, on his first solidus issue, did reintroduce the type of 
accommodate four generations of former emperors on one side of cross potent on steps, but this was soon replaced by the portrait 
the gold solidus. The ambitious, though incompetent, Empress of his son when Stauracius was made co-emperor in December 
Irene deposed and blinded her son in 797, and was herself 803. 
removed in a palace revolution five years later. 
Michael IT A.D. 811-813 
896. Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 792-7. IRINH 899. Semissis (1.52 gm). Syracuse, A.D. 811. MIX[AHL bASIL], 


ATPOVSTI, crowned bust of Irene facing, wearing loros and hold- 
ing globus cruciger and cruciform sceptre/CONSTANTINOS bAS 6, 
crowned bust of Constantine VI facing, beardless, wearing 
chlamys and holding globus cruciger and akakia. DOC 3a. Sear 
1594. Very rare. Very fine plus. 


This type clearly illustrates Irene’s superiority in the final phase 
of the joint reign with her son. Constantine is still depicted 
beardless, his portrait is relegated to the reverse of the coin, and 
the iconoclast tradition is finally abandoned with the removal of 
the effigies of the ancestors. 


crowned bust of Michael facing, wearing chlamys and holding 
globus cruciger and akakia/[MIXAHL dESPOT], crowned bust of 
Michael facing, wearing chlamys and holding cross potent on 
globus, and akakia. DOC S. Sear 1621. 

Very rare. Light scratches in field. Very fine. 


This belongs to the brief period of Michael's sole reign, Octo- 
ber-December 811, prior to the elevation of his son Theophy- 
lactus. 


Michael II A.D. 820-829 


900. Solidus (4.44 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 821. MIXAHL bASILE, 
crowned bust of Michael facing, wearing chlamys and holding 
cross potent and akakia, star in left field/MIXAHL bASILEu X, 


Irene alone A.D. 797-802 
897. Solidus (4.37 gm). Constantinople. EIRINH bASILISSH, crowned 


bust of Irene facing, wearing loros and holding globus cruciger 
and cruciform sceptre/EIRINH bASILISSH ®, facing bust of Irene, 
same as obverse. DOC la. Sear 1599. 

Very rare, and of great historical interest. Very fine plus. 


Ex M & M Vente Publique 52 (1975), lot 857. The sole rule of 
an empress was a phenomenon unparalleled in the annals of 
Roman Imperial and Byzantine history. It did, however, set a 
precedent which was to be followed several times in the 11th 
century, The experiment was not a notable success, and it was 
unfortunate that at this precise moment a new Western Empire 
was arising in Europe. The coronation of Charles the Great 
(Charlemagne) by Pope Leo III, in the church of St. Peter in 
Rome on Christmas day 800, was the culmination of papal policy 
over the previous half century. The new Western Emperor and 


crowned bust of Michael facing, wearing loros and holding 

globus cruciger and cruciform sceptre. DOC 1 variant (reverse 
legend ends bASILEu E). Tolstoi | variant. Sear 1639. 

A type of great rarity, and an unpublished variety. 

Very fine plus. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 664. Only three other specimens of this 
issue have been recorded: one in Dumbarton Oaks, one in the 
Hermitage, and the third in the Goodacre collection. All of these 
have the terminal letter E on the reverse, this being the only 
known specimen with the terminal letter X. The issue was made 
during Michael II's brief sole reign before he elevated his son 
Theophilus to the rank of co-emperor. The concept of placing the 
same imperial portrait on both sides of the coin originated with 
the Empress Irene at the end of the previous century. 





Michael Il and Theophilus 


901 


Theophilus 
902. 


903. 


904, 


A.D, 821-829 

Solidus (4.41 gm). Constantinople. MIXAHL bASILEuS, crowned 
bust of Michael facing, wearing chlamys and holding cross 
potent and akakia, star in left field/OEOFILO dESP + E, crowned 
bust of Theophilus facing, wearing loros and holding globus 
cruciger and cruciform sceptre. DOC Sa. Sear 1640. Lacam pl. L- 
Aa 3. Rare. Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 10 (1974), lot 479. 


A.D. 829-842 


Solidus (4.18 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 829-30. OEOFILOS 
bASILE, crowned bust facing, wearing loros and holding globus 
cruciger and cruciform sceptre, star in left field/CVRIE bOHOH 
TO SO dOVLO *E, patriarchal cross on three steps. DOC 1b. Sear 
1655. Lacam pl. LXXVI-A, 1 (this coin). 

Very rare. Some edge damage. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


The coinage of Theophilus is more complicated than those of his 
immediate predecessors, and there is considerable type variation 
exhibiting a mixture of iconoclast and iconodule symbolism, thus 
reflecting the complexity of the emperor's character. As the last 
of the iconoclasts, it is curious that he used a cross reverse type 
for his first solidus issue, albeit of a novel design. All subsequent 
issues were strictly dynastic in the iconoclast tradition. 


Solidus (4.46 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 831-40. OEOFILOS 
bASILE ©, crowned bust of Theophilus facing, wearing chlamys 
and holding patriarchal cross and akakia, star in left field/ 
+MIXAHL S CONSTANTIN, facing busts of Michael II and 
Constantine, on right (the emperor's deceased father and son), 
each wearing crown and chlamys, cross in upper field. DOC 3d. 
Sear 1653. Slight double-striking on obverse. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 543. This, the main solidus issue of 
the reign, is remarkable in that the emperor's deceased son is 
also represented. Constantine had been co-emperor briefly in 
the early part of the reign, but died prematurely circa A.D. 831. 
He shares the reverse with his grandfather, Michael Il, whose 
depiction was in the normal iconoclast tradition. 


Solidus (4.00 gm). Constantinople, circa 831-40. All as last. 
DOC 3e. Sear 1653. Light graffiti in obverse field. Very fine. 


905. 


906. 


907. 


908. 


909. 


910. 


Solidus, of small thick fabric (3.98 gm). Syracuse, circa A.D. 
831-42. OEOFILOS, crowned bust of Theophilus facing, wearing 
chlamys and holding globus cruciger/OEOFILOS, crowned bust of 
Theophilus facing, wearing loros and holding cross potent. DOC 
24. Sear 1670. Lacam pl. LXXVI-A, 3 (this coin). 

Extremely fine. 


The Sicilian mint maintained a large output during this reign, 
possibly in connection with the Arab attack on the island. In 831 
the Moslems succeeded in gaining a firm footing in Sicily with 
the capture of Palermo, and the debasement of the Syracusan 
coinage towards the end of the reign is evidence of the deterio- 
rating situation at this western outpost of Byzantine civilization. 


Solidus, of small thick fabric (3.80 gm). Syracuse, circa A.D. 
831-42. All as last. DOC 24. Sear 1670. — About extremely fine. 


Solidus (3.89 gm, debased metal). Naples(?), A.D. 829-30. 
OEOFILOS bASILE, crowned bust facing, wearing loros and 
holding globus cruciger ornamented with pellet, and cruciform 
sceptre, star in left field/CVRIE bOH@H TO SO dOVLOE, patri- 
archal cross on three steps. DOC 31c/d. Sear 1684. Lacam pl. 
LXXVI-A, 2 (this coin). 

Very rare and interesting. Very fine plus. 


It is remarkable that at this time of declining Byzantine influence 
in the West a mint on the Italian mainland, possibly at Naples, 
should have been striking solidi in the name of the Eastern 
emperor. However, these coins exhibit a highly distinctive style 
reminiscent of the Italian coinages of earlier reigns. 


Semissis, of small thick fabric (1.72 gm). Syracuse, circa A.D. 
831-42. OEOFILOS, crowned bust of Theophilus facing, with 
"emaciated" face, wearing chlamys and holding globus cruciger/ 
OEOFILOS, crowned bust of Theophilus facing, with "emaciated" 
face, wearing loros and holding globus cruciger. DOC 26b. Sear 
1673. Lacam pl. LXXVI-A, 4 (this coin). 

Toned. Extremely fine plus. 


Semissis, of small thick fabric (1.77 gm). Syracuse, circa A.D. 
831-42. All as last, but the face of Theophilus is of normal 
shape. DOC 26a. Sear 1673. Lacam pl. LXXVI-A, 5 (this coin, 
misdescribed as a tremissis). About extremely fine. 


Silver miliaresion (3.22 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 831-8. 
IhSUS XRISTUS NICA, cross potent on three steps, triple border/ 
+QEOFI/LOS duLOS/XRISTu §S PIS/TOS En AVTO/bASILEU RO/MAI 
On in six lines, triple border. DOC 10. Sear 1661. 

Rare. Broad flan. About extremely fine 





Theophilus and Constantine circa A.D. 830-831 
Y11. Solidus (4.47 gm). Constantinople. @EOFILOS bASILE, crowned 


bust of Theophilus facing, wearing chlamys and holding patri- 
archal cross and akakia, star in left field/CONSTANT dESPOTI A, 
crowned bust of Constantine facing, wearing loros and holding 
patriarchal cross on globus, and cruciform sceptre, cross in left 
field. DOC 2a. Sear 1654. Of great rarity. Very fine plus. 


Constantine, the eldest son of Theophilus and Theodora, was 
made co-emperor early in the reign, probably in 830. An official 
account of Theophilus’ victorious entry into Constantinople in 
S31, following a campaign in Cilicia, makes it clear that Cons- 
fantine was already dead by this time, and had thus expired after 
only a very brief joint reign. In consequence, the gold solidi 
bearing Constantine's effigy as co-emperor are of extreme rarity, 
and probably represent only a small coronation issue. 


Michael II, with Theodora and Thecla A.D. 842-843 
912. Solidus (4.03 gm). Constantinople. @EOdORA dESPVNA, facing 


bust of Theodora, wearing elaborate crown and loros, and 
holding patriarchal cross on globus, and cruciform sceptre, cross 
in left field/MIXAHL S$ @ECLA, facing crowned busts of Michael 
II, wearing chlamys and holding globus cruciger, and Thecla, on 
right, wearing loros and holding long patriarchal cross. DOC 

Id.2. Sear 1686. Lacam pl. LXXVI-B 1-2, 1-4. 
An outstanding specimen of this very rare and important type. 
Extremely fine plus. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 544; and Leu 15 (1976), lot 496. 
Michael III was only two years of age at the time of his father's 
death, and the regency was assumed by his mother Theodora and 
his sister Thecla. The political vulnerability of the new regime is 
emphasized by the rapidity with which this first solidus issue was 
put into circulation. The coins are often carelessly executed and, 
remarkably, are sometimes overstruck on existing solidi, some- 
times from as far back as the reign of Leo V. This probably 
accounts for the low weight of this specimen, though the coin is 
exceptionally well struck and no trace of the undertype is 
visible. 


Michael III and Theodora A.D. 843-856 
913. Solidus (4.42 gm). Constantinople. IhSuS XRISTOS, bust of 


Christ facing, with cross behind head, right hand raised in 
benediction and holding book of Gospels in left, star in right 
field/MIXAHL S OEOdORA, facing crowned busts of Michael III. 
wearing chlamys, and Theodora, on right, wearing loros, crosses 
in field above and to left. DOC 2. Sear 1687. Lacam pl. LXXVI- 
Gc; Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Ex Leu 10 (1974), lot 480. At a synod held in March, 843. 
religious orthodoxy was restored and iconoclasm finally officially 
condemned, This momentous event, bringing to an end a bitter 
conflict which had lasted for 120 years, is still celebrated in the 
Greek Orthodox Church on the first Sunday in Lent as the "Feast 
of the Triumph of Orthodoxy." To help publicize the change re- 
ligicus imagery was immediately restored on the imperial coin- 
age. The majestic head of Christ Pantocrator is a very close 
copy of the image used a century and a half before during 
Justinian II's first reign, though the accompanying inscription is 
shorter--"Jesus Christ" instead of "Jesus Christ, King of Kings." 


Michael III alone A.D. 856-866 
914. Solidus (4.26 gm). Constantinople. IhSuS XRISTOS, bust of 


Christ facing, with cross behind head, right hand raised in 
benediction and holding book of Gospels in left, star in right 
field/MIXAHL bASILE, crowned bust of Michael facing, with 
short beard, wearing loros and holding labarum and akakia, cross 
in left field. DOC 3. Sear 1688. Lacam pl. LXXVI-D. 


Very rare. Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 675. The long regency of Theodora came 
to an end in 856 when her brother, Bardas. organized a coup 
detat by which he assumed the reins of government whilst 
declaring that Michael would henceforth rule alone. This arran- 
gement lasted for ten years until Bardas fell victim to Michael's 
new favorite, Basil the Macedonian, who was made co-emperor 
soon afterwards. 








THE MACEDONIAN DYNASTY, ETC. 
A.D. 867-1057 


Basil I- Michael VI 


Maria = BASIL I = Eudocia Ingerina 


(867-886) | 





ROMANUS I CONSTANTINE (1) Theophano = LEO VI = (4) Zoe Carbonopsina ALEXANDER Stephen 
(920-944) (co-emperor 868-879) (2) Zoe Zautzina (886-912) (912-913) 
(3) Eudocia 
CHRISTOPHER STEPHEN CONSTANTINE Theophylact Helena = CONSTANTINE VII 
(co-emperor 921-931) (co-emperor (co-emperor (913-959) 
924-945) 924-945) 

Maria = Peter of Bulgaria NICEPHORUS II = Theophano = ROMANUS II Theodora = JOHN I 
(963-969) (959-963) (969-976) 





BASIL II CONSTANTINE VIII Anna = Vladimir of Kiev 
(976-1025) (1025-1028) 
Eudocia ZOE = (1) ROMANUS IIT (1028-1034) THEODORA 
(1042) (2) MICHAEL IV (1034-1041) (1042: 1055-1056) 


(3) CONSTANTINE IX (1042-1055) 


Basil | and Constantine 


S15. 


916. 


oa Ue 


Leo VI 


918. 


A.D. 868-879 

Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XPS REX REGNANTI 
UM*, Christ, nimbate, enthroned facing, right hand raised in be- 
nediction, holding book of Gospels in left/bASILIOS ET Cons 
PANT AUGG b, facing crowned busts of Basil, wearing loros, and 
Constantine, on right, wearing chlamys, holding patriarchal cross 
between them. DOC 2b. Sear 1704. Extremely fine. 


Ex M & M, Voirol sale (1968. lot 723. The coinage of this 


reign saw the first representation of an enthroned figure of 


Christ, a type which was to appear frequently on subsequent 
issues. Constantine, the eldest son of Basil I, predeceased his 
father in 879 and the emperor was inconsolable over his loss. It 
seems there was some doubt over the paternity of the next son, 
Leo VI, and it was widely believed that the boy's father was, in 
fact, Michael III. Whatever the truth of the matter Basil's 
attitude to his new heir was always hostile, and the young co- 
emperor was even imprisoned for three years (883-6) on a 
conspiracy charge. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 2b. Sear 
1704. Extremely fine. 


Silver miliaresion (2.79 gm). Constantinople. IhSuS XRISTuS 
NICA, cross potent on three steps, globus beneath, triple border/ 
+bASI/LIOS CE/CONSTAN/TIN PISTV/bASILIS/ROMEO in six lines, 
triple border. DOC 7. Sear 1708. About extremely fine. 


A.D. 886-912 


Solidus (4.26 gm). Constantinople. +MARIA+, facing bust of the 
Virgin orans, wearing pallium and maphorium, MP—OU in 
field/LEOn En X-@ bASILEUS ROM@n, crowned bust of Leo 
facing, with long hair and beard, wearing jewelled chlamys and 
holding patriarchal cross on globus. DOC la (same reverse die). 
Sear 1723. Lacam pl. XCI, | (obverse only: this coin). 
Extremely rare. Of great historical and iconographic interest. 
Diagonal cut on obverse from center to 8 o'clock. 
Otherwise very fine plus. 


One of the most remarkable and enigmatic solidus issues in the 
entire Byzantine series, it is difficult to date it precisely within 
the 26-year reign of Leo VI. The elderly portrait, which exhibits 
remarkable realism, would seem to indicate an issue late in the 
reign, but during his final four years the gold coinage also 
depicted Leo's son and co-emperor Constantine VII. It is possible 
that the type was struck to celebrate the birth of Constantine in 


Leo VI and Constantine VII 


919, 


Alexander 


920. 


905, which would leave the first two decades of the reign without 
any gold coinage at all--a highly unusual circumstance for the 
Byzantine series. For the first time on the imperial coinage a 
bust of the Virgin Mary appears, flanked by the abbreviated 


formula "Mother of God" which was to become standard on all 
future representations of Our Lady. 


A.D. 908-912 


Solidus (4.38 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XPS REX REGNANTIUM. 
Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in benediction, holding 
book of Gospels in left/LEOn ET CONSTANT AUGG ROM, Leo VI 
and shorter figure of Constantine VII, on right, standing facing, 
each crowned, wearing loros and holding globus cruciger, and 
supporting between them long patriarchal cross. DOC 2. Sear 
1725; Lacam pl. Lx, 2; About extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 680. Leo VI broke his own laws in trying 
to obtain a male heir to the throne. As Henry VIII of England was 
to do six and a half centuries later, Leo VI married a number of 
wives in quick succession, arousing strong opposition from the 
Church. His fourth, Zoe Carbonopsina, eventually bore him a 
son in 905, and the child Constantine VII was crowned co- 
emperor three years later. 


A.D. 912-913 


Solidus (4.06 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XRS REX REGNANTIum, 
Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in benediction, holding 
book of Gospels in left/+ALEXANdROS AUGUSTOS ROM. the 
emperor standing facing, wearing loros and holding globus cru- 
ciger, crowned by St. Alexander standing on right, holding cross. 
DOC 2 (same reverse die as 2.2). Sear 1737. Lacam pl. LXXII-A, 
i Of great rarity, and considerable historical and 

iconographic interest. About extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 681. Fortunately for the Empire the reign 
of Leo VI's incompetent and vindictive brother lasted a mere 
thirteen months. He had been kept in the background ever since 
his coronation 33 years before, during the reign of Basil 1, and 
had devoted his life to pleasure in all its manifestations. Leo's 
son Constantine VII was only seven years old at the time of his 


father’s death, so Alexander seized the opportunity to exercise 


the authority which he had been so long denied. His gold solidus, 
of which only about a dozen specimens are known, is the first 
Byzantine coin to depict a male saint, and the emperor's name- 
sake is shown as a full-length figure placing the imperial crown 
upon the royal head. 





Romanus I and Constantine VII 
9? 


A.D. 920-921 


Solidus (4.20 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 921. +IhS XPS REX 
REGNANTIumM*, Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in be- 
nediction, holding book of Gospels in left(~ROMAN ET CONSTANT 
AUGG b, facing crowned busts of Romanus I, wearing loros, and 
Constantine VII, slightly shorter, on right, wearing chlamys, 
holding between them long patriarchal cross. DOC 4. Sear 1746. 
Extremely rare. About extremely fine. 


The long and politically complex reign of Constantine VII 
encompassed the rise and fall of the Lecapeni--Romanus I and 
his three sons Christopher, Stephen and Constantine. Romanus 
Lecapenus was crowned co-emperor at the end of 920, having 
risen to power the previous year with the marriage of his 
daughter to the fourteen-year-old Constantine VII. In this ex- 
tremely rare issue, the second of the joint reign, Romanus clear- 
ly asserts his superiority over his son-in-law, a state of affairs 
which, constitutionally, was very questionable. 


Romanus I, with Constantine VII and Christopher A.D. 921-93] 
922. Solidus (4.31 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 921. +KE bOH@EI 


ROMAN® dECPOTH, the emperor standing facing, wearing loros 
and holding globus cruciger, crowned by Christ standing on 
right, cross behind head, holding book of Gospels/COnSTANT-ET 
XPISTOF b R, facing crowned busts of Constantine VII, wearing 
loros, and Christopher, on right, wearing chlamys, holding long 
patriarchal cross between them. DOC 6. Sear 1743. Lacam pl. 
LXXII-B, | and pl. LXXXVII-D (this coin). 


Extremely rare. About extremely fine. 


Romanus further consolidated his position by elevating his eldest 
son, Christopher, to the rank of co-emperor in 921, and this 
extremely rare solidus was probably issued soon after the 
coronation, Three years later his other two sons were also 
raised to imperial rank and it looked as though the technically 
senior emperor, Constantine VII, was being ousted from his 
inheritance. However, Christopher died in 931 and thirteen 
years later Romanus was deposed by his two younger sons whose 
own downfall followed within a few weeks, leaving Constantine 
VII as sole emperor 


Romanus I and Christopher A.D. 921-931 


O23% 


924. 


Constantine VII and Romanus I 
925. 


926. 


Solidus (4.31 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XPS REX REGNANTIUM 
followed by rosette of pellets, Christ enthroned facing, right 
hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in 
left/ROMAN ET XPISTOFO AUGG b, facing crowned busts of 
Romanus, bearded and wearing loros, and Christopher, on right, 
wearing chlamys, holding long patriarchal cross between them. 
DOC 7. Sear 1745. Lacam pl. LXXII-B, 2. Extremely fine. 


This, the main solidus issue of the period of Christopher's reign, 
is remarkable in its omission of any reference to Constantine VI, 
who was technically senior to both Romanus 1 and his son. 


Solidus (4.10 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 7. Sear 
1745. Lacam pl. LXXII-B, 2. Very fine. 


A.D. 931-944 

Solidus (4.37 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XPS REX REGNANTIUM, 
Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in benediction, holding 
book of Gospels in left/+CONSTANTINOS CE ROMAN EN X@® bR. 
facing standing figures of Constantine VII, wearing chlamys, and 
Romanus I, taller, on right, wearing loros, each crowned and 
holding globus cruciger, and supporting between them tall 
patriarchal cross. DOC 10. Sear 1749. Lacam pl. LXXII-C, 2. 
Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 689. This highly ambiguous type has given 
rise to considerable speculation, but numismatically seems best 
to fit the period 931-944 to which no other solidus type can be 
attributed. Although at this time Romanus was the de facto senior 
emperor, there is ample historical evidence that following Chris- 
topher’s death in 931 his attitude to Constantine VII changed, and 
he became anxious to make amends for the wrong he felt he had 
done his son-in-law. This type would fit such a situation per- 


fectly, for the shorter figure of Constantine, whose name appears 
first, occupies the place of honor on the spectator’s left, whilst 


Romanus retains at least some of his seniority by virtue of his 
taller figure, and his hand being above that of his co-emperor on 
the shaft of the cross. 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 10. Sear 
1749. Lacam pl. LXXII-C, 2. Very fine plus. 


Ex NFA II (1976), lot 570. 





Constantine VII and Romanus II 


Q9)>7 


928. 


Nicephorus II and Basil II 


929. 


A.D. 945-959 


Solidus (4.40 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 945. +IhS XPS REX 
REGNANTIUM, Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in 
benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/CONSTANT CE ROm 
An AUGG b R, facing crowned busts of Constantine VII, bearded 
and wearing loros, and Romanus II, shorter, on right, wearing 
chlamys, holding between them long patriarchal cross. DOC 14. 
Sear 1750. Lacam pl. LXXII-D, 1. 

Extremely rare. Extremely fine. 


Ex NFA II (1976), lot 571. Shortly after the downfall of 


Stephen and Constantine Lecapenus, Constantine VII elevated 
his own son, Romanus II, to the rank of co-emperor. This type 
was only issued briefly, immediately following the coronation in 
April 945, and was quickly superseded by the variety with bust 
of Christ, which then remained in issue until the death of Cons- 
tantine VII fourteen years later. 


Solidus (4.43 gm). Constantinople, A.D. 945-59. +IhS XPS REX 
REGNANTIVM, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus cruciger, 
right hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/ 
CONSTANT CE ROMAN AUGG b R, facing crowned busts of Cons- 
tantine VII, bearded and wearing loros, and Romanus II, shorter, 
on right, wearing chlamys, holding between them long patri- 
archal cross. DOC 15. Sear 1751. Lacam pl. LXXII-D, 2. 
Extremely fine plus. 


A.D. 963-969 


Histamenon (4.42 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XPS REX REGNAN 
Tihm, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand 
raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/ NIKH®OP 
KAI RACIA AVI R P, facing crowned busts of Nicephorus II, 
bearded, wearing loros, and Basil II, on right, wearing chlamys, 
holding between them long patriarchal cross. DOC 2. Sear 1777. 
Very rare. Slight edge-knock. Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 2 (1972), lot 488. Basil IJ, the elder son of Romanus 11, 
was still a child at the time of his father's premature death in 
963. He, and his younger brother Constantine VIII, were nomin- 
ally associated as co-emperors with Nicephorus II, and later 
John 1, though only Basil appears on some gold issues of the 
former. Nicephorus II was responsible for the introduction of a 
new light weight version of the solidus known as the tetarteron. 
Light by 1/12, the coin usually weighs about 4.05 em, but in all 
other respects is identical to the full weight coin which, from the 
reign of Nicephorus, is usually termed histamenon in place of the 
old Roman name, solidus. In later reigns the two gold denomina- 
tions gradually developed distinctive fabrics and are thus easily 
differentiated visually 


930. 


Nicephorus II alone 


O31: 


John 
934. 


935. 


Tetarteron (4.19 gm), Constantinople. All as last. DOC 3. Sear 
1779. Very rare. Very fine plus. 


Ex Sir Charles Oman collection (Christie's, London, 1968), 


A.D. 963-969 


Histamenon (4.46 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XPS REX REGNAN 
TIhm, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand 
raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/ +@EOTOC 
b HO NICHF dESP, facing busts of the Virgin, nimbate, and Nice- 
phorus, wearing crown and loros, on right, holding between 
them long patriarchal cross, M-© either side of Virgin's shoul- 
ders. DOC 4. Sear 1778. Lacam pl. LXXXVI-B, 1. 
Rare. Light scratches in obverse field. 
Otherwise extremely fine plus. 


Ex Hess-Leu 49 (1971), lot 550. 


Histamenon (4.43 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 4. Sear 
1778. Lacam pl. LXXXVI-B, 1. 
Rare. Toned. About extremely fine. 


Tetarteron (4.06 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 5. Sear 
1780. Very rare. Very fine. 


The reason for Nicephorus’ decision to reintroduce a light weight 
gold denomination, after more than 250 years, is difficult to 
ascertain. His critics, who were many, put it down to avarice, 
but the fact that the practice was continued by his successors, 
who clearly differentiated between the two denominations, shows 
that the true answer must be sought elsewhere. Our under- 
standing of the original series of light weight solidi, commencing 
under Justinian 1, is imperfect and the same must be said of its 
10th and 11th century counterpart. 


I A.D. 969-976 


Histamenon (4.27 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX REGNAN 
Tih, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand 
raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/ +@EOTOC 
bOH® I@ dES, facing busts of John, on left, and the Virgin, the 
emperor wearing crown and loros and holding long patriarchal 
cross, manus Dei above his head, the Virgin crowning the 
emperor with her right hand, M® in field above. DOC 3. Sear 
1785. Lacam pl. XCII-A, 2 (this coin). 

Rare. About extremely fine 


Although the sons of Romanus II, Basil Il and Constantine VIII. 
were nominally co-emperors throughout this reign, their exis- 
tence is totally ignored on the coinage. 


Tetarteron (4.14 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 6a. Sear 
1789. Rare. Extremely fine 





931 


Basil Il and Constantine VIII 


936 


937. 


938. 


939. 


A.D. 976-1025 


Histamenon (4.34 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 976-7. +IhS 
AXIS REX REGNANTIhM, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus 
cruciger (with two pellets in each limb of cross), right hand 
raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/+bASIL C 
CONSTANTI b R, facing crowned busts of Basil Il, bearded, 
wearing loros of "modified" form, and Constantine VIII, on 
right, wearing chlamys, holding long patriarchal cross between 
them. DOC Class I (but no specimen in the collection). BNC 1- 
2. Sear 1795. Lacam pl. LXXXVI-A, 1. 

Extremely rare. Very fine. 


The long joint reign of Basil II and Constantine VIIT saw 
considerable changes in the gold coinage, though the types re- 
mained basically the same throughout. The histamenon ultimately 
became a thin, spread coin, whilst the tetarteron retained the 
traditional fabric of the solidus, though in future reigns it was to 
become even smaller and thicker. This extremely rare hista- 
menon belongs to the first issue of the new reign and is stylis- 
tically very close to the gold of the immediately preceding 
period. 


Histamenon (4.39 gm). Constantinople, circa 977-89. All as 
last, but on obverse Christ's nimbus cruciger is ornamented with 
three pellets on the circumference, and on reverse Basil's loros is 
of “traditional” form. DOC 2e. Sear 1796. 

Obverse weakly struck. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.39 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 989-1001. 
All as last, but on obverse Christ's nimbus cruciger is orna- 
mented with rosette of pellets in each limb of cross. and on 
reverse Basil's loros is of "modified" form, and the emperors 
hold between them patriarchal cross crosslet. DOC 3f. Sear 1797. 
Lacam pl. LXXXIX-B, 1. Extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.43 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 1005-1025. 
All as last, but on obverse Christ's nimbus cruciger is ornamen- 
ted with crescents in its upper quarters, and on reverse the 
emperors hold between them plain cross, suspended crown 
(manus Dei) above Basil's head; triple borders on both sides. 
DOC 6a, Sear 1800. Lacam pl. LXXXIX-B, 2. 

About extremely fine. 


940, 


941, 


942. 


Constantine VIII alone 


943. 


944, 


946. 


Histamenon (4.44 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 1005-1025, 
All as last. DOC 6a. Sear 1800. Lacam pl. LXXXIX-B, 2. 
An outstanding specimen. Superb. 


Histamenon (4.42 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 1005-1025. 
All as last. DOC 6a. Sear 1800. Lacam pl. LXXXIX-B, 2. 
Extremely fine. 


Tetarteron (4.21 gm). Constantinople, circa A.D. 1005-1025. 
All as last, but on obverse Christ's nimbus cruciger is ornamen- 
ted with two pellets in each limb of cross: and on reverse 
Constantine wears ornamented robe, and the emperors hold 
between them long patriarchal cross with X on shaft; no 
suspended crown above Basil's head, and single borders on both 
sides. DOC 15b. Sear 1806. Rare. Very fine plus. 


A.D. 1025-1028 


Histamenon (4.42 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX REGNAN 
TIhm, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand 
raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/ 
+CQ@NSTANTIN bASILEUS ROM, crowned bust of Constantine 
VIII facing, with long beard, wearing loros and holding labarum 
(with pellet on shaft) and akakia. DOC 2. Sear 1815. 

About extremely fine. 


Having lived in the shadow of his brother for half a century, 
Constantine VIII suddenly found himself sole ruler on December 
15th, 1025. He had taken no active part in government during the 
reign of Basil Il and was a true son of his father Romanus I, 
preferring to idle away his time in the pursuit of pleasure. It was 


fortunate that his advanced age precluded the possibility of a 


long reign, but unfortunate that neither he, nor Basil Il, who 
never married, had any male offspring. The great Macedonian 
dynasty was thus doomed to extinction. 


Histamenon (4.43 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 2. Sear 
1815. Extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.42 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but without 
pellet on shaft of labarum on reverse. DOC 1. Sear 1815. 
Extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.41 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 1. Sear 
1815. About extremely fine. 





Romanus III 


947 


948. 


949. 


950. 


A.D. 1028-1034 
Histamenon (4.09 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX REGNAN 


Mihm, Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in benediction. 


holding book of Gospels in left/OCE bOHO R@M An@), the 
emperor standing facing, wearing loros and holding globus 
cruciger, crowned by the Virgin standing on right, MO between 
their heads, three pellets visible on the fold of emperor's robe 
hanging beneath the globus. DOC 1b-d variant (not recorded with 
only three pellets on the fold of emperor's robe). Sear 1819. 
Rare variant. About extremely fine. 


Romanus III deluded himself with dreams of being a great con- 
queror, like Trajan, or a philosopher-emperor, like Marcus 
Aurelius. He was fanatically devoted to the worship of the 
Virgin, and this found expression in the building and restoration 
of churches dedicated to St. Mary, as well as the prominence 
she was accorded on all his coins. 


Histamenon (4.41 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but with 
seven pellets on the fold of emperor's robe. DOC 1b.1. Sear 
1819. Light graffiti in reverse field. About extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.42 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but with 
five pellets on the fold of emperor's robe. DOC Ic. Sear 1819. 
Small die-flaw on reverse. Extremely fine. 


Silver miliaresion (2.78 gm). Constantinople, cirea A.D. 1030. 
+IIAPOENE COI MOAVAINE, the Virgin Hodegetria standing 
three-quarter face to right on footstool, holding on her left arm 
the infant Christ, M—© in field, triple border with eight equally 
spaced globules/OC HANIKE ITANTA KATOPOOI. emperor, 
crowned and wearing loros, standing facing on footstool, holding 
long patriarchal cross and globus surmounted by patriarchal 
cross, triple border with eight equally spaced globules. DOC 3a. 
Sear 1822. Lacam pl. XCIV (this coin, attributed to Romanus 
IV). 
Splendid example of this extremely rare and desirable type. 
A little edge irregularity. Otherwise very fine plus. 


This famous coin, with its elegant image of the Virgin, is one of 
the most beautiful of all Byzantine numismatic creations. This 
specimen is outstanding, as most known examples are damaged-- 
broken, pierced or gilded. The inscription is a hexameter line, 
reading from obverse to reverse, "He who places his hope on 


thee, O Virgin all-glorious, will prosper in all he does." Romanus 
Ill, a noted devotee of the Virgin, visited the icon of the 
Hodegetria before departing on his Syrian campaign in 1030, and 
it seems likely that this was the occasion for the issue of the 
type. 


Michael IV A.D. 1034-1041 


95k 


Histamenon (4.16 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX REGNAN 
Tihm, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand 
raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/+mMIXAHL 
bASILEUS RM, crowned bust of Michael IV facing, wearing 
loros and holding labarum and globus cruciger, manus Dei above. 
DOC Id. Sear 1824. Rare. Extremely fine. 


This is the only type which can, with certainty, be attributed to 
this reign. Coins of this issue are sometimes struck from slightly 
debased metal (about 20 carats fine), and this seems to corres- 
pond with the first appearance of the cup-shaped "scyphate" 


fabric which was to become so typical of the later Byzantine 


coinage. By insisting on government revenues being paid in flat 
histamena, of pure metal, whilst making payments in debased 
money, the exchequer could add substantially to its income. This 
was, of course, a dangerous path to follow, for the long-term 
consequences could be (and were) disastrous for the state. 


Constantine IX A.D. 1042-1055 
952. Histamenon (4.35 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX REGNAN 


eS) 


TIhm, Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in benediction, 
holding book of Gospels in left/+C@NSTANTN bASILEUS Rm, 
crowned bust of Constantine IX facing, wearing loros and 
holding cruciform sceptre (with tendril ornament) and globus 
surmounted by patriarchal cross. DOC la. Sear 1828. 

Creased. Very fine plus. 


Histamenon (4.39 gm). Constantinople. [Usual "Jesus Christ” 
legend, but slightly blundered], bust of Christ facing, wearing 
nimbus cruciger, right hand raised in benediction, holding book of 
Gospels in left/+-C@NSTANTN bASILEUS RM, crowned bust of 
Constantine IX facing, wearing loros and holding cruciform 
Sceptre and globus surmounted by pelleted cross. DOC 3. Sear 
1830. Lacam pl. LXXXVI-B, 2. 


Obverse weakly struck. Otherwise extremely fine. 





956. 


957. 


958. 


Histamenon (4.25 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 3. Sear 
1830. Lacam pl. LXXXVI-B, 2. About extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.40 gm), Constantinople, circa A.D. 1054-5, 
Obverse as last/+C@nSTANTNOS bASILE uS RM, crowned bust of 
Constantine IX facing, wearing jewelled chlamys and holding 
globus cruciger and hilt of sword, large star in field on either 
side. DOC 4a. Sear 1831. Lacam pl. LXXXVI-B, 3. 

A rare and interesting variety. Extremely fine. 


The large stars which are such a prominent feature of the 
reverse design may well refer to the supernova which appeared 
in the constellation Taurus on July 4th, 1054, an immense 
explosion which signalled the birth of the Crab Nebula. Such an 
awesome event, coinciding as it did with the schism between the 
Churches of Rome and Constantinople, could certainly have 
been deemed worthy of commemoration on the coinage. 


Tetarteron (4.03 gm). Constantinople. Obverse as last/[Legend 
blundered], crowned bust of Constantine IX facing, wearing 
jewelled chlamys and holding labarum and globus cruciger. DOC 
6. Sear 1833. Extremely fine. 


Tetarteron (4.09 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 6. Sear 
1833. Very fine plus. 


Tetarteron (4.01 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 6. Sear 
1833. Very fine plus. 


Theodora’ A.D. 1055-1056 


959. 


Histamenon (4.43 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX 
REGNANTIhmM (slightly blundered), Christ standing facing on 
footstool, right hand raised in benediction, holding book of 
Gospels in left/+OEOAW AVITOVCTA, Theodora, crowned and 
wearing loros, and the Virgin, on right, both standing facing, 
holding between them labarum, M-6 either side of Virgin's 
shoulders. DOC la. Sear 1837. Lacam pl. LXXXVIII-A (this 


coin). Extremely fine. 


The mighty Macedonian dynasty, which had seen the greatest 
days of medieval Byzantium, finally came to an end with the 
nineteen-month-long reign of its last living representative, the 
elderly Empress Theodora, daughter of Constantine VIII. The 
histamena of this reign are flat, in contrast to the scyphate fabric 
which was the norm under Constantine IX. 


960. Tetarteron (4.04 gm). Constantinople. Bust of Christ facing, 


wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand raised in benediction, 
holding book of Gospels in left, IC-XC in field/+OEOAQ AVITOV, 
crowned bust of Theodora facing, wearing loros and holding 
jewelled sceptre and globus cruciger. DOC 2. Sear 1838. 

Weakly struck on reverse. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Michael VI A.D. 1056-1057 
961. Histamenon (4.37 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX REGNAN 


Tihm, bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand 
raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/+mIXAHL 
AUTOCRAT, the emperor standing facing, wearing jewelled 
chlamys and holding globus cruciger, crowned by the Virgin 
Standing on right, M © between their heads. DOC la. Sear 1840. 
Extremely rare. Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 15 (1976), lot 525. Michael Bringas, usually known by 
his nickname Stratioticus, was selected for the succession in the 
summer of 1056 by the dying Empress Theodora. His advanced 
age and obvious incompetence to govern should have disbarred 
him from imperial office, but in any case his days were num- 
bered without the support of a connection with the now extinct 
Macedonian dynasty. He made the grave mistake of offending the 
powerful military party in Asia Minor which led to the 
proclamation of Isaac Comnenus as rival emperor. Michael 
abdicated and assumed the monastic habit. His extremely rare 
histamena were formerly attributed to Michael V (see BMC p. 
498, 1), but the present attribution seems to be correct beyond 
all reasonable doubt. The coins are generally of a flat fabric, 
like the histamena of Theodora. 








THE DYNASTIES OF THE DUCAS, THE COMNENI AND THE ANGELI 
A.D. 1057-1204 


Isaac I - Alexius V 
st LAC . 
? [Ducas] Manuel Comnenus 


ROMANUS IV = EUDOCIA = CONSTANTINE X John Ducas Caesar ISAAC I John = Anna Dalassena 
(1068-1071) (1067; 1071) (1059-1067) (1057-1059) 





NICEPHORUS III = Maria = MICHAEL VII ANDRONICUS = CONSTANTIUS Andronicus 
(1078-1081) (1071-1078) (co-emperor (co-emperor 
1068-1071) 1067-1071) 


Irene = ALEXIUS I 


Constantine 
(1081-1118) 


JOHN II = Irene of Hungary Isaac Theodora = Constantine Angelus 


Nicephorus Bryennius = Anna 
(1118-1143) 


Irene = MANUEL I = Mary of Antioch Andronicus 


Alexius Andronicus Isaac 
(1143-1180) 


ALEXIUS II = Agnes-Anna of France = ANDRONICUS I ALEXIUS III ISAAC II 


(1180-1183) (1183-1185) (1195-1203) (1185-1195; 
1203-1204) 

Manuel ALEXIUS V = Eudocia ALEXIUS IV 

(1204) (1203-1204) 


Alexius I of Trebizond 


Isaac | 


962. 


963. 


Constantine X 


964. 


965. 


966 


\.D. 1057-1059 


Histamenon (4.45 gm). Constantinople. +IhS XIS REX REGNAN 
r'hm, Christ enthroned facing, right hand raised in benediction, 
holding book of Gospels in left/+ICAAKIOC RACIAEVC R@m, 
emperor standing facing, crowned and wearing military attire, 
holding drawn sword in right hand, left resting on sheath. DOC 
2. Sear 1843. About extremely fine. 


Isaac Comnenus was the first “military” emperor to occupy the 
Byzantine throne since the time of Basil I. Unfortunately he was 
already too advanced in years to play a really decisive role, and 


to halt the decline which had set in during the three decades of 


misrule by the representatives of the civil aristocracy. His 
coinage is of special interest as it clearly illustrates the military 
origin of Isaac's authority, a feature which prompted the con- 
demnation of many of his contemporaries. During this reign the 
histamena reverted to the scyphate fabric which now became the 
norm for this denomination. 


Histamenon (4.42 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but on 
reverse the emperor holds labarum in right hand, and rests left 
on sword in sheath at his side. DOC 1. Sear 1844. 

Extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 10 (1974), lot 487. 


A.D. 1059-1067 


Histamenon (4.37 gm). Constantinople. [Usual "Jesus Christ" 
legend, slightly blundered], Christ seated facing on throne with 


Straight arms, right hand raised in benediction, holding book of 


Gospels in left/+K@N RAC A O AOUKAC, emperor standing fa- 
cing on footstool, wearing crown and loros, and holding labarum 
and globus cruciger. DOC 1b. Sear 1847. Extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.39 gm), Constantinople. Legend as last, Christ 
seated facing on throne with curved arms, right hand raised in 
benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/+-K@N RACA O 
AOUKAC, emperor standing facing, wearing loros and holding 
globus cruciger, crowned by the Virgin standing on right, M-O 
either side of her head. DOC 2. Sear 1848. Lacam pl. LXXXVII- 
B, I: Surface blemish in lower reverse field. 

Otherwise extremely fine. 


Tetarteron (4.03 gm). Constantinople. Veiled and nimbate bust 
of the Virgin facing, orans, MP-OV in field/K@N RACIA O AVK. 
crowned bust of Constantine X facing, wearing loros and holding 
globus cruciger and akakia. DOC 3a. Sear 1849. Lacam pl. REL, 3 
(obverse only: this coin). Rare. About extremely fine. 


Eudocia, with Michael VIL and Constantius 


967. 


Romanus IV A.D. 


968. 


969. 


970. 


May-December A.D. 
1067 


Histamenon (4.34 gm). Constantinople. [Usual "Jesus Christ" 
legend, but slightly blundered], Christ enthroned facing, right 
hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left/+ MIX 
EVAK KOONS, the Empress Eudocia, crowned and wearing loros, 
and holding jewelled sceptre, standing facing on footstool be- 
tween shorter standing figures of her sons Michael VII, on left. 
and Constantius, each crowned and wearing loros, and holding 
globus cruciger and akakia. DOC 1. Sear 1857. Lacam pl. 
LXXXVII-B, 2. Very rare. Extremely fine. 


For seven months following the death of Constantine X the 
widowed Empress Eudocia Macrembolitissa acted as regent for 
her young sons. However, the worsening military situation in 
Asia Minor, which was being invaded by the Seljuq Turks, 
demanded strong leadership. Eventually Eudocia was forced to 
concede that she was not equal to this dire emergency, and she 
took as her husband the distinguished Cappadocian general 
Romanus Diogenes, who was crowned emperor on New Year's 
Day, 1068. 


1068-1071 

Histamenon (4.34 gm). Constantinople. K®N MX ANA, the three 
co-emperors Michael VII, Constantius and Andronicus all stand- 
ing facing on footstools, Michael taller and in center, each 
crowned and wearing loros, Michael holding labarum and akakia, 
his younger brothers each holding globus cruciger and 
akakia/+PQMAN EVAOKIA, Christ standing facing on footstool, 
IC-XC either side of head, crowning standing figures of Romanus 
IV, on left, and Eudocia, each wearing loros and holding globus 
cruciger. DOC 1. Sear 1859. Lacam pl. LXXXVIIL-B, 1. 
Extremely fine. 


Curiously, the obverse of this coin is occupied by the relatively 
unimportant co-emperors, whilst Christ, the senior emperor and 
the empress are relegated to the reverse. This was the first time 
in the history of the Byzantine coinage that the image of Christ 
had not been placed on the obverse. Understandably, coins of 
this type were nicknamed "six-headers" by contemporaries. 


Histamenon (4.34 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but on 
obverse the three figures stand on a single dais in the form of a 
dotted double exergual band. DOC 2. Sear 1861. 

Some double-striking. About extremely fine. 


Histamenon (4.39 gm). Constantinople. All as last. DOC 2. Sear 
1861. Extremely fine plus 





97 | 


Michael VII 


97? 


973. 


974. 


Michael VII and Maria 


975. 


Silver two-thirds miliaresion (1.32 gm), Constantinople. Bust of 


the Virgin facing, veiled and nimbate, holding before her 
medallion of the infant Christ, MP-OV and two pellets in field/ 
+OKE/R @ POMA/N@® AECTIO/TH T@ AIO/TENELI in five lines, 
three pellets beneath. DOC 5b. Sear 1865. Rare. Very fine. 





A.D. 1071-1078 


Histamenon (4.41 gm). Constantinople. Christ enthroned facing, 
right hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left, 
IC-XC in field/+MIXAHA RACIA O A, crowned bust of Michael 
VII facing, wearing loros and holding labarum and globus 
cruciger (the cross composed of four pellets). DOC 1. Sear 1869. 

Rare. Extremely fine plus. 


The gold coinage became seriously dehbased under this ineffec- 
tual ruler, and most specimens are very pale in color, some al- 
most resembling silver. This type, with Christ enthroned, is much 
rarer than the other histamenon variety with a bust of Christ. 


Histamenon (4.37 gm). Constantinople. Bust of Christ facing, 
wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand raised in benediction, hold- 
ing book of Gospels in left, IC-XC€ and two pellets in field/ 
Reverse as last, but the cross of the globus cruciger is solid. 
DOC 2 variant (no pellets in obverse field). Sear 1868. 

A previously unrecorded variant. About extremely fine: 


Histamenon (4.32 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but without 
the pellets in obverse field. DOC 2d. Sear 1868. Lacam pl. 
LXXXIX-B, 3. Very fine plus. 


A.D. 1071-1078 


Tetarteron (4.04 gm). Constantinople. +@KE ROH®, veiled bust 
of the Virgin facing, holding before her medallion of the infant 
Christ, MP-OV in field/+MIXAHA S MAPIA, facing crowned busts 
of Michael VII, wearing loros, and the Empress Maria, on right, 
wearing jewelled robe, holding between them long cross with X 
on shaft. DOC 4 (same dies as pl. LXVI, 4.5). Sear 1871. Lacam 
pl. XCIII-A (obverse only: this coin). About extremely fine. 


It was against normal custom for the emperor's consort to be de- 
picted with him on the coinage. Her appearance was especially 
surprising in view of the existence of two co-emperors, 
Michael's brothers Constantius and Andronicus, who were ac- 
corded no recognition on the coinage of this reign. When 
Michael was deposed in 1078, the beautiful Empress Maria of 
A/ania (Georgia) was forced to marry his elderly successor 
Vicephorus III, thus creating a scandal in the capital. 


Nicephorus II 


A.D. 1078-1081 


976. Histamenon (4.41 gm). Constantinople. Christ seated facing on 


Alexius I 


backless throne, right hand raised in benediction, holding book of 
Gospels in left, [C-X@ in upper field/+NIKH® AEC T@) ROTA 
NIAT, emperor standing facing on footstool, wearing crown and 
loros, and holding labarum (with X on shaft) and globus cru- 

ciger. DOC 3b. Sear 1881. Lacam pl. LXXXVII-D, 1. 
An exceptional specimen of this poorly produced coinage. 
Obverse weakly struck. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Ex Leu 13 (1975), lot 732. Because of the low quality of the 
alloy used, specimens of this coinage are often defective in some 
way, usually with cracked flans. In this respect this piece is 
quite exceptional. During his brief tenure of power Nicephorus 
was so beset by military revolts that he was hardly in a position 
to do anything about the appalling quality of the imperial 
coinage. That task was to be left to his successor Alexius I. 


A.D. 1081-1118 


977. Hyperpyron (4.51 gm). Constantinople, post-reform period, 


978. 


after A.D. 1092. +KE ROH@EI, Christ enthroned facing, right 
hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left, IC-XC 
in upper field/Emperor standing facing, crowned by manus Dei to 
right, wearing jewelled chlamys and holding labarum and globus 
cruciger, A/AE/=1Q@)/AEC/MO/T to left, TQ/KO/MNH/NQ@) to right. 
Hendy pl. 3, 10. Sear 1912. 

Double-struck on obverse. Otherwise extremely fine. 


For the first decade of his reign Alexius was locked in a des- 
perate struggle with the Normans and the Patzinaks for the very 
survival of his state, but in 1092 he was able to implement a 
much-needed currency reform to restore Stability to the By- 
zantine economy. Once again a high quality gold coin was 
introduced, known as the hyperpyron, together with a range of 


fractional denominations in electrum, billon and bronze. 


Hyperpyron (4.46 gm). Constantinople, post-reform period, 
after A.D. 1092. All as last, but on reverse the legend in left 
field ends AEC/MO/TH, and the jewelling on the border of 
Alexius' chlamys, beneath the globus cruciger, is very exag- 
gerated. Hendy pl. 4, 3-5. Sear 1913. Extremely fine. 





John I 


979. 


980. 


981. 


982. 


A.D. 1118-1143 


Hyperpyron (4.41 gm). Constantinople. Christ enthroned facing, 
right hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels in left, 
IC-XC in upper field/+1@ AECMOTH, facing half-length figures 
of the emperor, crowned by manus Dei, wearing loros and hold- 
ing akakia, and the Virgin, on right, nimbate, MP to right, OV 
above her head, holding between them a long patriarchal cross. 
Hendy pl. 9, 1-3. Sear 1938. Lacam pl. XCH-B, 

Tiny flan split in border. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Electrum trachy (4.21 gm), Constantinople. Christ enthroned 
facing, right hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels 
in left, 1C-XC in upper field/The emperor, crowned and wearing 
chlamys, and St. George, on right, nimbate and in military attire, 
holding sword, both standing facing, holding between them long 
patriarchal cross with small globus at base, T®/AEC/MO/TH to 
left, O/TE/@P/TI to right (legend mostly illegible). Hendy pl. 
10, 1-2. Sear 1941. Very fine plus. 


The electrum trachy, introduced at the end of the 11th century 
as part of the Alexian currency reform, was equivalent to one- 
third of the gold hyperpyron. Late in the 12th century it was 
debased by Isaac I, and it was not destined to survive as a deno- 
mination beyond the great catastrophe of 1204. This type saw the 


first appearance of St. George on the Byzantine coinage, one of 


several saints, mostly of military character, to be portrayed on 
the coinage of the 12th century. 


Electrum trachy (4.20 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but on 
the reverse the long patriarchal cross rests on three steps instead 
of the small globus. Hendy pl. 10, 3-4. Sear 1942. Lacam pl. 
XCV, | (reverse only: this coin). 

Light graffiti on obverse border. Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Electrum trachy (4.29 gm). Constantinople. All as last. Hendy 
pl. 10, 3-4. Sear 1942, 

Slight edge split, and light graffiti on both sides. 

Otherwise very fine. 


Manuel I 


983. 


984. 


985. 


986. 


A.D. 1143-1180 


Hyperpyron (4.44 gm). Constantinople. +KE ROH@EI, bust of 
young Christ facing, beardless, wearing nimbus cruciger, right 
hand raised in benediction, holding scroll in left, TC-XC in field/ 
Emperor standing facing, crowned by manus Dei on right, wearing 
chlamys and holding labarum and globus surmounted by patri- 
archal cross, MA/N&/HA/AEC/TIO/TH to left, T//T/OP/@Vv/ PO! 
I'E/NH/T to right. Hendy pl. 12, 11. Sear 1956. 

About extremely fine. 


This was the sole hyperpyron type struck at Constantinople 
throughout the long reign of Manuel. The usual obverse type of 
Christ Emmanuel, the infant Jesus, is an allusion to the em- 
peror’s name. 


Hyperpyron (4.31 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but the 
reverse legend is a little differently disposed. Hendy pl. 12, 11. 
Sear 1956. Part of edge a little crinkled. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Hyperpyron (3.24 gm). Constantinople. All as last, but the 
reverse legend is a little differently disposed. Hendy pl. 12, 3. 
Sear 1956. Flan split, and graffiti in reverse field. 

Otherwise about extremely fine. 


Electrum trachy (4.39 gm). Constantinople. Christ enthroned 
facing, right hand raised in benediction, holding book of Gospels 
in left, T1C-XC in upper field/MANSHA AECMIOTH. the emperor, 
crowned and wearing loros, and holding akakia, and the Virgin, 
nimbate, on right, both standing facing, holding between them 
long patriarchal cross, M above Virgin's head, © to right. Hendy 
pl. 13, 3-4. Sear 1958. Obverse double-struck. Extremely fine. 


In contrast to the sole type for his gold hyperpyra, Manuel 
struck several varieties of electrum trachea, and so many of 
these pieces were in circulation at the beginning of the following 
century that the term "manuelatus" was commonly used to denote 
coins of this denomination. 





ON? 


OSs. 


989. 


Electrum trachy (3.99 gm). Constantinople. Christ standing 
facing on dais, holding book of Gospels, TC-XC and two large 
stars in field/The emperor, wearing crown and loros and holding 
sheathed sword, and St. Theodore, on right, nimbate, wearing 
military attire and holding sheathed sword, both standing facing, 
holding between them long patriarchal cross with globus at base, 
MANOHA to left, O/OE/O/A/Q)/P/O/S to right. Hendy pl. 13, 5-9. 
Sear 1959. Very fine plus. 


Electrum trachy (4.03 gm). Constantinople. Bust of young 
Christ facing, beardless, wearing nimbus cruciger, right hand 
raised in benediction, holding scroll in left, 1C-XC in upper field, 
O/EM/MA to left, NO/HA to right/Emperor standing facing, 
crowned by manus Dei on right, wearing sagion and holding 
labarum and akakia, MA/NOV/HA/AEC/TIO/THC to left, [OM]/OP/ 
®V/POT/NH/[TOC] to right. Hendy pl. 13, 12. Sear 1960. 

Edge somewhat ragged. Otherwise extremely fine. 


Electrum trachy (4.13 gm). Thessalonica. The Virgin enthroned 
facing, nimbate, holding before her a medallion of the infant 
Christ, MP-OV in field/The emperor, wearing crown and chlamys 
and holding akakia, and St. Demetrius, on right, nimbate and 
wearing military attire, both standing facing, holding between 
them labarum, MANOHA AECTIOTH on left, O/A/H/M/H/TPI/O/S 
(illegible) on right. Hendy pl. 14, 7-9. Sear 1974. 

About extremely fine. 


After centuries of inactivity the important mint of Thessalonica 


once again began playing a significant role in the production of 


imperial coinage from the reign of Alexius onward. St. Demetrius 
was especially revered by the citizens, and appears frequently 
on the Thessalonican coinage. 


Andronicus I 


990). 


Isaac II 


99] - 


992. 


993. 


A.D. 1183-1185 
Hyperpyron (4.49 gm). Constantinople. The Virgin enthroned 
facing, nimbate, holding before her a medallion of the infant 
Christ, MP-OV in upper field/ANAPONIKOC AECIOTHC, the 
emperor standing facing, wearing loros and sagion, and holding 
labarum and globus cruciger, crowned by Christ, nimbate, 
standing on right, holding book of Gospels, TC above, XC to 
right. Hendy pl. 18, 9-10. Sear 1983. Lacam pl. XCVIII, 1. 

An exceptional specimen of this rare and sought-after coin 
Extremely fine plus 


The short and turbulent reign of Andronicus Comnenus produced 
only one type each of the gold hyperpyron and the electrum 
trachy. The emperor, whose portrait is characterized by a highly 
distinctive forked beard, is accompanied by both Christ and the 
Virgin on most of his coins. 


A.D. 1185-1195 


Hyperpyron (4.36 gm). Constantinople. The Virgin enthroned 
facing, nimbate, holding before her a medallion of the infant 
Christ, MP-OV in upper field/ICAAKIOC, the emperor, crowned 
by manus Dei on right, wearing loros and holding cruciform 
sceptre, and the Archangel Michael, on right, nimbate and 
wearing military attire, both standing facing, holding between 
them sword in sheath, © between their heads, X/[M] in lower 
right field. Hendy pl. 20, 2-4. Sear 2001. 

NIKOA in graffiti outside reverse border. About extremely fine. 


Electrum trachy (3.31 gm). Constantinople. The Virgin 
enthroned facing, nimbate, holding before her a medallion of the 
infant Christ, MP-OV in upper field/ICAAKIOC A, the emperor, 
wearing crown and chlamys, and holding cruciform sceptre and 
akakia, crowned by the Archangel Michael, on right, nimbate and 
wearing military attire, and holding jewelled sceptre, both 
standing facing, © between their heads, X/M in lower right field. 
Hendy pl. 20, 5-8. Sear 2002. Extremely fine. 


The debasement of the electrum trachy began during this reign 
and many specimens are very pale in appearance. In the 13th 
century, after the fall of Constantinople to the crusaders in 1204, 
this denomination was henceforth struck in silver by the 
Byzantine government-in-exile. 


Electrum trachy (3.62 gm). Constantinople. All as last. Hendy 
pl. 20, 5-8. Sear 2002. Graffiti outside border on obverse 
About extremely fine. 
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